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Wisconsin’s Demographic Changes
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Applied Population Laboratory

e Research and outreach professionals at University of
Wisconsin-Madison since the 1960s

e C(Clearinghouse for Demographic Data and Products

— Census State Data Center
— UW-Extension

 Applied Work

— Mapping and online tools
— Regional profiles

* Facilitation of data and informational resources
— Data “translation” in partnership with WisContext

* Local area estimates and projections
— School enrollment projections program
— Funeral Director’s Association

7A?/ Visit APL on the web at: www.apl.wisc.edu @

WISCONSIN



Population Change, 1970 to 2020
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Components of Population Change
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Age Wave, 2010-2040
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Population Trends by Location




Wisconsin Population Change, 2010-2017

Counties shaded aqua gaining residents + Just over half of WI counties grew.
and those shaded blue losing them.

Urban counties and medium sized cities
; continuing to grow.

Population decline in the Northwoods
and other rural counties.

WISCONSIN

Source: U.S. Census



Urban and
Rural

U.S. Census Bureau

Urbanized Areas (UA):
densely developed
territory, 50,000+

Urban Clusters (UC):
densely developed
territory, 2,500 — 50K
UA + UC = Urban

All other areas = Rural
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Population Density

Land Area Population
Urban 3.5% 70%
Rural 96.5% 30%

Most economic growth in the
large & medium sized cities.

Much of rural Wisconsin is
covered by fields and forests.

Persons Per Square
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Urban And Rural Populations, 1890-2010
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Population Change, 2000-2010

Population Change, 2000 -2010:
Selected Categories for Wisconsin Counties
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Median Age, 2000 to 2015
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Persons age 65
& older, 2020

Younger population will live in
urban areas.

Aging population will

dominate northern Wisconsin.

Today, the top six highest
median age counties are:
Median
County |Age
Iron 54
Vilas 53
Adams 52
Door 52
Burnett 52
Florence 52

St Criokx

Flarce

Douglas

Chippewa

Eau Claire Clark

Jacksan

La Crosse|  Monroe

Percent of Population
Age b5+ in 2020

L] 1% -
L | 13%-
] 16% -
- 21.9%
- 25%

B 9%
|

Saurce: WI DOA Estimates

12.9%
15.9%
18.9%

Marathon

Towa

Portage

Calumhbia

[ 41 JilT ]

| B
Qutagamis

innebago Calumet

Fard du |ac

Nordge

Washing

Jefferson

Waukesha

REwWaRnes

boyga

Wil ukee

Lafayetts

Green

Racirse
Walwarth
Kenosha




Racial and Ethnic Composition

Hispanic immigrants help rural
county stave off population dip

Ey Mario Koran and Lukas Keapproth

Lukas Keapproth / WCIJ

Huron Mireles, 31, a herdsman at Norm-E-
Lanes, walks past dairy cows in one of the

barns at the farm on July 11, 2012.




Change in Racial and Ethnic Diversity

Wisconsin Share of Total Population by Race/Ethnicity, 1990 to 2015
100%
95%
90% B Hispanic or Latino
m All Other Races
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B American Indian
85% m Black or African American
M White
80%
75%
1990 2000 2010 2015 Source: U.S. Census




Racial & Ethnic Diversity by Location

Suburban 86.4 5.5 =

Rural

B Non-Hispanic White M Latino Black M All Others M Asian

Source: American Community Survey, 2012-2016 and National Center for Health Statistics
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Rural Median Age by Race and Ethnicity
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Observati’onsabptu the general population

= Total population is growing in-Wisconsin.
. Majo.rity\,_ o]_‘ the popu‘lation ltves.in urbahized areas.

. Populatlon growth has occurred in C|t|es and suburbs
but declmetn rural WISCOHSIn S A

. The state IS growmg older W|th an aglng populatlon
occurring more qumkly In rural areas

= Wisconsin’s urban populatlon |s becomlng more
diverse but also seeing areas of dlver5|ty In rural
areas. f A




Perception vs Reality in Rural Wisconsin

Socioeconomic Concerns

_ ** Economy (Jobs)
: ** Healthcare services
' ¢ Infrastructure (Internet)

i

Housing



Urban/Rural Economy
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1890: 55,000 men in the lumber industry

-
‘—
——
-
-
-

70%

\‘~
-
-

BO% e g e -

- -
- -
- -
- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

S~ -

- -

50% it

- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -,
- -
- -

40% - 5 0= <

“
‘—
-

30% - - e e

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

-

20% - e -

2017: 9,520 dairy farms
2018: 5,610 farming, fishing, & forestry

10% = 0=

0%
1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010
UrbanPop RuralPop



Healthcare Services

Obstetric Delivery Services in Rural Hospitals
Report by Wisconsin Office of Rural Health (July 2019)

** 56% of rural Wisconsin hospitals provide obstetric delivery services.
*** 99% of women of child-bearing age live within a 30-minute drive of services.
+ 11 rural hospitals have closed their obstetric units in the past 10 years.

+»* Challenges with provider coverage, maintenance of provider skills, and low or
reduced volume of deliveries.

http://www.worh.org/library/obstetric-delivery-services-and-workforce-rural-wisconsin-hospitals @
WISCONSIN



http://www.worh.org/library/obstetric-delivery-services-and-workforce-rural-wisconsin-hospitals

Infrastructure

Rural Internet Access
Concerns
e U.S. News and World Report ranks Wisconsin 37th for Internet access.
e Especially important for students, tourism, and businesses.
* “Northern Wisconsin Leaders Frustrated with Lack of Broadband Service.”
Solutions
e S7 million in broadband expansion grants in FY 2019.

 Local telecom cooperatives are one path to expanding broadband options.

Wisce/nsin .

WISCONSIN



Housing Availability and Affordability

Wisconsin
2010
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Observations about rural socioeconomic concerns

» Median household |ncome Iow and poverty rates high
In rural areas. --

. Cau'cses of"' rural poverty - lower paying jobs, seasonal
emgloyment; and Iack of job opportuni'ties. y

= Obstetric dellvery serv1ces challenges Wrth provider
coverage and reduced volume of delrvenes

= Significant mfrastructure concerns regardrng Internet
accessibility. :

= Challenges with available and’affordable housing.



Wisconsin’s Schools

**Racial & ethnic composition
**Free & reduced lunch program
s*Declining student population
**School funding issues

s Future enrollment by location




2017/18 Statewide Enrollment by Sector

Wisconsin has almost
1 million K-12 students.

Over 96% of publicly-funded
students attend a school overseen
by a local school board.

(traditional public, district charter or
virtual charter)

765,049 m 2%&24 6,743 9,337 27,857 2,915 4,404 86,660
Traditional Open District Virtual Charter Independent MPCP RPCP WPCP Private
Public Enrollment Charter Charter

Wisconsin Education Landscape: 2017-19 State Budget Overview
Tom McCarthy, Communication Director



Wisconsin’s Schools More Diverse

of Wisconsin’s total population identified

as a person of color.
(2013 U.S. Census)

12%

*Nationally, 38% identify as people of color

0 _ZN _ of Wisconsin’s public school population
0 - , identified as students of color.
*Nationally, 49% identify as students of color

Wisconsin Education Landscape: 2017-19 State Budget Overview
Tom McCarthy, Communication Director



Population by Age and by Race/Ethnicity

Age

Source: American Community Survey
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Wisconsin Births by Race/Ethnicity
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High School Graduates by Race/Ethnicity
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Racial & Ethnic Diversity by School District

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/local/school-diversity-data/

Explore your school district

Find out the overall racial makeup of your school district and how well that’s
mirrored in individual schools. The map currently shows the diversity of school

districts. Use the toggle underneath the map to view integration.
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Arcadia School District Enroliment
Trempealeau County, 2005 - 2018
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Challenges facing Wisconsin Rural Schools

WisCONTERT

Declining enroliment, increasing |
operational costs are putting
m Wisconsim, aping popularion
2 devrease i rurad school Faced with thess challenpes, rural Series: Challenges To Wisconsin's Rural Schools
Eiadlien iyl | 4 joiium et mater :
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Sarah Kemp, UW Applied Population Lab
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Student Decline

Almost 65% of Wisconsin’s school
districts experienced declining
enrollment in thirteen years.

Rural schools are declining the
most compared to other areas.

% of districts that declined:
Rural - 75%

Urban - 67%

Town - 57%

Suburban - 46%

Source: WI Department of Public Instruction

'~ Change in Wisconsin school enroliment

2006-07 to 2018-19

y [ +10% increase
i [ 4-9.9% increase
less than 4% change

‘® kB 4-9.9% decrease

B -+ 10% decrease

THE UNIVERSITY

WISCONSIN







Free and Reduced
Lunch Participation

Free and Reduced Lunch program is
a proxy for measuring poverty.

Higher percentage of participation
in southwest and northern districts
as well as urban districts.

Students eligible for F/R lunch:
Urban - 57%

Rural - 42%

Town- 40%

Suburban - 24%

Children living below poverty level:

Urban - 20%
Rural - 15%
Town - 13%
Suburban - 8%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

. Students approved for
free/reduced lunch

M children in poverty

Suburban Town Rural
Wisconsin School Districts

Source: WI Department of Public Instruction
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School District School Districts by Locale
Classifications

U.S. Department of Education,
National Center for Education Statistics
Common Core of Data, 2012-13

The urban-centric locale code classifies
districts into four major types: city,
suburban, town, and rural.




Districts and Enrollment by Location

Public School Districts

Public School Students

22%

19%

55%

Urban Suburb Town

Rural

33%

Urban

Suburb

Town

18%

Rural

Source: WI Department of Public Instruction

WISCONSIN



Enrollment Change in Public Schools

Stnet cheree Change from 2006/07 to 2018/19
LN TEE -20.0% Student Enrollment Change

La Crosse -8.3% -

Beloit -6.6%

Wausau -6.2%

West Allis -6.1%

Fond du Lac -5.9%

Waukesha -5.7% - 1%

Kenosha -4.0% 3%

Janesville -3.6%

Oshkosh -3.1%

Sheboygan -0.3% 8%
Green Bay 2.6% Urban Suburb Town Rural
Eau Claire 4.3% Source: WI Department of Public Instruction

Neenah 6.3%

Appleton 7.4%

Madison 8.5%

WISCONSIN
Onalaska 8.8%



School District Costs vs. Revenue

Revenue per pupil vs. cost per pupil
Wisconsin school districts

district type: 4 urban suburb town rural
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https://www.wiscontext.org/wisconsins-rural-schools-are-getting-squeezed-student-loss



School District Referendums
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Urban and Suburban Enrollment

350,000

300,000

250,000

200,000

150,000

100,000

Urban Students

Suburban Students

Projected

NS ARSI SR SR A I N SN R I S R
F&P &S

AN NN SN SN SN SIIN

&

r——1T——1— 1 1T "1 """71 "1 1T 1
Illli»vv:»%
N S I S L B S )

—=—-12 Year Trend ——6 Year Trend =3 Year Trend =s=Actual




Town and Rural Enroliment
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Observations about public school districts

Student population has become more racially and
ethnically diverse.

Free & reduced lunch partrcrpatron and school costs
have mcreased over trme .

T
s .j-;
el
E b

In the last 13 years publrc school students have
declined (except students in subur;n drstrrcts)

Declining enro_lilm?_ent means_decli'niﬁ"’g fundrng

Urban, town, and rural stud_g_f;m popul n will likely
decline while suburban students erI renlarn steady.



Wisconsin’s public schools and communities

= Current trends in rural areas make it difficult to compete
with cities where:
1. Lower wages and seasonal jobs are prevalent.
2. Aneed to improve infrastructure (broadband).

= Rural areas are less diverse than cities, but increasing
students of color, especially Latinx students, will:
1. Help mitigate population decline.
2. Impact on ELL and other school resources.

= Declining number of students and young adults in rural
areas will:
1. Impact school districts (funding & school resources).
2. Impact employers (employee shortage).

WISCONSIN



THANK YOU!

Sarah L. Kemp _
University of Wisconsin-Madison f'."
Applied Population Laboratory
608-256-6781
kemp@wisc.edu

“Tonight, we're going to let the statistics speak for themselves."
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