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Dr. Mary Bowman


Websites:
http://www.uwsp.edu/d2l/Pages/default.aspx
Office: CCC 433




http://www4.uwsp.edu/english/mbowman/323
Phone: 715-346-4338

E-mail: mbowman@uwsp.edu

Office hours: Mondays 1-2:30, Tuesdays/Thursdays 12:30 – 1:30, Wednesdays 1-2, and by appointment

Rental: 
The Broadview Anthology of British Literature, 2nd ed., vol. 2: The Renaissance and Early Seventeenth Century
Purchase:
Sir Thomas More, Utopia, ed. George M. Logan, 3rd ed. ISBN 978-0-393-93246-1 ($17.35, needed immediately)
Hugh MacLean and Anne Lake Prescott, eds., Edmund Spenser’s Poetry, 4th ed. ISBN 978-0-393-92785-6 ($25.35, needed by Sept. 21)

During the period from 1485 to 1660 (known traditionally as the English Renaissance), England as a nation began to assert itself as a player on the world stage, and some of its greatest writers emerged. This course aims to increase your familiarity with, and ability to appreciate, discuss, and interpret the literature of the early modern period.  This will include learning about the historical context, culture, and genres of the period, but our primary concern will be developing the ability to read the texts closely and construct meanings from them. By the end of the course you should be able to analyze and interpret British literature of the early modern period thoughtfully, relating it to its cultural context and literary history.

Classes will consist primarily of discussion. 


The success of this course depends heavily on the active involvement of students.  Specifically, you will need to
· Do the reading, and think about it, before class.  Ideally, you should come to class every day with at least one specific thing that you’d like us to talk about: whether large or small, interesting or baffling.  For most readings I will post some suggested things to think about, but you are welcome to notice, and raise in class, other things that may interest or bother you more.

· Write informally, but analytically, about some of the reading we have done.  Four times during the semester, I’ll have you explore a potential paper topic in a piece of informal writing that I call a “paper starter kit.” See the guidelines on page 4 of this syllabus for more details about this assignment. Each “starter kit” will be worth 25 points, for 100 points total, or 20% of the semester grade.
· Write two papers, of about 900-1500 words, analyzing any of the works we have read up to that point. You are encouraged, though not required, to expand on one of the topics in the two “starter kits” written prior to each paper. Papers are worth 100 points each (20% of the course grade), for 200 points/40% in total.
· Revise one or both papers, optionally. For each of the two papers, you will have an opportunity to do an additional draft after the assignment is graded. The original grade will not be changed, but your work in revising will be recognized with bonus points, up to a maximum of 10 points. Revisions are due one week after the graded paper is returned to you. 
· Take two exams: There will be two tests, each covering about one half of the course material. More information about format and expectations will be provided prior to the first test. Each exam is worth 75 points for a total of 150 points/30%.
· Come to class consistently and participate in discussions to the best of your ability. The more each person contributes to the discussion, the more enjoyable and beneficial the course will be for everyone. The final 50 points, or 10%, of your grade reflects your attendance and participation. This rubric will guide the determination of your grade:
	
	Plusses – at least a few of these needed for an A
	Expectations – meeting all of these needed for B
	Minuses – these will lead to grades lower than B

	Attendance
	Is present for all of every class meeting, or (rarely) is absent for a compelling reason, which is shared with the instructor promptly.
	Attends consistently (at least 90% of the time).  Occasional absences or late arrivals are mostly for a valid reason.
	Missing class, arriving late, or leaving early, more than 10% of the time, or less often but without explanation. 

	Attentiveness 
	Consistently comes equipped to class. Is always listening actively when not speaking
	Usually comes equipped and is listening actively when not speaking.
	Is often unequipped or attends to something other than class activities.

	Quality of participation
	Makes comments that stand out for the level of careful thought they demonstrate: about the material and about the unfolding conversation. 
	
	Makes comments that reflect inattentiveness to others’ contributions or lack of preparation, are irrelevant, or otherwise tend to derail the conversation.

	Classroom community
	Improves the conversation in a significant way.  (E.g. helps draw others out, makes extra effort to contribute if shy, etc.)
	
	Impairs the conversation in a significant way. (E.g. dominates discussion, talks while others are talking, treats other students or their ideas with disrespect) 



Attendance. Attendance is a factor in your grade (as described above), and you should plan to attend class regularly and arrive on time.  If you are absent or late, it’s in your best interest to let me know (ahead of time if possible) and offer an explanation. In any case, you should always check with a classmate to share notes, and see me or check D2L for any handouts or announcements. 

Late work. 
· A late “starter kit” will be given 90% of the earned points if one class meeting late, 75% if two classes late, and 50% thereafter. No credit will be given for a “starter kit” turned in after you have written a paper on the same topic.

· A late paper will incur a grade penalty of one letter grade per week (1/3 from Tuesday to Thursday, 2/3 from Thursday to Tuesday) unless excused for extraordinary reasons. If legitimate problems interfere with getting your work in on time, talk with me about them, the earlier the better. 

· A make-up test will be given only under extraordinary, unavoidable circumstances.

Academic honesty: All submitted work—including responses, papers, and tests—must be written by the student alone. Any sources used in a paper must be cited and used in appropriate ways.  Please see me if you are unclear or uncertain about citations, source use, or acceptable forms of help with your papers.  Any instance of plagiarism, collaboration beyond appropriate feedback, or cheating on a test will be dealt with according to the University policy on Academic Misconduct. 

For more information about UWSP’s policies regarding Academic Misconduct, see http://www.uwsp.edu/dos/Documents/AcademicIntegrityBrochure.pdf.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: If you have a condition requiring accommodations for this course, please contact the Disability and Assistive Technologies Center.  Call 715 346-3365 or email DATC@uwsp.edu to make an appointment or get more information, or visit them on the 6th floor of Albertson Hall (a.k.a. Library). Visit their website at http://www.uwsp.edu/disability/Pages/default.aspx .
Email: Your UWSP email account is the university’s standard method of communication with you, and you should check it regularly.  I may at times use email to contact the class as a whole or individual students; I will routinely use the course home page in D2L for reminders and announcements.

Any change to the syllabus will be announced in class and posted in D2L.

How I calculate grades:  Letter grades are converted to points, and points back to a letter grade for the course, using the following scale:  D, 60-66.99%; D+, 67-69.99%; C- 70-72.99%; C, 73-76.99%; C+, 77-79.99%; B-, 80-82.99%; B, 83-86.99%, B+, 87-89.99%, A-, 90-92.99%, A, 93-100%.  An assignment not turned in or test essay not attempted is a 0, but an F paper/essay will earn points in the F range.
Paper “Starter Kit” Guidelines 

The purpose of having you write informally about potential paper topics is twofold: it is a way to have you write about (and thus engage more deeply with) more of the material than you have time to handle in fully developed papers; and it creates a structured opportunity for me to give you feedback on your ideas at a formative stage, which should help make the papers you do write better.

This is informal writing. You should write something like complete sentences (rather than, for example, lists of phrases), but don’t worry about organization, correctness, or getting every detail right. 

Just what you include and how you approach it can depend on how your mind works and what your writing process looks like. For example, your starter kit may consist of 

· a tentative thesis and some of the points and evidence you imagine offering to support that thesis,

· a question that you will try to answer in your paper, with some observations and discussion that may lead eventually to a thesis,
· a vaguer sense that there is something interesting or important about a particular passage or set of passage, which you begin to explore by discussing the bits that intrigue you and why, or
· some other exploratory writing.

Write at least 300 words (or about one page, if typed and double-spaced). Handwritten documents are acceptable. Turn in a hard copy in class, upload your piece to the dropbox in D2L, or email it to me.

You will get the full 25 points for each piece of writing provided that it is on time, reasonably close to 300 words (or more), and shows a credible effort to begin analysis of the chosen text(s). You will get 18.75 points (75% of the maximum) if it shows a credible effort to do the assignment, but is significantly shorter than 300 words and/or fails to engage one of our texts analytically (for example, by discussing the time period but not the text itself, speculating about the author’s life, or sharing a personal reaction—to the exclusion of discussing the text itself). Lower scores may be given for writing that does not reflect some meaningful engagement with the assigned readings.
A late “starter kit” will be given 90% of the earned points if one class meeting late, 75% if two classes late, and 50% thereafter. No credit will be given for a “starter kit” turned in after you have written a paper on the same topic.
Schedule

Note: Page numbers refer to The Broadview Anthology except where indicated.

	Sept. 7
	Introduction, pages XXXVII-XLI

Skelton, selections from “Colin Clout,” photocopy (also posted in D2L)
Wyatt, “Who list his wealth and ease retain” (#123) and “Mine own John Poyns” (#149), 111-113

Surrey, “So cruel prison,” 118-119

Whitney “The Manner of Her Will,” 563-568

Other background reading in Broadview you may find useful at some point:

“Economy and Society” LVI-LXIV

“The Round Earth’s Imagined Corners” (Global Exploration/Colonization) LXIV-LXV

“Literary Genres,” “Literature in Prose,” “and “Poetry” LXXI-LXXXII

“The English Language” LXXXVI-LXXXVIII

“Culture: A Portfolio” 310-327

For those who could use some brushing-up (or building-up) on poetry, “Reading Poetry,” 939-958, may be useful.

	Sept. 12
	Utopia, Book I:  pages 5-38 in Norton Critical Utopia (or 18-36 in Broadview) 

Also read pieces by Vespucci and Elton, pages 117-125 in Norton Critical Utopia
**Consider watching PBS program on the Reformation – 7-9 pm

	Sept. 14
	Utopia 38-67 (36-top of 53 in Broadview)
Also read 101-106 and 109-top of 113 in Norton Critical Utopia (classical and Christian texts)


	Sept. 19
	Utopia to end, 67-97 (53-68 in Broadview) 

Sample critical writing on Utopia (in the Norton Critical Utopia): 
· The “Overview,” 157-59 may be useful

· Excerpts by R. W. Chambers and Russell Ames, 167-90, and by C. S. Lewis 198-202, represent some of the schools of thought on Utopia and are worth reading or skimming

· Read in full the essays by J.H. Hexter, 190-197, and by Elizabeth McCutcheon, 220-228, which can serve as models of literary critical writing
“Paper starter kit” 1

	Sept. 21
	Introduction section on Reformation, pages XLI (very bottom)-XLVII

Introduction section on Edward, Mary, and Elizabeth, page L

Introduction to William Tyndale, 73-74 (perhaps sample Bible translations, 76-85)

“Religion and Devotional Life” section: introduction, Anne Askew, John Foxe, 87-92, 96-100
Spenser, The Faerie Queene Book 1, cantos 1-2 (Norton, 5-32, or Broadview 141-155) 

Also read the “In Context” section in Broadview, 244-246

	Sept. 26
	Faerie Queene 1.3-6, pages 32-81; also the “Letter of the Authors, 402-405

	Sept. 28
	Faerie Queene 1.7-9, pages 81-120
“Paper starter kit” 2

	Oct. 3
	Faerie Queene 1.10-12, pages 121-162
Begin Sidney, The Defence of Poesy, Broadview 268-297 (aim for p. 274, first column; also look at context, 297-300)

	Oct. 5
	Finish Defence

	Oct. 10
	The Petrarchan tradition: (“Elizabethan Sonnet and Lyric”: The Continental Background), pages 121-23

Wyatt: sonnets, ballads, and songs on pages 108-111

Surrey: sonnets, pages 117-118

	Oct. 12
	Petrarchan poetry in the Elizabethan era:
Introduction sections on “Elizabeth I and  Gender” and “Homoeroticism and Transgendering,” L-LVI

Elizabeth, introduction and “To the Troops at Tilbury,” pages 301-2, 305

Poems by Daniel, Drayton, Davies (both of them) and Barnfield, pages 126-128

Ralegh: “A Vision upon this Conceit of the Fairy Queen” and “Nature that Washed Her Hands in Milk,” 343-47

Bacon “Of Love” 392-93

Paper 1 due

	Oct. 17
	Marlowe, “Hero and Leander,” 404-415, and “The Passionate Shepherd to His Love” 415

Ralegh, “The Nymph’s Reply to the Shepherd,” 345
Spenser, Shepheardes Calendar: “To His Booke,” “Dedicatory Epistle,” January (Norton Critical Spenser, pages 503-512)

	Oct. 19
	Spenser, Shepheardes Calendar: April, October, November, December, Envoy (Norton Critical Spenser, pages 520-545)

	Oct. 24
	Sidney, Astrophil and Stella 257-268
Especially look at these sonnets, but explore others as you have time and interest: 1, 2, 7, 18, 20, 21, 24, 25, 26, 31, 41, 45, 49, 52, 54, 71, 106

	Oct. 26
	Midterm exam


	Oct. 31
	Spenser, Amoretti (Norton Critical Edmund Spenser’s Poetry, pages 617-652): read at least these sonnets: 1, 6, 10, 15, 22, 34, 37, 54, 58, 63, 64, 67, 68, 69, 74, 75, 80, 89.

	Nov. 2
	Amoretti continued
Prescott, “Allegorical Deer,” Norton Critical Spenser 863-67

Spenser, “Epithalamion,” Norton Critical Spenser 655-667 (or 251-56 in Broadview)

	Nov. 7
	Shakespeare’s sonnets (Broadview pages 454-467): 
Especially look at these sonnets, but explore others as you have time and interest: 1, 12, 18, 20, 23, 29, 30, 55, 60, 71, 73, 87, 97, 106, 116, 127, 129, 130, 135, 138, 144, 147

	Nov. 9
	Shakespeare continued
Whitney, “I.W. to Her Unconstant Lover,” “The Admonition by the Author to all Young Gentlewomen . . . ” and “A Careful Complaint by the Unfortunate Author,” pages 556-562
Wroth: 742-747

“Paper starter kit” 3

	Nov. 14
	Faerie Queene 3.1-4, Norton Spenser pages 231-293

	Nov. 16
	Faerie Queene 3.5-8, pages 293-348

	Nov. 21
	Faerie Queene 3.9-12, pages 348-401 (Note that there are two endings.)
Readings on the House of Busyrane, 780-91
“Paper starter kit” 4

	
	Happy Thanksgiving!

	Nov. 28
	Lanyer: pages 336-342

Debate about women: 569-81 

	Dec. 1
	Donne: pages 662-672, 684-688

	Dec. 5
	Jonson: pages 582-588 and “To the Immortal Memory,” 591-93
Paper 2

	Dec. 7
	Herbert: 759-769

	Dec. 12
	The Stuarts and the Civil War,” LXVI-LXXI

Phillips: 783-87

Herrick: 753-758
Royalist and “Cavalier” Poetry, 788-803: sample, reading at least “Song” (“Why so pale,” 790-791), “Out upon It” (793), “To Lucasta” and “To Althea” (794), and “Go Lovely Rose” (796)

	Dec. 14
	Marvell: pages 770-782 

Milton: “Lycidas,” 811-815; Sonnets: 815-16.

	Dec. 20
	Wednesday, 2:45 – 4:45: Final exam
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