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Giezendanner's Birds, Boards & More project addresses needs that have been indicated through
orest visits, teacher evaluations and the original school forest education plan. As the curriculum is
mplemented, we learn more. One discovery is that field guides need to be simpler for younger
earners. Adult tree identification guides offer too many choices and overwhelm them, so a simpler

ne that concentrates on trees found at Giezendanner is needed. The diverse habitat of this
roperty (pines, hardwoods, clearing and marsh) is perfect for birding and students are interersted,
upplies are needed to build on that interest. The marsh also means that water drains down into it,

goal is to have the northwest trail passable during the spring of the year so that activities can be
onducted in the hardwood section of the forest. Spring is a time of heaviest use by classes.

hree footbridges are needed plus the trail route will be altered slightly. Trail maintenance and
uckthorn removal is a given, tools are needed for those tasks. Helping teachers to feel
comfortable in the woods is an ongoing goal, marking the iocations of activities and points of
nterest with traffic cones is an easy, non-permanent way to do so. As Baldwin-Woodville strives to
nvolve and educate students and teachers about the woods and environment, your help is much
ppreciated as budget constraints limit the resources available.
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A. Project Title and Administering Organization Name
Baldwin-Woodville Area School District
Giezendanner School Forest: Boards, Birds & More

B. Project Description and Timeline

B-W’s Giczendanner School Forest consists of 96 acres, 76 acres which are actively used by the District and the
community, It is located at 2424 30™ Avenue in the Town of Eau Galle in St. Croix County (28N, R16W, Section
15). The property consists of a swampy area surrounded by maples, oaks and pines on higher ground. This diverse
habitat is a blessing but because of water routes to the swamp, several footbridges are needed, especially in the
spring of the year. Elementary teachers are interested in doing more tree activities but have discovered that the tree
identification sources available are too difficult for their first and second grade students. The youngsters that visited
the woods this winter were fascinated by the tracks in the snow and would like to know more. The third grade and a
summer school session focus on birds and their habitat; binoculars are needed. Trail maintenance requires more
than loppers and bow saws; a small chainsaw would be so helpful. Typically stations are set up throughout the
woods, traffic cones which are portable would be useful to identify the station for students and teachers. The
materials and trail maintenance items all help to fulfill Goal 2: Education

Baldwin-Woodville has a K-12 enrollment of 1,560 students. The heaviest use of the forest comes from the
elementary and middle school. Outreach to the community has been in the form of services to Girl Scouts, 4-Hers,
and community education activities. Approximately 8500 people reside in the school district and are potential users
of the property.

The School Forest Committee is responsible for directing the operation of the program. Debby Walters acts as the
school forest coordinator. She will be the person who administrates this grant and coordinates the ordering and work
that needs to be done. If this grant is awarded, purchases would be made in June 2016 and the footbridges buikt
during the summer,

C, Target Audience/Need(s)/Justification of Need(s)

The page numbers in this section reference the Giezendanner School Forest Education plan which is on file in the
WEEB office.

Timeline: Purchases would be made in June 2016; footbridges to be completed by September 2016.

Geal: To have suitable Tree ID guides for use by 1% and 2™ graders.
Objective: To purchase 10 copies Take Along Guides: Trees, Leaves & Bark by Diane Burns to support the
following activities:
¢  Plant identification (p. 6)
¢ Leaf identification (p. 9)
¢ Field guides (p. 16).
People responsible: Debby Walters, Sarah Spenle (1% gr. teacher), Dan Lehman (2™ gr. teacher)

Goal: To enable students K through 3rd grade to identify animals of the woods by the signs students observe.
Objective: To purchase 10 copies Take Along Guides: Trees, Scat & Signs by Leslie Dendy
e  Animal Tracks and Signs (p. 6)
»  What’s Your Niche (p. 10)
¢ Field Guides (p. 16)
People responsible: Debby Walters, Russ Engler (Kindergarten teacher), Sarah Spenle (1 grade)
Goal: To provide students with the opportunity to view birds along the verge (where irees and clearing meet)
Objective; To have binoculars available for bird watching activities at all grade levels.
s Bird watching (p. 6)
*  Binoculars (p. 16)
People responsible: Debby Walters (School Forest Coordinator), Jackie Benson (3™ gr. teacher)
Goal: To improve the Big Oak Trail in the northwest corner so that is usable in all seasons; especially spring.



Objective: To build three footbridges to span the water ways.
»  Trail improvements referred to on p. 16, p.19, p. 22
People responsible: Debby Walters (School Forest Coordinator), Jason Gough (School Forest Committee), Dane
Rasmussen (School Forest Committee), Boy Scout Troop
Goal: To have the necessary equipment on site to maintain trails and deal with larger buckthorn.
Objective: To purchase a 16” chainsaw.
e Trail improvements (p. 16)
»  Upgrade trails: equipment (p. 21)
People responsible: Debby Walters (School Forest Committee), Dane Rasmussen (School Forest Committee)
Goal: To enable older students and teachers not as familiar with Giezendanner to locate educational stations easily.
Objective: To purchase portable traffic cones for use in identifying stations.
» Inevaluations received by teachers, this has been indicated as a need.
People responsible: Debby Walters (School Forest Committee)

D. Dissemination

Articles about the development of the Giezendanner School Forest and funding sources are published in the local
papers, the Greenfield newsletter, the school forest Facebook page, and on the Baldwin-Woodville School Forest
webpage. Credit is also given to financial contributors in the Giezendanner brochure. An information kiosk at the
entrance to the forest is in the works and contributors to the forest will be recognized there. The Baldwin-Woodville
School Board is informed of developments in the school forest during their January board meeting, State legislators
have been informed of WEEB’s contributions to the success of this program.

E. Project Evaluation

Teachers and students are involved in a continual evaluation process. After each visit, teachers fill out an evaluation
form. This form has teachers evaluate activities, relates them to state standards, and asks for ways to improve the
visit, curriculum and the site. The items that are requested in this application are in the Giezendanner School Forest
Education Plan and have also mentioned in the past year’s evaluations or in conversation with teachers. If the needs
of the users are met and their responses reflect that, it is a successful project.

F. Staff Qualifications

»  Debby Walters (School Forest Coordinator) »  Sarah Spenle (1* grade teacher)
*  Scott Benoy (Viking Middle School Principal; D 1 gad
School Forest Committee) ¢ an Lehman (2™ grade teacher)

»  Jackie Benson (3" grade teacher)
¢ Jason Gough (School Forest Committee)
*  Dane Rasmussen (Schoot Forest Committee)

»  Eric Russell (B-W Superintendent)
¢  Russ Engler (Kindergarten teacher)

G. Continuation

The Giezendanners left a monetary gift to the Baldwin-Woodyille School District also. Tt is being carefuily used to
develop the property for the use of students, teachers and the community. The School Forest Committee has
received donations from individuals for specific projects at Giezendanner. Several successful grants for the purchase
of educational supplies have also been written.

The longer the program is in existence, the more the teachers and community are coming to value the property and
the educational and recreational opportunities it offers. Plans are underway to offer summer school courses and
additional community education opportunities in addition to a growing school year schedule.



00°00%$ 00°68VT$ V101
Yyaen ol 3senbay w04
Ananay BYI0
3 Ul 91 'MBSUBLD OZ) SW 1Y8S
. souensjUIe JIEL], sswayg repde
(e12Ww3sa Jnoy pz) dooud] 00'502$

n0as Aog ‘Uasshlusey 00¥LS (yoee 00 £$) SMBIDS MOBp SIAX0q 2

aueq ‘y3noo uosey| 000219 (yoea 00'0Z$) Jequin| pejean 9L X ,9X,Z-9

“inoy Jad 0TS 1 pain3y 00°06% ﬁ (yoeo %o.m L $) foquin| pajean 9| X X ,Z- 9
. . Yyaes 00'GE) spiecq Xoap paleal Of X, X #/5 - 69
S33pLIqI00y4 JO} Joge] 00°00S 00°S¥ES| sjeusiew sbpluqgiooy $ q sobp hw“ooh 104 _\mnE:._
00'09¢% | uoneziuebio ANAgoY/ssEID {yoes 00°0L) DA NE ‘'ssu0D Alajes oyel) 2L — 9

00°66v3 Buiyoreamyuoneayuapt pag {(U2eS 00'66) SIBINDOUL] ZE X 8 dM 2INJUSAPY ¢Eo_EO -g
00°08% SPOOAA 9} JO SBWIIUY (yoes gg°g) Apuaq aisa Aq subis ' Jeog ‘syoel) — Ol
00'08S oneoyuep|elg | (4029 00'8) SUIng ouelq Ad e 3 sonesn Seail - Ol
Aoy (smoy Ayuenb ﬁ.@_ﬁa 1 “dy1oads ag)
saiddng/s|euaren
Aoy (33reyd “somessip 37 1Y) (o1doad o "ou 10 surEeN)
{sjeaw  ‘Buibpo| ‘abeajiw) [oAel]
Aanoy (Arefes Jo oFeimaning 2 amw) {uonisog 10 ommN)}
syyauag abuiy
Apsmoy (pourad sum 3p 21ey) (Uomisog 10 aweN)
eueIouO/Aiees

[ UFEIN U 9uanuUy
i0 ,ougo%.mwm&%m O SO SIoR
s, 0] W3
o) adAL yoey " a%h%“oim M@ﬁoﬂﬂ_maw.mwo@m Kanoy yooloig asuadxs Alobsjes 1e6png

1200-2C2-C1L sioieM A999(T PSK] [COYDS BALY I[[IAPOO M -TIMAPTRg
TON/BITY umon%_o 13 J03001(] 109l0ig uonezIuegQ) SULINSIEIIpY

AMYIWIAINS 139aN4

*AIESSIDIUJ] “Jaays

[EUOTIPPE X0 3SI3AL 35[]

(L0/6 "A230) 7 gTAM.
PIROY uwolRoNDY [BJUSTINONATY HSUOISIM




