
Wisconsin’s 
lakes & 
rivers are 
getting salty
Linnea Rock



MINNESOTA SALT USE

https://www.wrc.umn.edu/chloride



Chloride: 
What’s the 
big deal?



MARSH 
>10,000 mg/L

STREAM
>1,000 mg/L



GUIDELINES

CHRONIC ACUTE

EPA 230 mg/L 860 mg/L

Wisconsin DNR 395 mg/L 757 mg/L

Taste 250 mg/L

1 teaspoon of road salt 
in 5 gallons of 
freshwater = 230 mg/L! 



Road Salt Use
Pros Cons

Effective Toxicity 

Cheap Lake physics

Natural Damage





2017 Road Salt Report, Public Health Madison—Dane County



Study Area
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Creek Yahara River 
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Trends for..
Pheasant Branch 
Main Stem

Pheasant Branch 
South Fork
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Trends for..

Starkweather Creek





What’s next? 



Thank you!

lrock@wisc.edu
@RockLinnea
linnearocklimnology.weebly.com


