Fostering Attention to Surface Water Issues with
Paddlers, Photographers, River Angels and
Citizen Scientists

John Sullivan
Retired WDNR Water Quality Specialist




Outline

- My Monitoring Background

- River Angel, Paddling & Photography Networks
- Social Media - Facebook

- News Media

Focus: Mississippi River & La Crosse River Marsh
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Raising Resource Awareness Through Books
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River Angels




Examples of Assistance Provided

River Information
Water

Shower
Campsite or Bed
Food

Ride for supplies
Ride to Iltasca/Start
Wash Clothes

Electricity (charging)
WIFI — Internet access
Computer access

TV (news & weather

Moral Support &
Encouragement




Focused Waterway Groups:

Missouri River Paddlers
Mississippi River Paddlers
Lower Mississippi River Paddlers

Mississippi River Paddlers
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causes

Juvenile Diabetes Research
Breast Cancer Research
Post Traumatic Stress - Vets
Suicide Prevention

Buddies not Bullies

Climate Awareness
Water Quality — Citizen Scientists
Education — Augsburg College

Youth Camps
Youth Homes

History Museums




Media Coverage

Tribimie

Fresh off Appalachian Trail, former Marine

Mews  Sperts  Dbituaren  Opmien  Bey & Sell

paddling Mississippi River

La Crosse Tribune

ews

i

ABCN

)

-

Mississippi River 2015
Thru-paddiers

Ey Johe F Sailfzan

T.'j-c palding seavon nared early
shis year, wish the deparre of
the Rediscover Konth &mer
2 Faxpedhion a she Gl of Mexicn
. Jazeary 2 {see Big Biver, May- June
2115). S paddlers nmched sheir
thoee Emoes imo che Gulf of Mex)
o, then proceeded wp e dechafais
y2 Rdver v the Misbwippi. “There they
izmied thelr cannes Ineo the swift coid
waers of the Mislsdppl and paddied
all the way 0 the moueh of che Mo
nesia Biver 2 Se Fauld Fomunzesly
the mver was nnemally dow Lase spring,
but cold wearher, snow and Ice sowed
ikt progress ai simes. “The expedidon
cromed Moo via che Minneso

i and Red reveery and ehen Sillowed 2
maxe of big lakes and riversin Camada

1o reach che Arovic Ovean Sepeember 2,

afeer padidling 5,234 mfles
Anncher amibisiuus paddler, Sieee

Ao ko Fobl ored Leeeew Donr porr 3t Looe (s Do

Peumcde, arsempred @ similar erip from
the Oul on Masch 3 and sruppled
with high waeer unit reaching Mem-
phits oo &pril 11."Thers Seeve quis the
river and congtnued his sdweneure on
hicyrle — peddling men New York (hy
om Jume 21

Ty

18 B Rreee Magaae | Jonuory-February 2004

In 2015, & mzl of 51 abmu-paddiers
semreedd gn ibve source of the Mbatop
pi Bver, Lake leascy, from fese afier
loz-nut b ek - My ehinoegch early Sep
t=mber. Ome ninable paddier, Dale
Sanders, who bad Juse turmed B0, siar
ed wih shaee fiznds and a film cew
on May 15 They baetled snow siorms
and oofd windy wessher early In their
i near Bemid)l, Minn. Tale pad
dling parenen had 2 kand «ome keeping
up with him as ke purssed his goal of
reaching che Cudfin 80 days! Dale pad
died imen the Guif on Asguse 15 wikh
ax laase three of the original wam mem
bers — Richard Sojourner, Asssin -
ham and #rad "Tallent — rateng more
than $ 33000 for che Juvenile Dishbetes
Research Foundaiion

Bk Dale and Richard comples
ed thefr erips In 80 days of paddisg
However, Richard ook a break (o ke
purly 2 Wichshurg, Mis  dure s hess




Mississippi River Mayfly Emergence Monitoring
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USA National Phenology Network - Mayfly Watch
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Mississippi River Photos Facebook Group
‘ n Mississippi River photos
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Mississippil River Photo Shoots

February 1, 2015
July 4, 2015
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Friends of the
La Crosse Marsh

Vegetation Plantings
Water Level Monitoring
Trail Maintenance
Habitat Enhancement
Education

La Crosse River Marsh Strategic Plan
Prepared by Friends ofthe La Crosse River Marsh

March 2016




Expansion of wild rice in the La Crosse Marsh provides ...
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change for the animals that inhabit that area. Friends of the La Crosse .
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Sep 15, 2015 - An advocacy group hopes to boost the wild rice growing in the La
Crosse River marsh. Its geal is to improve habitat for migrating waterfowl and ...
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Group hopes to grow wild rice in marsh - La Crosse Tribune
lacrossetribune.com/_ wild-rice.._marsh/article_0293b... = La Crosse Tribune
Sep 15, 2015 - A wood duck swims among cattails Monday in the La Crosse River
Marsh. The Friends of the La Crosse Marsh want to try growing wild rice in ...
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Thank youl!
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Pathways to the Mississippi
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Status Update of a
Citizen-Scientist
Mayfly Emergence
Monitoring Network
for the UMR
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