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Basic Rules















US code RS Section Sec 2396: 43 USC 752

• 3-4. (1) the corners marked in public land surveys  shall be established 
as the proper corners of sections, or of the subdivision of the 
sections, which they are intended to designate, and (2) the boundary 
lines actually run and marked shall be and remain the proper 
boundary lines of sections or subdivisions for which they are 
intended, and the lengths of these lines as returned shall be held as 
the true length thereof (R.S. 2396; 43 U.S.C. 752).



Wisconsin Base Line

• Was run in 1831-1832 by Lucius Lyon

• Lucius Lyon, directed to locate, with assistance of John Roundtree, the 
boundary between Wisconsin and Illinois, which was to provide for 
the base line for Wisconsin surveys, wrote to his superior early in 
December 1831, that the survey was moving slowly.  “It was almost 
impossible to get Mr. Roundtree to come out at all this season- He is 
an excellent man, but, having been brought up from the south, he is 
afraid of winter as a Barn Swallow, and about as hard to keep in a 
cold climate.



• In truth, the prospect is not very cheering for the most 
hardy- even those who love to skate, ride in sleighs, 
upon the ice, a deer hunt on snow shoes, begin to 
shiver and gather themselves into the warm places, as 
cattle are seen to take shelter under the brow of some 
hill or hay stack in a bleak North-Wester.

• The Public Lands Carstensen 1968





4th Principal Meridian

• Notebook ext 001a01















• When running typical townships a correction line is run every 24 
miles or 4 townships, which results in double townships corners. 

• In Wisconsin there are exceptions.  The first four correction lines in 
Wisconsin were not run until 10 townships or 60 miles!  

• With the last one being run at 6 township or 36 miles

• Resulting in up to 1  ½ mile corrections



Townships and Ranges

•Are they all typical?



Variations of the Public Land Survey System



Elongated Townships



Fractional Townships





Extreme Deviation of Township T21-R18E





Townships Surveyed in Reverse





Partial Townships Completed at Different Times
WEST of the River EAST of the River



OMITTED LANDS



HIATUS

OMITTED LANDS



Invaded Townships by Previously Entered Lands





Brown County Public Land Survey System





Private Claims at 
Green Bay





Fort Howard 



Private Land Grant - Railroad



Private Land Grant



Omitted Lands

Omitted Lands





Omitted Lands





Indian Claims



Special Instructions for each type of Survey

Oneida Indian Reservation and the three-mile method of Section 
Division





















You can’t trust the monuments you find in the field, even a 
shiny brass disk as shown on a recent survey map if you don’t 
know the history of the corner it is set to mark.

• Landon 2012 American Surveyor














