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From The Twilight Zone to Black Mirror, the genre of science fiction continues to provide a snapshot 
of where society is headed. This talk explores the way social science and science fiction have always 
been intertwined. 
 

 
 
This HANK Talk will be in-person in the James F. Veninga Theater in the Center for Civic 
Engagement on the UW-Stevens Point at Wausau campus and streamed live on the Lecture 
& Arts YouTube Live channel. 
The archived Talk (and the entire series) will be accessible from the UW-Stevens Point at 
Wausau Lecture & Arts webpage. 
 
 
David Barry is an Associate Professor of Sociology at UW-Stevens Point and UW-Stevens Point at 
Wausau. He is also the internship coordinator for the Sociology Internship Program. Barry received 
his Ph.D. in Sociology at Western Michigan University in 2012, specializing in the sociology of 
religion. He teaches courses on religion, globalization, social inequality, and social theory at both 
campuses. Barry’s research interests include religious nationalism, social change, and global 
identity. He has published articles in regional, national, and internationally recognized journals. He is 
currently the president-elect for the Wisconsin Sociological Association. 
 


