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Why am I doing this?



What does the DNR do with it?
• All of the data you collect goes directly into the 

DNR’s database (called “SWIMS”) 

• Every 2 years, DNR runs automated assessments 
on all of the data in SWIMS, for phosphorus, 
chlorophyll, and Secchi depth.  

• Your lake’s values are compared to the statewide 
thresholds to see what condition your lake is in.

• Is its water clarity:  

• Is it supporting recreation and the fish community?

• Should it be put on the Impaired Waters List so 
management actions can be pursued?
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2018 Impaired Waters Delistings by 
Pollutant

Proposed for Delisting Deletions*

*These waters are still listed for another 
pollutant.



Healthy Waters

◦ 731 previously unassessed waterbodies were newly found to be attaining uses.
New total of 6,978 waters attaining uses.



• EPA compiles summary information too, which is available online.

How is the data used nation-wide?

https://ofmpub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_nation_cy.control



Wisconsin's 2020 WisCALM

◦ A public comment period for the 2020 draft WisCALM guidance 

document was held from January 22 – March 1, 2019. Comments 

were received from five separate entities and some updates to 

WisCALM were made in response.

◦ Final version of 2020 WisCALM: Wisconsin 2020 Consolidated 

Assessment and Listing Methodology (WisCALM) [PDF]

◦ A summary of WisCALM 2020 changes: 2020 WisCALM Public 

Comment Period [PDF]

https://dnr.wi.gov/water/wsSWIMSDocument.ashx?documentSeqNo=190091155
https://dnr.wi.gov/water/wsSWIMSDocument.ashx?documentSeqNo=179305828


Citizen Lake Monitoring 
Network Homepage

https://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/clmn

• Enter data
• Data sheets
• Satellite info
• Guides and Manuals
• Graphs & Data Summaries by 

County

https://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/clmn


Lake Reports & Data Page

• Annual Reports

• Narrative Reports

• Secchi Graph

• Trophic State Index Graph

• Data Download



Annual Reports



Narrative Reports



Secchi Graph



Trophic State Index Graph



• Lake Associations can use the data to decide on the best protection or 
restoration strategies for their lakes.  
They can use the data:

• To apply for Lake Management Grants

• For Aquatic Plant Management

• For education of homeowners around the lake

• Data is used for Watershed Plans, to recommend management options.

• Data used to develop pollutant reduction plans 
(known as Total Maximum Daily Load analyses, or TMDLs) created by 
third party or DNR.

• Information about each lake is published on DNR’s website.

How is the data applied locally?





Ashippun Lake Management Plan



Ashippun Lake Management Plan



Recommendations from Planning

• Recommends full recreational use and warmwater fish 
and aquatic life objectives for Ashippun Lake!

• Dissolved Oxygen and Temperature Profiles were 
based on monitoring completed through the 
CLMN program.



Questions?


