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A Note from the Director

BABY opened on Broadway at the Ethel Barrymore theatre in 1983
and was nominated for seven Tony Awards. Its luscious, tuneful
and diverse musical score by David Shire, and poignant, touching
and ingenious lyrics by Richard Maltby helped make this musical a
theatre-cult favorite.

However, it was the universally appealing and undeniably
recognizable theme of having a baby that spoke to its audience.
In Sybil Pearsen’s book, the three central couples facing change
from the onset of a baby are forced to look at their own
relationships, and in the process, ultimately find a greater
humanity within.

It was that humanity that spoke to me when | performed Alan in
one of the first regional productions of BABY in 1985. However,
when given the opportunity to direct this production, | wondered
whether its message would speak so viscerally in 2008. After
rereading the script | was extremely moved by its sentiment, but
wondered if it still needed to be set in the 1980’s. There were so
many references to the time period that it occurred to me that
perhaps this jewel might be better displayed if it were slightly
“dusted off”. Therefore, the show you will witness tonight, set
on a college campus, uses the students of UWSP to help
contemporize the show. These elements are reflected in the
wardrobe, color palette, design, references and the ensemble
scenes that were developed improvisationally. | wish to thank
all the individuals who have contributed greatly in lending their
artistic voices to this telling.

Finally, in revisiting this script, | was struck by how eloquently the
youngest character, Lizzie, discovers one of life’s many mysteries:

...And all these things | feel and more,
My mother’s mother felt in hers before,
A chain of life begun upon the shore
Of some dark sea has reached to me.
And now | can see the chain extending.
My child is next in a line that has no ending.
And here am |, full of life,
That her child will feel when I’m long gone.
And thus it is, The Story Goes on, and on... ... ...

Enjoy,
Tim Howard
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BACKSTAGE
The Department of Theatre & Dance welcomes support for our

educational and artistic activities through a variety of programs, including

existing scholarships and endowments, special projects support,
bequests and planned gifts. For more information about contributing to

the Department of Theatre & Dance, please refer to the enclosed

Backstage envelope, or contact
CJ Robinson, the COFAC Director of Development, at 715-346-3056.

A special thank you to our 2007-2008 Backstage supporters
Donations received July 2007 - April 2008
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Backstage (continued)
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Department of Theatre and Dance
2008 - 2009 Season

Never the Sinner
Studio Theatre
Director: Stephen Trovillion Smith
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(ACTF entry)

HAIR
Jenkins Theatre
Director: Tim Howard
November 14, 15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22
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Studio Theatfe
December s, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12
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Studio Theatre
Director: Tyler Marchant
February 6, 7, 8, 12, 13, 14, 15

The Little Foxes
Jenkins Theatre
Director: Jeffrey Stephens
February 27, 28, March 1, 5, 6, 7

She Loves Me

Studio Theatre
Director: tba
April 10, 11, 12, 15, 16, 17, 18

Danstage - 2008
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