At the end of this lesson, you will be able to
v'State the definition of “subconclusion”

v'Use conclusion and reason indicator expressions to
communicate and analyze arguments with subconclusions

Dr. Dona Warren, Department of Philosophy
The University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
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| Dogs can learn tricks. m

| Dogs are intelligent.

| Dogs make good pets. Ultimate Conclusion

A subconclusion is an intermediate idea on the way
from the premises to the ultimate conclusion. The
argument gives us reason to believe it, and uses it as a
reason to believe something else.
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| Dogs can learn tricks. Im
| Dogs are intelligent.

| Dogs make good pets. Ultimate Conclusion

Conclusion Indicators Reason Indicators
“Dogs can learn tricks so they're “Dogs make good pets since they’re
intelligent. Thus, they make good intelligent. After all, they can learn
pets.” tricks.”

Both Conclusion and Reason Indicators

“Dogs are intelligent because they can learn tricks. It follows that they make
good pets.”

“Dogs make good pets. This is because they can learn tricks, which shows that
they’re intelligent.”
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“Cats are easy to care for because they’re independent. Consequently, they
make good pets.”

| Cats are independent. |

A\ 4
| Cats are easy to care for. |

A\ 4
| Cats make good pets. |
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