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Dr. Mary Bowman



Office hours:
Monday 1-2:30
Office: CCC 433



      

Tuesday/Thursday 1:00-1:50

Phone: 346-4338





Wednesday 1:00-1:50

E-mail: mbowman@uwsp.edu



Friday 10:00-10:50


Rental: 
The Riverside Chaucer, ed. Larry D. Benson

Purchase:
Dream Visions and Other Poems, ed. Kathryn Lynch (Norton, $20 new) ISBN 0-393-92588-9 (needed before Sept. 13)
The Canterbury Tales: Fifteen Tales and the General Prologue, ed. Kolve and Olson, 2nd ed. (Norton, $22.50 new) ISBN 0-393-92587-0 (needed before Sept. 29)

English 330/530 is a study of the works of Geoffrey Chaucer, with emphasis on The Canterbury Tales, in Middle English. Developing facility with Middle English is a necessary tool and will occupy much of our attention in the first few weeks, but is a means rather than a primary goal of the course.  Similarly, we will need to learn some things about the historical context, culture, and genres of the period, but our primary concern will be developing the ability to read the texts closely and construct meanings from them.

This course is primarily intended for English majors and minors, although all students are welcome.  It meets the major authors requirement of the major and minor. It should add to your knowledge of British literature, and may be an invitation to and preparation for further reading and study of medieval literature or provide a historical perspective on later literature. 

This course is also part of the Communication in the Major program (for those under the new General Education Program) and is Writing Emphasis (for those completing the GDRs).  By the end of the course you should be able to 

· Apply discipline-specific standards of oral and written communication to compose an articulate, grammatically correct, and organized presentation/piece of writing with properly documented and supported ideas, evidence, and information suitable to the topic, purpose, and audience; and
· Critique your own and others’ writing/oral presentations to provide effective and useful feedback to improve your communication.

The success of this course depends heavily on the active involvement of students. There are several specific kinds of work you will be doing:

· Do the reading before class, and do it thoughtfully.  Reading in Middle English may be difficult at first, especially if you have no experience with it.  Do the best you can, and feel free to bring to class any questions about language if necessary.  As we get more comfortable with the language, come prepared with comments, questions, and/or passages noted that you would like to discuss.  I will have some specific suggestions for things to think about, but do not feel limited to them.  
· Come to class consistently and participate in discussions to the best of your ability. The more each person contributes to the discussion, the more enjoyable and beneficial the course will be for everyone.  This will include reading out loud in Middle English. ( If you are shy, I encourage you to set a goal of speaking up about once every other class meeting, and to let me know if there is anything I can do to help you feel comfortable contributing. If you lack confidence about your understanding of the material, it’s all the more important to speak up—and remember, others may have the same questions.  If you tend to talk a lot in class, try to be mindful of the quieter people around you and hang back occasionally.
· Take a few translation quizzes, as scheduled during the first few weeks and occasionally thereafter (announced or unannounced).

· Write three papers. Deadlines are included on the class schedule; detailed assignments will be given in class. The second and third papers can be revised and resubmitted.

· A short (500-750 words) paper on the early poetry;

· A medium-length (1000-1500 words) paper on the first parts of the Tales;

· A longer paper (about 2000) words on any of Chaucer’s works and incorporating secondary research.  
There will be required preliminary steps toward the second and third papers.
· Peer review:  For the two longer papers, read and comment on three or four classmates’ papers, following guidelines that will be provided.

· Presentation: Give a 5 to 8-minute oral version of your second paper to the class.
· Final Exam: a written test consisting of passages from Chaucer’s poetry which you will translate, identify, and/or comment on.

Detailed grading criteria for papers and presentations will be distributed and discussed in class well before the assignments are due.  Graded assignments are weighted in the course grade as follows:

Paper 1: 10%
Quizzes:10%

Paper 2: 15%
Final exam:15%
Presentation: 10%
Attendance, preparation, participation, drafts,

Paper 3: 25%

peer review: 15%

Students opting to revise paper 2 or 3 may earn up to 10% of the weight of the revised paper in bonus percentage points (added to the calculated grade).

Grading Rubric for Attendance, Preparation, and Participation

	
	Plusses – at least a few things here needed for an A
	Expectation – meeting this in all categories is necessary for a B
	Minuses – these will lead to grades lower than B

	Attendance
	Is present for all of every class meeting, or (rarely) is absent for a compelling reason, which is shared with the instructor promptly.
	Attends consistently (at least 90% of the time).  Occasional absences or late arrival are mostly for a valid reason.
	Missing class, arriving late, or leaving early, more than 10% of the time, or less often but without explanation.

	Attentiveness 
	Consistently comes equipped (book, notebook, etc.) to class. Is always listening actively when not speaking.  
	Usually comes equipped and is listening actively when not speaking.
	Attends to something other than class activities.

	Topic ideas and drafts
	
	Submitted as scheduled, showing an appropriate degree of progress toward the final draft, allowing for meaningful feedback.
	Not done, done late, or done but sketchy (failing to show appropriate progress toward the final draft; not enough material to allow for meaningful feedback).

	Peer feedback
	More than usually helpful or insightful.
	Specific comments are made and explained.
	Not done, done late, or comments are too brief, vague, or general to give the writer much useful feedback.

	Quality of participation
	Makes comments that stand out for the level of careful thought they demonstrate: about the material and about the unfolding conversation. 
	
	Makes comments that reflect inattentiveness to others’ contributions or lack of preparation, are irrelevant, or otherwise tend to derail the conversation.

	Classroom community
	Improves the conversation in a significant way.  (E.g. helps draw others out, makes extra effort to contribute if shy, etc.)
	
	Impairs the conversation in a significant way. (E.g. dominates discussion, talks while others are talking, treats other students or their ideas with disrespect) 



Attendance.  Because participation in discussion is a large part of the course, attendance is included along with preparation and participation in determining your course grade as described above. Let me know when you are absent, late, or unable to participate in a particular activity for some legitimate reason. If you are absent for any reason, it’s a good idea to check D2L for any handouts or powerpoints and to ask a classmate to share their notes—but these are the next-best-thing, not a substitute for coming to class

Late papers.  You will benefit most from this course when you do your writing according to the schedule I have set up for drafting, getting feedback, and revising.  I will lower the grade on a paper by one-third letter grade (e.g. B+ to B or B- to C+) for each class meeting that the paper is late. If legitimate problems interfere with getting your work in on time, talk with me about them, the earlier the better. No work will be accepted after the end of finals week except in extraordinary situations with approval.
Calculating Grades:  Letter grades are converted to points, and points back to a letter grade for the course, using the following scale:  D, 60-66.99%; D+, 67-69.99%; C- 70-72.99%; C, 73-76.99%; C+, 77-79.99%; B-, 80-82.99%; B, 83-86.99%, B+, 87-89.99%, A-, 90-92.99%, A, 93-100%.  An assignment not turned in is recorded as 0, but an F paper gets points in the F range.

Academic honesty. Students enrolled in an upper-level course should already understand the difference between appropriate and inappropriate forms of help in writing papers and know generally accepted standards for how to select, use, and cite sources.  If that’s not true of you, or if you have questions or feel unsure about any use of help or sources, ask before proceeding. Any instance of Academic Misconduct will be dealt with according to University policy, which includes the possibility of an F for the assignment or for the course.  (Information about the Academic Misconduct policy is available at http://www.uwsp.edu/dos/Documents/AcademicIntegrityBrochure.pdf.)

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: If you have a disability and may need accommodations for this course, please contact the Office of Disability Services.  Call 715 346-3365 or email dissv@uwsp.edu to make an appointment or get more information. Disability Services is located in room 609 of the Albertson Learning Resource Center (Library).

Use of Technology: Phones, tablets, or other devices should be silenced and put away, unless you are using them to take or refer to notes and you have the discipline to avoid distractions.  Note: Students may not make audio, video, or photographic recordings of lectures or other class activities without written permission from the instructor. Anyone violating this policy will be asked to turn off the device being used. Refusal to comply with the policy will result in the student being asked to leave the classroom, and possibly being reported to the Dean of Students.

(continued)

Email: Your UWSP email account is the university’s standard method of communication with you, and you should check it regularly.  I may at times use email to contact the class or individual students; I will routinely use the course home page in D2L for reminders and announcements.

Assessment: UWSP regularly assesses the General Education Program to ensure that we are providing you with the best education we can.  As part of this effort, samples of student work may be shared, anonymously, with a small group of faculty members.  Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns about how your work may be used in the assessment process.

Any change to the syllabus will be announced in class and posted in D2L.


Copies of all course documents and additional resources will be available in Desire2Learn (http://www.uwsp.edu/d2l/Pages/default.aspx) and on my website (www4.uwsp.edu/english/mbowman/330/).

As a UWSP student, you have access to Microsoft’s OneDrive (cloud storage) and Office 365 (online versions of Word, Excel, etc.), and can download Office 2016 to your own devices. Get started here: https://portal.office.com/Home

Book abbreviations: NDV = Dream Visions and Other Poems, NCT = The Canterbury Tales: Fifteen Tales, and RC = the Riverside Chaucer.  

	
	Sept. 8
“The Former Age,” RC pages 650-51
Also read, or start reading, “The Historical Chaucer” in NCT, 473-92, and the biography in RC, xv-xxvi.

	Sept. 13
“Merciless Beauty,” “To Rosemounde,” “Truth,” and “Gentilesse,” NDV pages 217-221 or RC 649, 653, 654, 659.

	Sept. 15
“Fortune,” RC pages 652-3.  

“The Complaint of Chaucer to his Purse,” RC page 656 or NDV pages 225-6

Translation quiz: This will be a passage we’ve looked at before.

	Sept. 20
Begin The Book of the Duchess,  (goal: line 486, NDV pages 6-17 or RC 330-336)


	Sept. 22
BD (goal: line 919, NDV page 27 or RC 341)

Translation quiz: This will be a passage from today’s reading.

	Sept. 27
Finish BD

	Sept. 29
Begin the General Prologue to the Canterbury Tales (goal: line 284, NCT pages 3-9).  
Translation quiz: This will be a passage you haven’t prepared.

	Oct. 4
Continue GP (goal: line 541, NCT page 16)
Paper #1 due (one copy)
	Oct. 6
Finish GP. 

Also read E. Talbot Donaldson, “Chaucer the Pilgrim,” NCT pages 503-511.



	Oct. 11
Begin Knight’s Tale (goal: end of part 1, line 1354: NCT pages 23-34)

Also read Barbara Nolan, “‘A Poet Ther Was’: Chaucer’s Voices in the General prologue to The Canterbury Tales,” NCT pages 511-534.
	Oct. 13
Continue KT (goal: l. 2208, NCT page 52)



	Oct. 18
Finish KT

Also read Brooke Bergan, “Surface and Secret in the Knight’s Tale,” photocopy


	Oct. 20
Miller’s Prologue and Tale, NCT pages 71-88

Also read Peter Goodall, “‘Allone, Withouten any Compaignye’: Privacy in the First Fragment of the Canterbury Tales,” photocopy

	Oct. 25
Reeve’s Prologue and Tale, Cook’s Prologue and Tale, NCT pages 88-102

Also read “The Dramatic Principle,” NCT pages 534-38
	Oct. 27
Man of Law’s Introduction, Prologue, Tale, and Epilogue, RC 87-104
Paper 2 “ideas draft” due

	Nov. 1
Paper 2 due (multiple copies—see assignment sheet)

Wife of Bath’s Prologue, NCT pages 102-121
	Nov. 3
Read and comment on peers’ papers. (Guidelines will be provided.)

Full class will not meet: Group conferences to be scheduled.

	Nov. 8
Wife of Bath’s Tale (NCT pages 121-130) and Analogues (xerox to be provided)
Revision of paper 2 due (optional)

	Nov. 10
Clerk’s Prologue and Tale, NCT pages 154-185

Presentations (schedule TBA)



	Nov. 15
Merchant’s Prologue, Tale, and Epilogue, NCT pages 185-211

Presentations (schedule TBA)
	Nov. 17
Squire’s Introduction and Tale, RC pages 169-77
Presentations (schedule TBA)

	Nov. 22
Franklin’s Introduction, Prologue, and Tale, NCT pages 212-233

Presentations (schedule TBA)
	Nov. 24
HOLIDAY

	Nov. 29
Class meets in CCC 323
Pardoner’s Introduction, Prologue, and Tale, NCT pages 233-248
Topic ideas for paper 3
	Dec. 1
Prioress’s Introduction, Prologue, and Tale; Prologue and Tale of Sir Thopas; and Prologue to the Tale of Melibee, NCT pages 248-262

	Dec. 6
Nun’s Priest’s Prologue, Tale, and Epilogue, NCT pages 269-85; Sources and Analogues, NCT pages 455-464
“Ideas draft” of paper 3 and list of likely sources
	Dec. 8
Second Nun’s Prologue and Tale, RC pages 262-69, Friar’s and Summoner’s Prologues and Tales, NCT pages 131-154



	Dec. 13
Manciple’s Prologue and Tale, Parson’s Prologue, NCT pages 285-94; Chaucer’s Retraction, NCT pages 306-7

Paper 3 due
	Dec. 15
Conferences on paper 3 to be scheduled

	Dec. 19 (Monday), 2:45-4:45, Final exam

Revision of paper 3 due (optional)
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