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History of the Seminar: 
 

 With the exception of 2020 and 2021 due to the pandemic, students, faculty, and staff from the 
College of Natural Resources have traveled to Europe since 1973 annually to learn first-hand about 
European environmental problems and natural resource management practices. This program was 
initially developed in cooperation with the forest service of the German state of Baden-
Württemberg.  In subsequent years, visits to Poland and Czech Republic have been added to the 
itinerary. As a result, the European Environmental Studies Seminar now offers CNR students a 
unique opportunity to explore a wide breadth of environmental issues and resource management 
programs in a number of European countries.   

 
 

Outline of the Seminar: This course is divided into three components. 

 Spring Semester Orientation, 1 credit 
NRES 475/675 – Spring ‘24 Seminar 
Mondays - 4:00-4:50    TNR  352   

This orientation provides background information to deepen and enhance the European 
experience.  It also provides an opportunity to prepare logistically for the trip.  Portions of the class 
will be online. 

 

 

Central WI Environmental Station Field Studies, 2 credits 
NRES  475/675 – CWES 
Dates: May 20 to May 31, 2024 (one day off over the weekend) 

Undergraduates in the College of Natural Resources who are choosing this summer seminar in lieu 
of Treehaven will attend a two-week summer camp at the Central Wisconsin Environmental 
Station. This camp will provide students with essential field techniques in forestry, soils, water, 
wildlife and plant ID. 

 

 

European Environmental Studies Seminar, 5 credits 
NRES  475/675 – Germany/Poland/Czech Republic 
Dates:  July 2 – August 7, 2024 (tentative)  
Included in this seminar are lectures and field studies on environmental problems and resource 
management practices in Germany, Poland, and other European countries.  

 

Trip Leaders: 
Dr. Roland Gong (Sci D276), Paper Science and Chemical Engineering, and  
TBD 
  Trip Leaders lead up to 42 students. Dr. Gong has co-lead the trip two times previously and 

Leaders will have also worked with long-standing partners in each country we visit for up to a 
year developing an itinerary prior to departure.  

 



Participants:  

Participants may include the following, in order of priority: 

 
Undergraduates attending the College of Natural Resources at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens 

Point, who choose this summer seminar in lieu of the six-week Treehaven field 
experience requirement. These students must attend the spring seminar class and the two 
week mini-summer field camp at the Central Wisconsin Environmental Station in May. There 
has been a waiting list of students from this category almost annually. 

Undergraduates and Graduate students attending the College of Natural Resources at UWSP, if space 
permits and who do not need this summer seminar as part of a graduation requirement. These 
students are not required to attend the spring orientation and CWES summer 2-week field 
experience. While in Europe, an independent project will be required and graduate students 
will also present a seminar on this project. Three to five credits may be earned.  

Juniors, Seniors or Graduate Students at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point (UWSP) or 
schools other than UWSP who are not a declared CNR major, if space permits. Environmentally-
related majors will be given preference but all will be considered. These students are not 
required to attend the spring seminar or the CWES program. While in Europe, an independent 
project will be required and graduate students will also present a seminar on this project. Three 
to five credits may be earned. 

Other participants – Special arrangements can be made for any interested individual, if space permits. 
 

Estimated Program Costs: 
 

Program costs will not be finalized until May 2024 (though we will attempt to do so sooner).  
The program cost listed below is an estimate.  Final costs variables include number of student 
participating, program changes and currency exchange rate fluctuations. 
 

Summer 2024 Estimated Program Costs 
 Wisconsin 

Resident 
undergraduate 

Minnesota 
Resident 

undergraduate 

Midwest Student 
Exchange 

undergraduate 

Non-Resident 
Undergraduate 

CWES Mini-Camp 2 weeks 
Food & Lodging 

$660 
($300-Lodging; 

$360 Food) 

$660 
($300-Lodging; 

$360 Food) 

$660 
($300-Lodging; 

$360 Food) 

$660 
($300-Lodging; 

$360 Food) 

Tuition, 2 credits 
$525  

(plus approx.  
$250 in seg fees) 

$606  
(plus approx.  

$250 in seg fees) 

$787 
(plus approx.  

$250 in seg fees) 

$1,249 
(plus approx.  

$250 in seg fees) 
CNR Course fees $150 $150 $150 $150 

CWES estimate total $1,585 $1,666 $1,847 $2,309 
^ the items above will be billed to your student account by CNR/UWSP ^ 

European Seminar fee* $9,800  $9,800 +  $9,800 + $9,800 + 

^ the items above will be billed to your student account by the UWSP Office of Int’l Ed ^ 
Complete estimate TOTAL $11,385 $11,466 $11,647 $12,109 

*The European Seminar fee includes 5 credits of tuition, airfare, ground travel, arranged lectures/tours, 
travel/health insurance, room, and board.  
See below for a HIGH estimated cost breakdown for Europe.  
+The European Seminar tuition (5 credits) for MN, Midwest, and non-resident students will be 
more than shown as that estimate is calculated with the WI tuition rate.  
 
(Just for comparison, the estimated 2022 Treehaven summer costs: Wisconsin resident - $4,359 
Minnesota resident - $4,605, Midwest Student Exchange - $5,146, Non-resident - $6,535) 



The final bill from Office of International Education will be submitted to your account at the 
end of May. This is estimated costs based on 2023 and subject to change due to 
programming, inflation, currency rate, etc. 

 

 
 
 
 



Financial Aid:  

  
 Contact the Financial Aid Office for complete information. Students may apply for financial aid to 

study abroad. Increased financial aid (including student loans) may be provided for the higher costs 
of study abroad.  First renew your FAFSA for the 2024-25 academic year, receive your award letter 
and then have it revised to reflect your increased study abroad costs.  It is imperative that you renew 
your FAFSA no later than March 1, 2024. The summer 2024 financial aid award is included in the 
2024-25 financial aid year.  NOTE: If you did not accept all your current (2023-24) student loan funds, 
we suggest you reinstate them to help pay for your European Seminar program costs. 
 
Scholarships:  CNR Scholarships are available to students who are participating in the European 
Environmental Studies Seminar who completed the CNR Scholarship application by October 16, 2023 
by 11:59 pm. https://www3.uwsp.edu/cnr/Pages/CNRScholarships.aspx  
 
 
 

Application Process: 
 

1. Step 1: Online CNR-application for the European Environmental Studies Seminar is available 
at:  

https://www3.uwsp.edu/cnr/ssc/Pages/treehavenInfo.aspx 

 

                                      CNR Pre-Application deadline – October 30, 2023, at noon  
 

2. Step 2: If accepted from the pre-application process, you will be notified via email by Nov. 
10th and asked to complete a full Office of International Programs application by Nov. 
30th. See “Deadlines” below for more information. 

 
 
 

Selection Process and Criteria: Space is limited so the following criteria are used to rank 
and select interested students. 

 

1. GPA of at least 2.00 in Natural Resources major (including transfer credits) 
•  Qualified candidates will be ranked and selected by cumulative GPA (including transfer 
credits) 

2. Completion of NRES 250, 251 at a minimum. Preference will go to those who have also 
completed NRES 150 and 151 by the end of the spring semester prior to participation. 

3. Pass a campus and criminal background check after you are tentatively accepted. 
4. Pass NRES 475 (Spring Seminar) and NRES 475 (CWES – 2 credits) in order to participate 

in NRES 475 (Europe – 5 credits) 
5. Reference checks support trip participation. 
 

 
 
 
 
Deadlines: 

 

https://www3.uwsp.edu/cnr/Pages/CNRScholarships.aspx
https://www3.uwsp.edu/cnr/ssc/Pages/treehavenInfo.aspx


Oct 30, 2023 noon    CNR Pre-application due – available on-line at:    

 https://www3.uwsp.edu/cnr/ssc/Pages/treehavenInfo.aspx  
 

November 10, 2023 Notification of tentative acceptance via email by Office of International 
Education (OIE) and electronic permission given to register for NRES 475 by 
CNR SSC. 

 
November - Registration  
Period Register for NRES 475, 1 credit, Spring European Studies Seminar on 

your scheduled spring registration time – CNR Student Success Center (TNR 
122), will grant you electronic permission.   

 
 

December 1, 2023 Formal Application to Office of International Education DUE 
 
 Passports needs to be applied for, no exceptions. 
 Apply for passport through the US Department of State at 

http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english.html. DO NOT DELAY! 
Once you obtain your passport, bring a copy of the photo identification page 
to the Office of International Education immediately.  
NOTE: If you already have a passport, it must be valid six months AFTER 
your return date or February, 2025. If you need assistance, contact the Office 
of International Education. 
         

     Proof of vaccination uploaded via the standard university channel 
on/before November 30. Those applicants who fail to do so will be 
withdrawn from the program shortly thereafter. 

 
Dec 19, 2023   The $100 application fee and $500 non-refundable (but transferable) initial 

deposit due through the Financial Services office. All fees must be paid prior 
to departure. Summer 2024 financial aid funds should arrive before you 
depart if you apply for/renew your 2024 FAFSA by March 1, 2024. 

 
March 1, 2024   Apply/renew your Financial Aid application (FAFSA) for the 2024-2025 

academic year. 
 

 
For More Information: 

 

 Information and travel arrangements: Office of International Education  
  Room 203, Dreyfus University Center (DUC), Stevens Point, WI 54481 
  Phone:  715-346-2717  FAX:  715-346-3591 
 

General organization and academic program: 

 Dr. Roland Gong: Sci D276, 715-346-2570, roland.gong@uwsp.edu   
  
For questions on application and logistics:  

CNR Student Success Center, TNR 122, 715-346-4081, cnrssc@uwsp.edu   
 
 

2023 Itinerary for Reference – this will change year to year. 
 

https://www3.uwsp.edu/cnr/ssc/Pages/treehavenInfo.aspx
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english.html
mailto:roland.gong@uwsp.edu
mailto:cnrssc@uwsp.edu


 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 
 



 
 



 



 

 

 
 


