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Director’s Notes

Welcome to Almost, Maine.  Population: 300.  

The city doesn’t exist on any map, so you don’t have to 
bother looking for it.  But it’s there, nonetheless.  There 
isn’t a whole lot to do in Almost.  Most people pass the time 
doing what most people do when they pass the time.  They 
fall in and out of love.  Almost is a place you will recognize, 
and yet, all is not what it appears.  Under the brilliance of the 
vast Maine night sky, something magical is about to happen.

It’s 9pm on a Friday night, and the people in Almost are 
doing what they usually do on Friday night, well . . . almost.

Thank you for coming out to support the theatre!

~Tyler Marchant



Scene Designer Notes

What if love were tangible? What would you do if someone 
broke your heart and it actually burst into a million pieces? 

Welcome to the small town of Almost, Maine. 

For this production, I had the great challenge of creating a 
world where the people of Almost try to articulate what love 
truly means to them. Because they speak of love in literal 
terms, I had to create a world that captured the complexity 
of the emotion that these characters experience on this one 
extraordinary night.  Even though their world is different from 
ours, it is easy for us to connect with their situations. 

When I began thinking about a design concept for the 
production, director Tyler Marchant introduced me to the 
work of Frank Gehry, an architect who inspired and greatly 
influenced my design. Gehry has created some of the most 
visually stunning buildings and architectural wonders, such as 
the Guggenheim Museum in Spain and the Walt Disney 
Concert Hall in LA.  Another major inspiration for my design 
was the Opening Ceremony for the 2010 Vancouver Winter 
Olympics.  By mixing Gehry’s innovative design with the 
spectacle of the Winter Olympics, I was able to create an 
abstract ‘snowscape’ which the people of Almost, Maine call 
home. To create the night sky, it took over five hundred yards 
of China silk and a team of six creative individuals. No matter 
where you are in the Studio Theatre,  you will be enveloped by 
the magic that takes place in Almost. 

Again, I welcome you to Almost, Maine and I hope you enjoy 
your visit! 

~Nicholas J. Reising 
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Almost, Maine
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Place:  Almost, Maine

Setting: Friday night, 9pm. Winter

Prologue

Act I

Scene 1:  Her Heart

Scene 2:  Sad and Glad

Scene 3:  This Hurts

Scene 4:  Getting It Back

INTERMISSION

Act II

Interlogue

Scene 5:  They Fell

Scene 6:  Where It Went

Scene 7:  Story of Hope

Scene 8:  Seeing The Thing

Epilogue
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Adams, Molly (Waitress) Freshman BFA Acting Major from 
	 St. Louis Park, MN.

Barnhill, Jessica (Assistant Stage Manager) Sophomore BFA Design
	 Technology Major from Tomahawk, WI.

Billington, Emily (Costume Designer) Sophomore BFA Design 
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Boehlke, Andrea (Ginette, Gayle) Junior BFA Acting Major from
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	 Milwaukee, WI.  Recipient of the Theatre & Dance Incoming 	
	 Freshman Scholarship.

Collins, Bri (Assistant Stage Manager) Senior BFA Design Technology 	
	 and Psychology Minor from Blue Mounds, WI. 

Debs, Katie (Assistant Director) Senior BFA Musical Theatre Major 	
	 from Middleton, WI. 

Ford-Dunker, John (Jimmy, Phil) Freshman BFA Musical Theatre Major 	
	 from Fargo, ND.  Recipient of the Theatre & Dance Incoming 	
	 Freshman Scholarship.

Freberg, Nathan (Lighting Designer) Senior BFA Design Technology 	
	 Major from Menomonie, WI. 

Garry, Evan (Pete) Junior BFA Musical Theatre Major and Dance 
	 Minor from Lodi, WI. Recipient of the Backstage Musical 
	 Theatre Scholarship.

Hansen, Stephanie (House Manager) Junior BFA Musical Theatre 
	 Major from Hartford, WI.  Recipient of the Anne Gilfrey 
	 Schierl Freshman in Musical Theatre Scholarship.

Horstmeier, Jacob J.(Lendall, Chad, Dave) Junior BFA Musical Theatre 	
	 Major and Dance Minor from Random Lake, WI.   Recipient of 	
	 the Jason Hall Theatre Experience Award.
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Javenkoski, Neal  (Assistant Lighting Designer) Freshman BFA Acting 
	 Major from Middleton, WI. 
		
Kennedy, Emma (Marci) Junior BFA Acting Major from 
	 Waunakee, WI.

Kinnamon, Kyla (Properties Designer) Sophomore BFA Design 
	 Technology Major from Deforest, WI.
		
Krsnak, Jordan (Chorus) Freshman BFA Acting Major from 
	 Moorhead, MN.  Recipient of the Theatre & Dance Incoming 	
	 Freshman Scholarship.

Laedtke, John  (Properties Technician) Freshman BFA Musical Theatre 	
	 Major from Waupaca, WI.

LaRose, David  (Stage Manager) Senior BFA Design Technology and 
	 History Major from Plover, WI.  Recipient of the Anne Gilfrey 	
	 Schierl Fine Arts Award in Design Technology, Crosby 
	 Scholarship in Technical Theatre, the Isabelle Stelmohoske 
	 London Scholarship and Kennedy Center American College
	 Regional Theatre Festival Society of Property Artists and 
	 Managers Outstanding Achievement in Properties Design.

Martin, Amanda (Properties Technician) Junior BA Arts Management 	
	 and Business Administration Major from Stevens Point, WI.

Olson, Dan (Steve) Senior BFA Acting Major from Ripon, WI. 

Petersen, Larissa (House Manager) Sophomore BA Arts Management
	 Major from Neenah, WI.

Raymond, Maggie (Glory, Rhonda) Senior BFA Acting Major from 
	 Madison, WI. Recipient of the Anne Gilfrey Schierl Incoming 	
	 Freshman Award in Acting and a National Irene Ryan 
	 Audition Finalist.

Reising, Nicholas (Scenic Designer) Junior BFA Design Technology and 
	 Business Administration Major from Potosi, WI.  Recipient of
	 the Theatre & Dance Incoming Freshman in Design 
	 Technology Scholarship, Anne Gilfrey Schierl fine Arts Award 	
	 in Design Technology and the UW-Stevens Point Leadership 	
	 Award.
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Sicard, Brynn (House Manager) Junior BFA Acting Major from 
	 Neenah, WI.

Spooner, Zachary (East) Senior BA Drama Major from Conrath, WI.  	
	 Recipient of the UWSP Theatre & Dance Scholarship in 		
	 Drama.

Traxler, Bailey (House Manager) Junior BA Arts Management and 
	 Business Major from Appleton, WI.

Trudeau, Michael (Sound Design) Senior BFA Design Technology 
	 Major and Psychology Minor from West Bend, WI.

Vander Velden, Kate (Marvalyn, Chorus) Sophomore BFA Acting and
	 Psychology Major from Random Lake, WI.  Recipient of the 	
	 Anne Gilfrey Schierl Freshman Award in Acting.

Wales, Grace (Hope) Junior BFA Musical Theatre Major and Business 	
	 Administration Minor from Elkhorn, WI.  Recipient of the 	
	 Neale Alumni Honors Freshman Scholarship.	
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Contributions to Backstage provide students with educational 
opportunities that cannot otherwise be supported. In the past, Backstage 

funds have supported student participation in regional and national 
dance and theatre festivals, purchased equipment for Jenkins Theatre, and 
brought guest actors, directors, and choreographers to teach and perform 

at UW-Stevens Point. 
Questions? Contact the Development Office at 

(715) 346-3056 or www.uwsp.edu/theatre-dance. 
The students, faculty, and patrons of the UWSP Department of Theatre 

and Dance THANK YOU for your support of Backstage!

Name (please print)______________________________________ 

Phone ( ______ ) ____________________

Address _____________________________________________________                	
	
City ______________________________ 

State ____ Zip _______ Email __________________________________

In honor/memory of __________________________________________

Please consider a contribution today. 
Your gift is tax deductible as allowed by law.

Angel ($1,000+)
Producer ($750+)
Artistic Director ($500+) 
Manager ($250+)
Director ($100+)
Stage Manager ($50+)
I wish to remain anonymous.
I am interested in making a planned gift to the UWSP Department of 	
	 Theatre and Dance. 
Other $__________

Contributions by check - please make payable to 
UWSP Foundation-Backstage Fund and mail in the envelope provided

If you would like to make a gift with your credit card, 
please visit www.uwsp.edu/foundation and indicate you would like your 

donation to benefit the “Backstage Fund”.

Backstage Fund • 2100 Main Street, Suite 212 • Stevens Point, WI 54481 



BACKSTAGE
The Department of Theatre & Dance welcomes support for our 
educational and artistic activities through a variety of programs, 

including existing scholarships and endowments, special projects 
support, bequests and planned gifts. For more information about 
contributing to the Department of Theatre & Dance, please refer 

to the enclosed Backstage envelope, or contact
CJ Robinson, the COFAC Director of Development, at 715-346-3056.

Angel ($1,000+)

Charlotte Baruch

Carl & Judi Carlson

Joseph & Tammi Colianni
(Matching gift from Wells Fargo)

Joan Karlen & Jack Hurrish 
(Matching gift from Sentry Insurance)

Marilyn  Kapter & John  Bernd

Andrew  & Patty  Kern

James & Mary Ann Nigbor

John & Patty Noel
(Make a Mark Foundation)

Dr. Anne Gilfrey Schierl

Sentry Insurance Foundation, Inc.

James & Pamela Vorland

Manager ($250-$499)

Patricia A. Curti

Alice Peet Faust

Gurdon & LuAnn Hamilton

Jerry & Fay Marchant

Bill Schierl & Sarena Melotte

Red 7 Salon, Inc.

Lawrence & Julia Weiser

Scott West

Artistic Director ($500-$999)

Marie & Tom Firkus

Edie Kraus

Harry & Susan Pokorny

Isabelle Stelmahoske

A special thank you to our 2010-2011 Backstage supporters
Donations received July 2010-January 2011



Rose R. Adams

Karl & Karen Aldinger

John T. & Monica Anderson

James & Madeleine Haine

Marvin Hansen & Melissa Mayo Hansen

Mary L. Heckel

Jan & Kathleen Hermann 

David Hill & Susan Hohn

Daniel & Karen Humiston

Bruce Javenkowski & Janet Breidel

Diane Kippenhan-Vollmer

Daniel &  Donna Marx

John & Cynthia Porter

Sandra Swisher-Pheiffer

Stephen & Mary Rees

Walter Seibert

Dale Schneider & Karen Dunn

Richard & Carolyn Sommer

Carlton & Joanne Spooner
(In Honor of Zachary Spooner)

Kenneth & Sharon Williams

David Worth & Cindy Schultz-Worth

James Zager & Jill Walmsley Zager

Backstage (continued)

Director ($100-$249)

Stage Manager (up to $99)

Thomas & Marie App

Ruth Baker

Jean Broomell

Denis & Susan Crevier

Peter & Carol Forseth

Annette Gosh

Andrew & Sarah Kahler

Mark, Brigitte & Tristan Koepke

Cynthia A. Lindau

Sarah E. Montross

Angie & Jeffery Nyquist

John & Eva Mae Regnier

Ruth M. Saecker

Allan & Margaret Weber




