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● Connect the importance of family engagement in 
post-secondary planning. 

● Define the family’s possible roles throughout the transition 
planning.

● Identify and use the transition resources and websites.

Objectives



Hopes and Dreams

What were your hopes and dreams for life after 
high school when you were 16 years old?

What role did your family play in supporting your 
hopes and dreams for the future?



PACER Center  
How can my expectations help my 

child with a disability?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tGCQaCdBIc


Families as 
Partners in 
Transition

http://www.letsgettoworkwi.org/index.php/lgtw-resource-guide/collaboration/families-as-partners-in-transition-updated-1-24-17/
http://www.letsgettoworkwi.org/index.php/lgtw-resource-guide/collaboration/families-as-partners-in-transition-updated-1-24-17/
http://www.letsgettoworkwi.org/index.php/lgtw-resource-guide/collaboration/families-as-partners-in-transition-updated-1-24-17/


Hopes and Dreams

What are your hopes and dreams?
• What kind of job would you like to have?
• What training or education will you need?
• Where will you live as an adult one day?

Video:  
What is your dream for the future?   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7j27B-gSBsc


Pair Share
How does a parent’s hopes and dreams differ 
from a child’s/student’s?

What does one do when they have very different 
hopes and dreams?



Self-Determination: 
• Control your own life choices
• knowing about yourself, setting and sharing goals
• selecting support people/services, and making choices 
• Starts in Kindergarten 
• Think about: What can you expose your children to throughout 

their school career so they have some ideas?
• Opening Door to Self Determination

• Let's Get to Work - Self-Directed Transition Planning Tool

Self-Determination 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/tranopndrs-self-determination.pdf
http://www.letsgettoworkwi.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/LGTW-Transition-Planning-Tool-June-2015.pdf


● Self-Advocacy: 
○ Speaking up about your thoughts, 

goals, and needs in a positive, 
assertive way

○ Attendance at IEP meetings, sharing 
ideas and participating.

○ Add a Self Advocacy Goal to the IEP

● Support: 
○ A person you trust who wants to assist 

you

Self-Advocacy 



The Wisconsin Transition App

www.witransition.com

Preparing for the PTP Discussion

A Parent/Youth Guide to the 
PTP

https://wspei.org/documents/witransition-app-information-1-.pdf
http://www.witransition.com/
https://witiglive.freetls.fastly.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/parent-youth-ptp-guide_1567611689-1.pdf
https://witiglive.freetls.fastly.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/parent-youth-ptp-guide_1567611689-1.pdf


Components of  a Postsecondary Transition 
Plan

● Student Invite
● Age Appropriate Transition 

Assessments
● Measurable Postsecondary Goals

○ Employment
○ Education/Training
○ Independent Living

● Annual Goals

The PTP is a part of the IEP and 
must be attached to the IEP for 

the IEP to be compliant

● Transition Services-Pre-Employment 

Transition Services

● Coordination of Outside Agencies

● Course of Study

● Age of Majority

● I-8 Demo Sample 

https://witiglive.freetls.fastly.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Individualized-Education-Program5.pdf


Sally Example PTP

I-8 Demo Sample 

https://witiglive.freetls.fastly.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Individualized-Education-Program5.pdf


Student-Centered Transition Planning
● The student needs to express their strengths, 

preferences, interests, & needs
● Beginning at age 14, Wisconsin law requires 

that students be invited to their IEP meetings 
● Ways to involve students

○ Write a report
○ Invite and introduce 
○ Run the IEP meeting
○ Create a powerpoint or presentation



Age-Appropriate Transition Assessment 

● Student’s preferences 

and interests

● Family preferences for 

the student

● Self-determination 

knowledge and skills

● Cognitive Strengths

● Community participation

● Independent living skills TIG Age Appropriate Assessment 

● Vocational skills

● Physical and mental 

health status

● Academic Interests

● Learning styles

● Student and family 

support needs

https://witig.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Age-Appropriate-Assessment-Guide.pdf
https://witig.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Age-Appropriate-Assessment-Guide.pdf


Assessment Examples
Life Skills Inventory:  Independent Living Skills 
Assessment Tool

Career Cluster Interest Survey

Pictorial Interest Inventory

https://www.elmbrookschools.org/uploaded/Documents/District_Documents/Transition_Resources/Life_Skills_Inventory.pdf
https://www.elmbrookschools.org/uploaded/Documents/District_Documents/Transition_Resources/Life_Skills_Inventory.pdf
https://scholarmatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Career-Interest-Survey.pdf
https://www.cves.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Pictoral_Interest_Inventory_template_SHEN.pdf


Education:  GOAL or TARGET AREAS

● EDUCATION and/or TRAINING
● EMPLOYMENT (A Job)
● INDEPENDENT LIVING SKILLS 

 (where appropriate)



Postsecondary Goal: 
Education and/or Training

The IEP Team May Consider:
● On the job training or Youth Apprenticeships
● Military Enlistment
● Attending College/University environments 

(Technical, Community, 2 Year, 4 Year, Alternative 
settings such as Edgewood, Life College, Think 
College) 

● Certification Programs

https://dpi.wi.gov/te/resources/toolkit
https://www.uww.edu/coeps/departments/life-program
https://thinkcollege.net/
https://thinkcollege.net/


Training & Education Story  - 
Jeremy
• Young person with Autism, Visual Impairment, 

and Mental Health
• New he wanted to work but didn’t know what
• Became an intern at Project Search
• Works at a hospital - 20-30 hours/week
• Lives in his own apartment

https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/dvr/programs/project-search/default.htm


Postsecondary Goal: Employment
● The IEP team will discuss competitive integrated employment 

opportunities and find the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE).

● According to the Workforce Innovation Opportunity Act (WIOA), 
it is the responsibility of schools in partnership with the Division 
of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) and adult services to support 
students and youth with disabilities to transition from school to 
college and/or integrated employment in the community.  

● Requirement for Academic Career Planning for all students 
starting in grade 6 - Academic Career Planning

https://dpi.wi.gov/acp


Employment Story -  

• Young man with Autism, age 18, still in high 
school

• Was not connected with DVR
• Mom found a part-time job in the community
• What should she do?



My Working Journey

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mTnCEEVfTpc


Why Hire People with Disabilities?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L7KTODIJGWg


Postsecondary Goal: 
Independent Living Skills

● Discuss if this goal is appropriate for the student
● This goal is NOT required under IDEA

● Guiding question: Does the student require more help/support 
than a non-disabled peer would need to live independently? 

○ If yes, a measurable postsecondary goal is necessary, along with transition services 
in this area.

○ If no, a measurable postsecondary goal for independent living is not necessary. 

Developing Meaningful 
Independent Living Goals

https://witig.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/developing-meaningful-independent-living-goals_1580497480.pdf
https://witig.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/developing-meaningful-independent-living-goals_1580497480.pdf


Erica - Independent Living
• Living with a roommate
• 24/7 support
• Long-term supports
• Day Program
• Family

No one thought it was possible 
for Erica to live away from mom 
and dad.  It is!



Transition Services
Transition services are defined as 
educational activities and 
supports designed to assist 
students with disabilities to 
achieve IEP goals and leave 
school prepared to reach their 
measurable postsecondary goals. 

Transition Services Handout

https://witiglive.freetls.fastly.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Transition-Services-Outlined-in-PTP.pdf
https://witig.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Transition-Services-Outlined-in-PTP.pdf


Course of  Study
● List of classes  
● Multi-year plan
● Middle School – Current year of middle 

school through 9th grade year
● High School – Current year all the way 

through graduation
● MUST match the postsecondary goals and be 

specific i.e. “algebra,” rather than “math.”
● Courses are subject to availability and 

individual need.



Other Options for Courses & 
Career-Related Opportunities

● Dual Enrollment Options Information
○ Take a technical college 

● Start College Now – formerly Youth Options
○ Technical College

● Part-time Open Enrollment Brochure
○ Take a college/university course

● Early College Credit Program (ECCP)
○ Take a college/university course

● Work-Based Learning Programs
○ Earn High School credit while you work

https://witig.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/dual-enrollment-options-in-wi_1563894178.pdf
https://mywtcs.wtcsystem.edu/student-success/career-prep/new-start-college-now-(formerly-youth-options)
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/open-enrollment/pdf/ptoe-brochure-2018-19.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/dual-enrollment/eccp
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/cte/Work-based/2019_03_WBL_Brochure.pdf


Ryan 
● Student with specific learning disability in math and ASD
● Eagle Scout
● Junior year in high school. 

○ Education & Training Goal was to go to college
● Postsecondary Transition Plan included taking a course at 

the local college during his senior year.
● After graduation, attended a two-year progam
● Transitioned to 4-year university



Decision Making Options

Source: BPDD Supported Decision Making Toolkit, 2020



Jenny Hatch Video - Supported 
Decision-Making

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iKplR1MpCkE


Transfer of  Rights: Resources
TIG Times – Turning 18

Wisconsin State Law

New DPI Guidance

Wisconsin BPDD Supported 
Decision Making Tool Kit

https://www.smore.com/rq1nf
https://www.wisbar.org/forPublic/ForEducators/Documents/What-You-Should-Know.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Understanding_Guardianships_Legal_Custody_and_Physical_Custody_for_School_Professionals_in_Wisconsin.pdf#msdynttrid=Re4IWHOQRyyLKMDpQyiQrY6L8QQAvsR23O_4KGipZUA
https://wi-bpdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/SDMToolkit.pdf
https://wi-bpdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/SDMToolkit.pdf


Before Age 18- Family 
Considerations

What about the Legal, Community, Health and 
Financial? - Important considerations for 17 ½ 
year olds
How do these pieces tie in? 
What resources are available?
https://beforeage18.org/

https://beforeage18.org/


Other Considerations/Tools

Healthcare

Financial

Community

Telehealth Toolkit

ABLE National Resource Center
WisPact

https://healthtransitionwi.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/178/2021/11/Telehealth-Toolkit-Full.pdf
https://www.ablenrc.org/what-is-able/what-are-able-acounts/
https://www.wispact.org/


 Family Engagement is Necessary

Along with the school service predictors of inclusion and 
work experience, research has shown that Family 

Expectations & Involvement in the process of planning for 
transition is very important (not news to us!)



QUESTIONS?

36



Contact Information

Cheri Sylla, WSPEI Statewide Family 
Engagement Coaching Coordinator

CESA #1
csylla@cesa1.k12.wi.us
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