
Stories from an Active Lake District
Lake Helen, Portage County, WI

Rob Hvizdak
Commissioner

Lake Helen P&R District

Paul Skawinski
Regional AIS Coordinator

Golden Sands RC&D

RP



Lake Helen
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Dredging Project
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Help from Golden Sands RC&D

July 2008 - Lake Helen Chairman contacts RC&D office:
What kinds of good plants do we have in the lake?
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2008 – Free and Clear

No invasive plants documented in Lake Helen

Portage County Eurasian watermilfoil (2008)
 11 lakes

Portage County curly-leaf pondweed (2008)
 7 lakes
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Split up four boats to gather as many 
different plant species as possible

P



Back at the boat landing…

Muskgrasses (Chara)
Variable pondweed
Illinois pondweed

Common waterweed 
Northern watermilfoil 

Coontail 
White water crowfoot 

Water celery 
Eurasian watermilfoil 
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White-stem pondweed
Fries’ pondweed

Flat-stem pondweed
Sago pondweed

Floating-leaf pondweed 
Slender naiad 



EWM
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Rapid Response – Hand-pulling
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Rapid Response – Hand-pulling
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2009 hand pulling
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Spring 2010 Hand-pulling
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2010 Hand-pulling
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Summer 2010 – Options

Underwater video to show Lake District

Board of Commissioners
Continue hand-pulling?
Herbicide application?
Integrated management?
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2010 Small-scale herbicide treatment

Less than ¼ acre
Granular formula (2,4-D)
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Help at Collins Lake, Tree Lake
Collins Lake – EWM 
discovered, also in 2008, 
very low population

Tree Lake – No EWM, but 
heavy use
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On a related note…

New EWM Discoveries 2008 – 2010 in Portage County

Lake Helen – 5+ hand-pulling efforts, herbicide needed

Collins Lake – 4 hand-pulling efforts, not detected by latest visual

survey of EWM sites

Wolf Lake – 6+ hand-pulling efforts, <10% of original sites remain

Rocky Run Wetland – 2 hand-pulling efforts, not detected by latest

visual survey of EWM sites

Sunset Lake – 2 hand-pulling efforts, lake group elected for herbicide

Pickerel Lake – 1 hand-pulling effort, herbicide needed



CBCW
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Distribute AIS info to community

Kids at fishing tournament
newspaper articles
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Educating Riparian Property Owners
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Lake Management Plan Oct 2008
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Lake Walk

Designed to educate community about the lake and history of 
the surrounding area
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Fish Stocking
Walleye Largemouth bass Yellow Perch
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Portage County EWM Meeting Oct 2010

Idea started by Lake Helen and Lake Emily groups

Bring together lake representatives from across Portage 
County to discuss successes and challenges

Spring 2011 meeting to come – official county lakes 
group formation in future?
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Sunset over Lake Helen


