
Neighborhoods Through the Decades:
Viewpoint of an Activist & Elected Official

 Livability in the 1970s and 1980s
 Owner occupancy

 Good maintenance

 Walkable and bikeable

 Less livability in the 1990s and 2000s
 Less owner occupancy

 Poorer maintenance

 More vehicles, fewer pedestrians and cyclists

 City improvements in mid 2000s to present
 Property inspections

 Housing renewal and affordability 

 Bicycle and pedestrian accommodations



Rethinking Compliance Issues Through 
Community Resources & Education

 How to inform people of violations in a non-confrontational manner
 Education and informal notes work much better than a notice of violation

 If people know, or are aware, they generally comply (90% of the time!)
 How to address aesthetics and inability to comply?

 CBO’s and faith based organizations

 Give extended timelines for compliance for big ticket issues 
(roof/siding/etc)

 Your allies are everyone in the community, use and include all of them, 
be creative 

 Steady and consistent with a specific mission will accomplish the goal 
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