
Educated Guessing Strategies for Multiple Choice Tests 

Note: Guessing strategies are not a substitute for good study habits and test preparation. They are not 
foolproof and will not guarantee the correct answer. They will, however, help when you are not completely 

sure of the answer, must narrow down the choices or choose between two reasonably good answers. 

1. Frequency of Occurrence Strategy: 
Look for items that appear in more than one of the choices 

 

 

2. Root and Prefix Clues Strategy 

Latin or Greek roots: Knowing these will help in gleaning a partial meaning of certain words 

 

3.  Negative Prefixes 

Knowing these can help in selecting a similar answer with a negative meaning, for example: 

(dis)- disorganized 

(im)-imbalanced 

(ir)-irresponsible 

(il)-illogical 

(in)-incomplete 

(un)-unimportant 

 

 

 



 

4.  Eliminate Extremes 

When numerical options vary greatly, chances are that the best response is in the middle ranges. Eliminate the highest 

and lowest options. 

 

5. Similar Choice Strategy 

Certain questions have answers that are closely related or almost identical, except for one detail. This should be your 

clue to choose one of the two similar answers. The similar choices cannot both be correct, but either of them may be the 

correct answer. 

 

6. Opposite Choice Strategy 

In some cases, the best choice is between two very different or opposite choices. 

 

 

 



7. Umbrella Option Strategy 

When one option encompasses the other options or is more inclusive, choose it. 

 

Choose a) 

 

8. Avoid Absolutes 

If an ‘absolute’ such as always, never, every, all, none, etc. is present, consider the option false. 

 

9. The Exception or Most Different Answer Strategy 

Read the question carefully and pick the option that is different from or does not belong with the other options. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

10. Longest Answer Strategy 

Sometimes the correct response is longer than the others. When more time is put into developing a response, chances 

are it is correct. 

 

11. Key Word Strategy 

Choose a response that has the same or similar words in it as the question. 

 

12. Grammatically Correct Strategy: Eliminate responses that are not grammatically correct 

 

Resource: http://www.wiu.edu/advising/docs/mastering_test_taking.pdf 

http://www.wiu.edu/advising/docs/mastering_test_taking.pdf

