
DEAREST FOLKS, 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON-. 
13 JANMARY 1946 

THE WIND IS BLOWING QUITE STRONG, AND ALTHO THE SUN IS 

BRIGHT IT ISNT TOO HOT. IT IS THE TYP!l OF DAY THAT ~ILL BE 

COMING TO COLORADO IN THE NEAR MONTHS, I LIKE THE COLORADO 

SPRINGS. ONE DAY IT IS WINTER AND ALL IS BLEAK, THEN IT 

SUDDENLY DAWNS ON YOU THAT S0 RING IS VERY MUCH HERE AND THAT 

WHICH MAKBS SPRING WHAT IT IS ALSO EFFECTS THE SPIRIT OF MAN . 

YOU HAVE ALL BEEN SO CLOSE TO ME THESE PAST FEW DAYS AND 

BECAUSE OF IT I AM THANKFUL. MOTHERS- RICHARDS- AND ALSO A 

LETTER FROM GENE HAVE MA~E THE PAST WEEK A GOOD ONE. THANKS A LOT 

MOM F0R GETTING JANICE'S CORSAGUE(SP), AND ALSO FOR WHAT YOU DID 

WITH THE REST 0F THE MONEY. JANICE WROTE THAT IT WAS "THE MOST 

BEAT I FUL CORSAGE I VE EVER HAD". SHE ALSO MENT IONED HO''' ·aorD IT 

WAS TO BE THERE NI TH ALL OF YOU THE SEVE" AL T HJES WHILE SHE '''AS 

HOME. IT WOULD BE Slf/ELL TO SEE MAR IL YN, SHE ~AUST BE SOME NIECE. 

BUT THEN THAT GOES FOR THE REST OF THEM TOO (JOHN AND PATRICIA) . 

IT WAS Goon:ro GET YOUR LETTER RICH, I ANSWERED IT THE SA~E 

DAY SO BY THE TIME TuAT THIS REACHES HOME IT SHOULD ALREADY BE 

THERE. 

Hf'\PE THAT BENE CAN GET A TEMPORARY APO I NT~' ENT FROM FEBRUARY 

UNTIL CONFERENCE TIME. IT w,s SWELL TO BE ST~TIONED AT PREMERTON 

AND T~AT ~AV HE IS ABLE Tr GET TO P.A. WITHA OUT MUCH DIFFICULTY. 

I WONDER IF WHILE WE WERE LIVING IN TAC0MA AND WEqE TOLD THAT HE 

WOULD BE STATIONED THEqE, WHAT WE WOU LD HAVE SAID- HARD TO TELL ISNl 

IT? HIS LETTER TO BOB AND I WAS FULL OF ADRECIATION FOR THE 

HOLLIDAY SEASON, ANB BEING WITH YOU. 

THE CHAPEL SERVWCF THIS MORNING SEEMED EXTRA G00D, WHETHER IT 

WAS MEt 0~ THE SERVI rE I D0NT KNOW. BUT I nn KN()W r10RE THAN EVER 



BEF0RE THAT ~HAT I GET "IJT OF A SERVI C'F IS LARGELY DUE TO· 1HE 

ATTITUDE I HAVE WYEN I GO IN. PERHAPS THAT IS TRlJE WITHALL OF 

US. THEY HAD A QUA8TET OF NEGRO MEN THAT SANG, AND THEY WE RE vcny 

G00D. IT HAS ALWAYS SEE" En TBAT A GOOD PART OF He!ARING A N!="GRO 

SING IS TO BE ABLE TO WATCH THEM, FOR OFTEN THEIR FACES T0LL 0 ART 

OF THEIR STORY. 

THE R~ACTION TO THE ARMY DE~OB ILZATION HAS NOT BEEN FELT SO 

STRONGLY HERE. SEVERAL CONGRES ~IONAL COMITIES 'HAVE STOPPED HERE 

$ BETWEEN PLANES), AND BY WHAT THE SOLDIERS WHOM I HAVE TALKED ~ITH 

HAVE SAID, THEY DIDNT GET VERY MUCH SATISFACTION FROM THEM. THE 

WHOLE PROBLEM IS SOME WHAT COMPLEX I THINK. AT LEAST IT IS ~ORE 

THAN JUST ,ccUTE HOMESICKNESS" AS SOME PUT IT. A LARGE PAmT OF 

THE ~AV A FELLA THINKS HERE IS AFFECTED BY TµE LETTERS HE GETS FROM 

THOSr=' IN THE STATES. A LOT OF THE MEN HERE ARE REALY W0R RIED ABOUT 

THE LABOR PROBLEM, AND TH E EFFECT THAT IT WOULD HAVE ON THEM IF THEY 

WE RE HOME AND LOOKING FOR A JOB. TH EY FEEL THAT IF THEY COULD GET 

HOME Af·JD HAVE A OPORTUNITY Tn LOOK AT LABOR,COOSE UP, IT wo u1 D BE 

THAT ~~UCH BETTER. THEN TOO PI\TTERSON BE I NG OUT HERE HASNT HELPED 

MUCH, FOR BY A LARGE PART 0F THE QUESTIONS HE HAS BEEN ASKED THE 

ANS ijEDS HAVE SHO~N THAT HE ISNT TO WFL!_ INFOn ~ED. EVEN ABnmT TµE 

~AR DEPART r1ENT. AND THAT ALL ADDS TO THE FEELING OF A UNCEBTAINTY 

AMONG THE HIGHER UPS IN 1''1\SH I NGTON. MORE THAN ANY OTHER TI MF IN 

THE PAST OR E11 EN THE FUfRURE /\~'ER I CA HAS THE OPORTUN I TY TO SHO'~I THE 

WORLD ~HAT CHRISTIANITY IN A V10RKING FORM CAN MEAN, YET 11 WONDER 

IF WE ARE READY OURS ELVES, E\tn.1 TO FXTEND IT IN OU8 OWN COUNTRY. 

111 ELL, ALL TH IS HAS BEEN ON MY MEND .A LOT LATEEY fl, D I WAN TED TO 

SNARE IT WITH YOU. 

THE BOAT WE BUILT REALY WOR KS SWELL. SEVrRAL TIMES THI S PAS T 

WEEK WE ~AV E GONE OUT TO THE REEF, AND ON CE E'EN OVER IT It· TO THE 



OCEAN GEYONID. IT HANDLES NI CELY AND AS S(H1N AS 1~1E C'AN GET ANOTHER 

SET OF 9AR LOCKS FROM THE NAVY IT 1~, I LL BE r.~o~E THAN COMPLETE. 

MOST OF THE TALK AROUND THE BA SE HE9E I c: THE L01uER I NG OF 
• 

PO I N$'S IN THE COAST GUARD. ALL 1' 1E K~OW IS "IHAT HAS pi:-i:-N HEARD Q\IER 

THE RADIO. HAVE BEEN DE[)ENDING ON COfJING HOME ON RATATlnN- 1~1H.A.T 

THE LOWERING OF POINTS WILL DO '"ITH THAT IS TrO EARLY TO TELL. 

N('IV I NAVE 30 PO I NTS SO THF LO'.TR I NG OF THEM '!!Cf· T EFr - cT f1E roR 

S0f 1E TI r,t_ . 

IT IS TI ME FOR THE ''ATCH TC BE 9EL I EVED- THAT ~1EANS TH :\-

C AN GO OVER Al~D EAT SUPPEB NOW, SO I MUST STOP. I HC'PE THAT 

AS EACH DAY GOES BY OTHERS MAY SEE GODS W08K, IN US, A~1D THAT 

BECAUSE OF IT HIS LOVE MAY BE PRACTIUED BY MORE AND I ORE • 
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