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Dr. Mary Bowman





Office: CCC 433
Phone: 715-346-4338 




E-mail: mbowman@uwsp.edu
Office hours: Monday 1-2:30, Tuesday/Thursday 12:30-1:30, Wednesday 1-1:50

and by appointment 
Note: I am often in at other times and will respond to emails and phone messages. However, messages sent after I have left campus for the day will not normally get a response until the next school day. 


English 202 builds on the skills you practiced in English 101 and adds a focus on persuasive writing and using sources.  You should already have some familiarity with the kinds of writing you may be asked to do in college courses and professions, and be able to establish an appropriate thesis, develop it, organize your material effectively, and edit your writing, all with an awareness of purpose and audience.  In this course, you will have further guidance and practice in these skills, and by the end of the course you should also be able to 

· Identify common strategies of argument

· Analyze and evaluate arguments

· Construct sound and effective arguments

· Locate and evaluate source material and use it appropriately and effectively

· Document use of sources using standards systems such as MLA, APA, and CSE 

In addition to preparing you to do assignments requiring research and argument in other college courses or the workplace, these skills should also make you a more skillful and responsible decision-maker and consumer of all the ideas and information you encounter and use in the rest of your life.


	Rental: 
	Laurie G. Kirszner and Stephen R. Mandell, Practical Argument: A Text and Anthology, second edition

	Purchase:
	Diana Hacker and Barbara Fister, Research and Documentation in the Electronic Age, 6th edition with MLA update. ISBN 978-1-319-08350-2 (bookstore price $20.67 new, $14.55 used) 
Also recommended: Rules for Writers, or a similar general-purpose writing handbook. If you do not already have a one of these, you can purchase Rules for Writers and Research and Documentation bundled together for $49.35 (ISBN 978-1-3190-9293-1).



The material of this course requires plenty of practice: reading, writing, thinking.  Therefore, you should expect to come to class every day and participate in a variety of class activities, to do some reading or writing in preparation for each class, and to complete a number of assignments.  

Ungraded work: This category includes all the work that you will do day to day, work that will not earn individual letter grades but will collectively contribute 150 points (or 15% of the course grade).
· Daily preparation: For most classes, there will be reading assigned.  Suggestions for things to focus on as you read and think about the reading will be posted in D2L. You should be prepared to share your thoughts—or questions—about the reading orally or in writing. If you are not comfortable with speaking up in class, consider posting some thoughts to the discussion board in D2L or emailing them to me.
· Attendance and participation:  You should be in class every day and participate in whatever discussion or other activities we are doing that day. I don’t expect everyone to be equally talkative, but everyone should be listening attentively when others talk and treating others’ ideas with respect, especially when we discuss—as we will—controversial issues and topics people may feel strongly about. 
· Writing and research process: For some assignments, you’ll share drafts with classmates for feedback before turning in a final draft.  When you are working on individual research projects, there are some assignments designed to check on your progress and give you feedback.    
· Peer review:  When drafts of papers are exchanged, read and comment on three or four classmates’ papers, following guidelines that will be provided.
You will get a separate grade (up to 75 points) for each half of the term.  Grading participation is tricky; I will use the rubric below as a guide, but take individual circumstances into account where appropriate. Please come talk with me if you have any concerns about your participation in this course.  

Graded writing assignments.  These give you more extensive practice in the skills of argument and research and serve to demonstrate your level of skill. A detailed assignment, including grading criteria, will be distributed well in advance of each assignment’s deadline.  They vary in length and complexity, and contribute different amounts to the course grade:
· Summary: 50 points (5%)
· Analysis of Argument: 100 points (10%)
· Argument (using class readings as sources): 150 points (15%)
· Research question and preliminary bibliography: 50 points (5%)

· Issue Map and Annotated Bibliography: 100 points (10%)
· Formal Argument (using independent research): 250 points (25%)
· Informal Argument: 100 points (10%)
· Citation Translation: 50 points (5%)
· Revision option:  For four assignments—the Summary, Analysis, Argument, and Formal Argument—you will have an opportunity to do an additional draft after the assignment is graded.  The original grade will not be changed, but your work in revising will be recognized with bonus points.  The maximum number of points for each assignment equals the percentage that assignment carries.  (For example, you can earn up to five revision points on the summary.)  
Rubric for ungraded work
	
	Plusses – at least a few things here needed for an A
	Expectation – meeting this in all categories is necessary for a B
	Minuses – these will lead to grades lower than B

	Attendance
	Is present for all of every class meeting, or (rarely) is absent for a compelling reason, which is shared with the instructor promptly.
	Attends consistently (at least 90% of the time).  Occasional absences or late arrival are mostly for a valid reason.
	Missing class, arriving late, or leaving early, more than 10% of the time, or less often but without explanation. 

	Preparation
	Always gives evidence of preparation when called on.
	Gives evidence of preparation when called on at least 90% of the time.
	Gives evidence being unprepared more than 10% of the time.

	Attentiveness 
	Consistently comes equipped (book, notebook, etc.) to class. Is always listening actively when not speaking.  
	Usually comes equipped and is listening actively when not speaking.
	Often comes not equipped or attends to something other than class activities.

	Drafts and peer comments
	Peer comments stand out for thoughtfulness, thoroughness, insight, etc.
	All drafts, topic ideas, and peer comments turned in as scheduled.
	Drafts are too sketchy to allow for constructive criticism, or peer comments too brief or vague to be useful.

	Quality of contributions
	Makes comments that stand out for the level of careful thought they demonstrate: about the material and about the unfolding conversation. 
	
	Makes comments that reflect inattentiveness to others’ contributions, are irrelevant, or otherwise tend to derail the conversation.

	Classroom community
	Improves the conversation in a significant way.  (E.g. helps draw others out, makes extra effort to contribute if shy, etc.)
	
	Impairs the conversation in a significant way. (E.g. dominates discussion, talks while others are talking, treats other students or their ideas with disrespect) 


How I calculate grades:  Letter grades are converted to points, and points back to a letter grade for the course, using the following scale:  D, 60-66.99%; D+, 67-69.99%; C- 70-72.99%; C, 73-76.99%; C+, 77-79.99%; B-, 80-82.99%; B, 83-86.99%, B+, 87-89.99%, A-, 90-92.99%, A, 93-100%.  An assignment not turned in is recorded as 0, but an F paper gets points in the F range.

All course materials (handouts, presentations, assignments, announcements), as well as links to supplemental resources, will be posted in Desire2Learn (D2L), at http://www.uwsp.edu/d2l/Pages/default.aspx.  Your user name and password are the same as your UWSP account.  You can also see your grades at this site.  
Course materials can also be accessed on this unsecured website: http://www4.uwsp.edu/english/mbowman/202/.  There is no personal information or copyrighted material at this site, but you don’t have to log in (and it is available when D2L is down or sluggish).

As a UWSP student, you have access to Microsoft’s OneDrive (cloud storage) and Office 365 (online versions of Word, Excel, etc.), and can download Office 2016 to your own devices. Get started here: https://portal.office.com/Home
 


Attendance. Plan to attend class regularly.  Absences and late arrivals will affect your participation grade as described above, and will likely have a negative effect on your performance on other graded assignments.  If you are absent for any reason, it’s a good idea to check D2L for any handouts or powerpoints and to ask a classmate to share their notes—but these are the next-best-thing, not a substitute for coming to class. If you are absent, you are still responsible for turning in any assignments that may be due that day, and for getting any assignments that may be given.  

Use of Technology: Phones, tablets, or other devices should be silenced and put away, unless you are using them to take or refer to notes and you have the discipline to avoid distractions.  Note: Students may not make audio, video, or photographic recordings of lectures or other class activities without written permission from the instructor. Anyone violating this policy will be asked to turn off the device being used. Refusal to comply with the policy will result in the student being asked to leave the classroom, and possibly being reported to the Dean of Students.

Late work. 

· Ungraded assignments may be accepted late, depending on the circumstances.  Please talk to me asap about the circumstances.
· Grades on graded assignments will lose 1/3 letter grade per class meeting late. (This penalty may be waived in unusual circumstances, but don’t count on getting such a waiver unless you talk to me in advance.)  When a grade becomes an F due to lateness, this is recorded as 50% of the points the paper would have earned if submitted on time.

Revisions. 

· Some graded assignments (see list above) may be revised after grading.  Please see me if you would like further clarification of what improvements you can make to the paper or help in revising.    

· Revisions must be turned in with the first version and the grade/comment sheet to earn revision points. 

Academic honesty.  All work submitted should be written entirely by you, from content to editing.  However, getting help with the writing process and feedback on your drafts is appropriate.  You are always on solid ground when you seek help from me or from trained tutors.  Be careful of help from other sources; when in doubt about whether a particular kind of help is acceptable, play it safe by asking me. 

Using source material inappropriately and failing to document sources adequately are both examples of academic misconduct and can have serious consequences.  Because this course exists in part to teach you how to do things right, students who make honest mistakes while we are learning these skills will have the opportunity to correct their mistakes without penalty.  However, no paper will receive credit unless and until it is free of inappropriate source use.  There is no excuse for outright plagiarism—which includes using any unacknowledged source or submitting a paper you did not write yourself; such behavior will result at minimum in a zero for the assignment and may merit an F for the course. 
(Information about the university’s Academic Misconduct policy is available at http://www.uwsp.edu/dos/Documents/AcademicIntegrityBrochure.pdf.)
Assessment: UWSP regularly assesses the General Education Program to ensure that we are providing you with the best education we can.  As part of this effort, samples of your work may be shared, anonymously, with a small group of faculty members.  Please let me know if you have any questions about the assessment process or concerns about how your work may be used. 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: If you have a disability and may need special accommodations for this course, please contact the Office of Disability Services.  Call 715 346-3365 or email dissv@uwsp.edu to make an appointment or get more information. Disability Services is located in room 609 of Albertson Hall (a.k.a. the Library).

Email: Your UWSP email account is the university’s standard method of communication with you, and you should check it regularly.  I may at times use email to contact the class as a whole or individual students; I will routinely use the course home page in D2L for reminders and announcements.

Any change to the syllabus will be announced in class and posted in D2L.

Schedule 
	Date
	What you need to do before class

	Basic concepts for argument, summarizing and paraphrasing

	Jan. 24
	Read Practical Argument pages 3-9. See D2L for questions to think about as or after you read. (This applies to all future readings as well!)

	Jan. 26
	Read “Why I Am a Nontraditional Student,” Practical Argument 402-404.

	
	

	Jan. 29
	Read “Evaluation of a Web Site: RateMyProfessors.com,” Practical Argument 487-91.

	Jan. 31
	Read “When Life Imitates Video,” Practical Argument 62-64, and “Are Colleges Doing Enough for Nontraditional Students,” 599-603. 

	Feb. 2
	Read “Bad to the Last Drop,” Practical Argument 662-64.

	Analyzing arguments: rhetoric, logic, support

	Feb. 5
	Choose the essay for your summary assignment and begin to work on the summary. I will have extended office hours to look at drafts, help with difficulties, etc. 
Read The Declaration of Independence, Practical Argument 770-73.

	Feb. 7
	Summary due

Read “Going Green,” Practical Argument 267-71, and excerpts from Carl Rogers, “Communication: Its Blocking and Its Facilitation,” posted in D2L.

	Feb. 9
	Read “Why Cell Phones Do Not Belong in the Classroom,” Practical Argument 190-92, “An Argument in Support of the ‘Gap Year,’” 207-212, and “Forgive Student Loans?” 539-41.

	
	

	Feb. 12
	Read “Terror’s Purse Strings,” Practical Argument 103-104, and “Nothing Pretty in Child Pageants,” 492-94.

	Feb. 14
	Read “Competitive Cheerleaders Are Athletes,” Practical Argument 196-99, and “Violent Media is Good for Kids,” 58-61.

	Feb. 16
	Read “Short Distance Learning,” Practical Argument 226-27, and “Immigration Time-out,” Practical Argument 149-51.
Summary revision due (optional). Remember to include the previous draft and comment sheet.

	Writing an analysis paper

	Feb. 19
	Read “Get the Lead Out,” Practical Argument 630-31, and “How to Take American Health Care from Worst to First,” 567-69.

	Feb. 21
	Read “My Plan to Escape the Grip of Foreign Oil,” Practical Argument 531-33.

	Feb. 23
	Choose the essay for your analysis assignment and begin to work on it.  I will have time available after class to look at drafts, help with difficulties, etc. 

Read the sample analysis papers posted in D2L; consider what each does well and how it could be improved.

	Analyzing issues and constructing arguments; using and citing sources

	Feb. 26
	Analysis paper due
Read two essays on use of Native American names/images by sports teams, Practical Argument, 646-50.

	Feb. 28
	Read “At Issue” box on p. 19 of Practical Argument,  then these essays:

“College Is a Waste of Time,” pages 38-39

“Yes, a College Education Is Worth the Costs,” pages 29-31

“What Does It Mean to Be a College Grad?” pages 36-37

“What Is a College Education Really Worth?” pages 40-42

“Education Impacts Work-life Earnings . . . ”  44-45

	Mar. 2
	Read

“We Send Too Many Students to College,” pages 32-35
“Relationship Between ACT Composite Score and College Degree Completion,” posted in D2L 
“On ‘Real Education,’” pages 670-73

“The Privileges of the Parents,” 673-75

	
	

	Mar. 5
	Read “At Issue” box on p. 439 of Practical Argument,  then these essays:

Amethyst Initiative Statement, pages 456-57

“Amethyst Initiative’s Debate on Drinking a Welcome Alternative to Fanaticism,” 458-60

“Save Us from Youth,” 461-62

“There’s No Benefit to Lowering the Drinking Age,” 463-64

	Mar. 7
	Read

“Lower Drinking Age to Eighteen? Look at Costs,” pages 465-66

“Keep Drinking Age at Twenty-one,” 468-69

“Raise the Drinking Age to Twenty-five,” 470-71

“How Best to Balance the Benefits and Responsibilities of Adulthood?” 473-74

“High School Seniors’ Alcohol Use Declines,” 476

“17,000 Killed in Senseless Act,” 477

	Mar. 9
	Revision of analysis due (optional). Remember to include the previous draft and comment sheet.

Read “Should Data Posted on Social-Networking Sites Be ‘Fair Game’ for Employers?” pages 343-49 of Practical Argument.

	Completing the Argument paper, looking ahead to research

	Mar. 12
	Argument draft due for peers (have physical copies to distribute, or share via email or OneDrive)

	Mar. 14
	Read argument drafts and write feedback. Have a copy of your written feedback for each group member to turn in.

	Mar. 16

	Have 2-3 possible topics to research. Write these out to turn in (on paper, in the dropbox, or via email).

	Using library resources in your research

	Mar. 19
	We will be using computers all this week; bring your own computer if you prefer.

	Mar. 21
	Argument paper due. 

	Mar. 23
	Class meeting, but no new preparation; be working toward your research question and preliminary bibliography.

	SPRING BREAK

	Exploring your topic; evaluating and citing sources

	Apr. 2
	Research question and preliminary bibliography due
Have Research and Documentation in the Electronic Age with you in class.

	Apr. 4, 6
	Have Research and Documentation in the Electronic Age with you in class.

	

	Apr. 9
	Revision of Argument paper due (optional). Remember to include the previous draft and comment sheet.

We will be using computers; bring your own computer if you prefer. Have Research and Documentation in the Electronic Age with you in class.

	Apr. 11
	We will be using computers; bring your own computer if you prefer.

Be working on your research and planning for the upcoming paper.

Have Research and Documentation in the Electronic Age with you in class.

	Apr. 13
	We will be using computers; bring your own computer if you prefer. 

Have your work-in-progress with you, especially any sources you have concerns or questions about evaluating or citing.

Have Research and Documentation in the Electronic Age with you in class.

	Planning and writing the paper

	Apr. 16
	Issue Map and Annotated Bibliography due. Remember to provide your electronic sources.

	Apr. 18, 20
	No full class: We’ll be meeting individually to review your work, schedule TBA. Have any print sources with you.

	

	Apr. 23
	Be working on your formal argument. Have both Practical Argument and Research and Documentation in the Electronic Age with you in class.

	Apr. 25
	We will be using computers; bring your own computer if you prefer. Bring your paper in progress and any final questions or concerns you have.

	Apr. 27
	Formal Argument due—remember to turn in sources used.
This will be an abbreviated class meeting to turn in papers and introduce remaining assignments.

	Informal arguments

	Apr. 30, May 2
	No prep, but class meeting. Bring Practical Argument to class.

	May 4
	No class meeting

	Other citation styles, the citation assignment

	May 7
	Bring Research and Documentation in the Electronic Age to class.

	May 9
	Draft of Informal Argument—have multiple hard copies for peer feedback (groups TBA)
Bring Research and Documentation in the Electronic Age to class.

	May 11
	Bring your own computer if needed for in-class work on informal arguments and citations.
Read informal argument drafts and write feedback. Have a copy of your written feedback for each group member to turn in.

We’ll meet in small groups to discuss drafts.  I’ll also be available for questions about citations. You may want to have Research and Documentation with you.

	Finals

	
	Revision of Formal Argument due if necessary, Informal Argument and Citation Translation due by 2:30 pm Tuesday, May 15.
No class meeting—bring your finished work to my office or use the dropbox (for the Informal Argument and Citation assignments),
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