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CONTACT POINTS

Although Filipinos cannot make a
single piston ring, the Macao Grand Prix
auto race has been won twice already by
a Filipino!

Although we cannot make a single
jet engine, our Blue Diamonds astound
the bravest pilots of the jet-plane-manu-
facturing countries of the world with
their daring aerobatics!

Why start from scratch?
These facts reveal the Filipino atti-

Unable to invent,
we just improvise

By JEREMIAS U. MONTEMAYOR

tude towards progress. Considering that
cars and planes have already been in-
vented and manufactured by other peo-
ples. why needlessly start from scratch
and duplicate their efforts? Why not
concentrate on new areas that lie ahead?
Thus, inasmuch as the areas of inven-
tion and production have already been
well explored, why not push on the fron-
tiers of progress in the areas of demons-

Turn to page 10
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Unable to invest, we just...

From page 1

tration, use, and consumption ?
Of course, we need not limit our-
- selves to the areas of demonstration,
use and consumption, In fact, we more
often specialize in the science and art
of modification.
Take the American-made army jeep.
. Until now we have not cared to learn to
manufacture jeeps. But we do some-
thing more progressive and econo-
mical for the world: we prolong the life
of the jeep, enliven its appearance and
extend its age and utility to the marvel
of its original creators,
Mark of ingenuity
: So successful have we been in this re-
gard that returning American ex-sery-
. icemen who were last here during the
Liberation are rendered speechless to
- see the jeeps they landed and used al-
- most to scrap 20 years ago not only still
running but also more colorful and nim-
ble. A few sheets welded here and there,
a little polishing and painting, a num-
ber of additional chrome-plated projec-
tions and bars, a holy picture in front of
the driver, a string of sampaguita,
. around the picture, let the passengers
- face each other, KISS ME NOT on the
- back fender — ang lo!—The jeep has
= become a jeepney, a mark of ingenuity
- worthy of exhibition at the New York
. World’s Fair!
Nor is the Filipino’s progressive
bent manifested only in foreign-made
- jeeps, cars and planes. Take the movies!
In Filipino hands, Tan Fleming’s master-
- piece, From Russia With Love, has un-
dergone lightning-like improvement and
is now: From Tokyo With Love. Who

says James Bond is the ultimate in ex-
citing characterization ? Why, he has al-’
ready been promoted by Filipino artists
to James Ban-dung!

Nothing new

For why should we waste precious
energy by creating entirely new ideas,
plots and characters, when many mas-
terpieces have already been created,
merely waiting for further improve-
ment? Thus, upon Boccaccio “70 we put
on a few syllabic modifications and it
is now—Bukayo ‘70!

The Americans have the famous
FBIL. With very little effort We manage
to change F to N—and presto! we have
the NBI. Tennessee Valley Authority
there—Mindanao Valley Authority here.
MVA is impressive—for it sounds like
TVA.

We can proceed to more serious mat-
ters. For example, we have improved on
the literary development of other nations
by skipping the pastoral stage of Philip-
pine literature, while our national life is
very much in it. In economc develop-
ment, other nations have had only one
‘take-off stage.” We shall surely have
not one but several,

We have to admit, though, that due
to grave financial limitations, in this
fast-moving space age we have been able
to construct only Feldas Rocket at Ys-
mael Steel, Felda’s Rocket, as we know,
cannot fly to outer space. Outer space
must come down to it. But give ‘us a
better rocket ship, and Filipino astro- .
nauts will probably outlay and out-
maneuver Gagarin, Glenn and all the
rest of them!
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