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Dawn of an era

Year Species Waterbody
1923 Rainbow smelt Lake Michigan

1955 Curly leaf pondweed &
Chinese mystery 
snails

William Lake, 
Marquette County

1957 Rusty crayfish Whitefish Lake, 
Oneida County

1962 Eurasian water milfoil Lake Mendota,
Dane County

First new detections in Wisconsin



Evolution
• Initially incidental 

reports

• Some systematic 
attempts in 90’s 

• SWIMS ~2002



Evolution
• Data driven web 

pages

• Spatial and 
tabular data 
available

dnr.wi.gov search “AIS efforts”



Lakes and Aquatic Invasive 
Species Mapping Tool



Lakes, Rivers, and Wetlands 
with Aquatic Invasive Species



Species Locations



Evolution

• GLRI Partnership Grant in 2010 for 
prevention, education, and 
monitoring.

• First statewide systematic AIS 
monitoring





• 200 lakes/yr
for 5 years

• Rate of AIS 
spread stable

• Protocols 
effective



Target sites (2 min each)

Visual survey

Early Detection Methods
Stream Pilot Project



2015 Streams
• 100 steams

• Urban land 
use

• Protocols 
effective



Early Detection Methods
Wetland Pilot Project



Target species
• 12 Aquatic plants
• 12 Wetland plants
• 10 Invertebrate
• 10 Fish

• Adding more!







Next Steps
• Integrating with routine DNR water 

quality monitoring

• Identifying priority waters for early 
detection monitoring

• Lack staff to sustain efforts beyond 
routine so need help from citizen 
programs!




