	English 323 British Literature (1660-1790)
Spring 2019

TR 2-3:30
CCC 322
	
	Dr. Wade Mahon

Office: CCC 443,  346-4327

wmahon@uwsp.edu
Office hrs. MW 11-12, TR 3:30-4:30 and by appt.


Syllabus
Required Texts:
(  The Norton Anthology of English Literature, 




         10th ed., vol. C, The Restoration and The Eighteenth Century, Norton.
(  Frances Burney, Evelina, Oxford
This course focuses on literature written between the restoration of Charles II on the English throne in 1660 and the last decade of the 18th century. This is an important literary period for observing the emergence of modernity and includes works by authors who have a variety of views on the benefits of the modern world, some highly critical, some enthusiastically supportive, and others somewhat ambivalent. It falls between the “renaissance” period (think Shakespeare, Spenser, Marlowe, and Milton) and the “romantic” age (think Wordsworth, Coleridge, Shelley, Keats, and Byron) of literary history, sharing many characteristics and concerns of both periods while retaining its own unique qualities. It is in some ways highly “conservative,” as seen in the “neo-classical” or “Augustan” attitudes of poets who saw themselves as reviving in Britain the literary traditions of the early Roman empire, but it is in other ways very “progressive,” as seen in writers who champion the modern ideas of the “Enlightenment” and who pioneer new genres like the novel and reject neo-classical poetic attitudes in favor of “romantic” concerns. And, of course, there are many ways in which the best authors are both conservative and progressive at the same time.
Requirements:  You will be expected to complete all reading assignments by the day they are due and be prepared to participate in class discussions. Readings, including specific titles and page numbers, will be posted in the Discussion section of D2L prior to the day they are due. Other important materials will be handed out in class, and it is your responsibility to obtain a copy of materials you missed if you are unable to attend class.
Exams: Midterm and Final, each covering half of the course. These will include both an objective portion—multiple choice, fill in the blanks, etc.—and an essay portion.
Paper: One 3-5-page (minimum) paper on a topic relevant to one of the themes/texts from the course. You can choose to turn it in on one of three possible due dates (same as the dates for the ECCO reports). Paper topics will vary depending on the section of the course in which you choose to write the paper. (You will have the option to substitute a second 3-5 page paper for the final exam).
ECCO Report: Working in groups of 3, you will search through the Gale Eighteenth-Century Collection Online database and identify one text that is not on our class syllabus but that you find interesting. You will produce a 1-2 page summary/flyer and give a short presentation in class, recommending the text to your classmates.
Participation: In addition to regular attendance and in-class participation, each group of 3 will be responsible for providing discussion questions for the assigned reading for 2 weeks during the semester.:

Your final grade average will be computed in the following manner:

Exams (2)


40%
ECCO report


15

Paper



25%
Participation


20%
Total
100%
Semester Calendar
(schedule subject to change; check on D2L for specific page numbers and assignments)
Jan. 22—Course Introduction

Jan. 24—Dryden, select poems

Jan. 29—Dryden, Absolom and Achitophel
Jan. 31—Swift, select poems 

Feb.  5—Pope, Montagu, select poems
Feb.  7—Pope, Rape of the Lock
Feb. 12—Pope, Rape of the Lock
Feb. 14—Johnson, select poems
Feb. 19—Gray, Burns, select poems
Feb. 21—Goldsmith, Crabbe, select poems 
Feb. 26—ECCO Report #1 (poetry/1700-1730s) / Paper#1
Feb. 28—Pope, Essay on Criticism
Mar.  5—Addison & Steele, Tatler and Spectator essays
Mar.  7—Swift, “Modest Proposal”
Mar. 12—Johnson, essays, prose
Mar. 14—Boswell, from Life of Johnson
Mar. 19—SPRING BREAK 
Mar. 21—SPRING BREAK

Mar. 26—ECCO Report #2 (non-fiction prose/1730s-1760s) / Paper#1
Mar. 28—Midterm
Apr.   2—Behn, Oroonoko
Apr.   4—Bunyan, Pilgrim’s Progress; Defoe, Robinson Crusoe
Apr.   9—Swift, Gulliver’s Travels
Apr. 11—Swift, Gulliver’s Travels
Apr. 16—Swift, Gulliver’s Travels
Apr. 18—Swift, Gulliver’s Travels
Apr. 23—Johnson, Rasselas
Apr. 25—Johnson, Rasselas
Apr. 30—Burney, Evelina
May   2—Burney, Evelina
May   7—Burney, Evelina
May   9—ECCO Report #3 (prose fiction/1770s-1790s) / Paper#1
May 14—Final (or Paper #2). Tuesday, 12:30-2:30
