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What is the difference between              

a clam and a mussel?

Mussels and clams refer to all kinds of animals with two 

shells, people use the terms interchangeably

Biologically/technically they are different         

we have native mussels and native clams as well 

as  invasive mussels and invasive clams



50 species of Native Mussels occur in Wisconsin

……….in all kinds of sizes, shapes, colors and textures





Mussels occur in diverse habitats

from the largest rivers to the smallest streams

most prefer running water, and clean substrate

but some species are founds in lakes or flowages



Our Native Mussels are Unique  

Long lived, slow growing, separate sexes

Require fish host to complete life cycle,                 

Each species has developed unique ways       

to attract host fish

Host Fish are critical link in life cycle,

some mussels use only a few host species 





Mimic  food

mimic food 





Why care about mussels?

What good are mussels?



Mussels have been used for centuries
Native American uses

Pearl rush 1800’s

tools (hoes, scrapers) 

decoration, food

pretty, but              

waste of resource



Pearl Button Era 1880’s -1940’s

Cultured Pearl Era – 1960’s to 1980’s



Mussels are most important for     

their ecological services!

• Natural water purifiers, 

– each mussel filters gallons/day

• Remove pollutants and contaminants

• Provide food for fish and wildlife

• Provide habitat and food for insects, crayfish, 

and other stream fauna 

• Important component of the stream processes



Natural filters



Citizen Mussel Monitors 

looking for mussels



Eastern pondmussel reported 

from Medicine Lake – NEW SPECIES

Is it found in any other lakes?



First reported 

from Medicine 

Lake in the  

Three

Lakes Chain
-

Really, which chain?

-

then it was

reported from 

Crystal, Deer and 

Dog Lakes











WE found 

them!

Lots of 

them!

Shallow water, 

along the shore, 

around piers, 

piles of dead 

shells 



We found 

Eastern

pondshell 

plus 12 

other 

mussel 

species



And 

we 

were 

happy



Other mussel species we found 

common



Some of the other species we found –

not common





Great Mystery

How did it get here?                     
Atlantic slope species

These lakes not connected to Great 

Lakes, flow to the Wisconsin River

found in New York, Pennsylvania 

Eastern Michigan (Lake St. Clair)

but not the UP



Who are the host 

fish for the Eastern 

pondmussel ?

Known hosts, there could be more:

Yellow perch

Largemouth bass

Pumpkinseed

Bluegill



Mussel Bioblitz 2019

Date:  Saturday, August 17th

Time: 10-4, or any portion you can make

Location: TBD (any suggestions?) 

Details will follow

Who:  All welcome, old, young, in between



So go out and look 

for shells 

or live individuals



Eastern pondmussel siphoning in the lake bed
they blend in but look kind of like brown bumps



If you live or 

play on any 

of these 

lakes please 

look for 

mussels 
and report 

what you find 

–

especially 

interested if 

Easterm 

pondmussel 

are in the 

Eagle Chain 

of Lakes



Check out our 

Mussel 

Monitoring 

website;

watri.net/

inventory/

mussels 



Pick a County,

- then pick a 

River or Lake 

- see what 

mussels 

have been 

collected

(we have very 

few records 

for lakes)







See what 

you can find 

it and 

report it 

on 

iNaturalist or 

our Mussel 

Monitoring 

website




