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On The Cutting Edge

Silver Lake Ice

Stlver Lake a cenmury ago was o sparkling lake and a bustling rown,  Jusr 92 miles from
Chicago, this Wisconsin dief saf on the cutting edge of history, It was the center of Kenosha
County’s ice trade and the cradle of aquatic weed cutting. This two-part seriey apens with
the tce trade during ity glory vears of 1883-19200.

lce om Silver Lake was both a cover and a crop. The cover drew farmers and their stapping sons.
who axed and sawed chunks of ice for storage in underground cellars. There, the clammy cargo
rested until needed o cool milk and cheese. What the cellars couldn®t hold went w brewers and
butchers.

Atter the Civil War, more and more perishable produce was shipped by rail. A growing population

demanded fish and beef, pork and poultry, fruits and vegetables. Demand grew as well for ice

pops, ice cream, and iced pudding. So a network of railways criss-crossed Wisconsin, hauling
food from farms. .. and ice from lakes.

Ice harvestng remained in the hands of farmers
until 1385, when an ice company came to Sibver
Lake and cut not a few chunks of ice but several
thousand ons. A ranlroad bolt a spur line (o the
lake from Antioch, IMinois, and shipped the cargo
o Chicago. Within three vears, a dozen ice com-
panies were competing for the silver on Silver
Lake.

Fields of Ice

The ice companies divided Jilver Lake’s 464 acres
intorice fields, starting beyond the shallows and
extending offshore as ice and weather permitted.

Glearan's Pletorial Drawing.roese Companlon, TES4. Soon after if_“E-LIFI, cach company brushed and
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scraped snow so the ice would thicken in the
night air. With luck, the ice reached a foot thick
by Near Year’s.

Each ice field was staked at the corners and a line etched in the ice between adjacent stakes. A
horse-drawn marker plow—an iron box with vertical saw teeth—cut grooves 3 inches deep into
the ice cover. Atthe end of each row, the plow was turned back to mark yet another groove, 22
inches from the previous one. When all rows were marked, the plow cut grooves at right angles to
the first ones. Soon the entire field was a checkerboard of grooves, marking squares in the ice, 22
by 22 inches.



Lgrk and
damp, the
icehouses were
the great
pyramids af the
tce Jrarvesting
dynasties.
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i1 the we was rough, a planer plow with horaoniat
knife blades followed the marker plow to smooth
the ice surface.

With the ice prooved and smoothed, a horse-drgawn
cutter plow deepened the grooves 1o 8 inches, or
two-thirds of the wce thickness, A sheet of ce,
somie 400 by 600 feet, was then detached by saw-
ing along the outer lines,

The i sheet was floated down a channel cut ear-
lier from shore. Along the channel, men with long
ice spuds detached strips of some 8-12 ice blocks.
These were split into single squares, or 1ce cakes.
each weighing 200 pounds. The cakes were
floated onto a steam-driven elevator that hoisted
the ice to icehouses or waiting railroad cars.

Storing the Silver

The icehouses around Silver Lake were
humongous, only bigger. Built of cheap lumber on
the lakeshore—never mind the ordinary high wa-
ter mark—the houses consisted of 8-10 rooms,
each 36 foet wide (alonyg shore), S0 feet-bigh, and
some 200 feet deep (away from shore). Their
double-studded walls were a foot thick and smuftied
with sawdust,

Dark and damp, the icehouses were the great pyra-
mids of the ice harvesting dynasties. Entombed in
hay and smow, the ice cakes were stacked floor to
ceiling. Each stack held 40 cakes and averaged 4
toms. An entire room held 1800 stacks spaced 4
inches apart; a 10-room house held 72 000 tons.
Here the cut ice rested until shipped to their com-
mercial afterlife: home iceboxes and wholesale
meat lockers,

The [ee Crews

Each company worked roughly $40- 100 men and
bovs, plus some women and girls in the kitchens
and laundries of nearby boarding houses. Local
families supplied perhaps 20% of this labor. The

rest came from Chicago.

Company scouts went to South Halsted Street and
the Loop, built after the Great Fire of 1871, 10 find

unemployed workers. Some lived at home,
others, on streets. Many went willingly, lured
by promised of a warm bed, a hot meal, a hint
of adventure, and a dollar-a-day wage, Oth-
ers, 100 drunk or depressed, were camioed off—
despite their Fourth Amendment right “1o be
secure, . against unreasonable searches and
serrures,”

All met at the ralyards, where they were
loaded onte unheated boxcars—the doors
padlocked so no one jumped rail—and
shipped to Wisconsin. The austere surface of
Silver Lake, at once bright and brittle, was o
be their home and work for the next 3-4
weeks. . .and sometimes longer.,

The men worked 7 days o week and 10 hours
a day, despite only 9 hours of daylight. When
i storm or rmild weather approached, the day
shift went to 12 hours and a night shift was
added, with hight supplied by kerosene lantems
and bonfires on shore. Meals were served on
the ice, 1o Keep the harvest moving and the
roen orupied.

With ice-up in December and steady cold in
January, the ice fields would refrecee o allow
a second harvest. A dry but cold February
brought clear ice, ideal for home relngeration
and lemonade.

Caartesy af the Wiscarsin Histonioe! Seciely

Each ice crew formed a division of labor,
Some became plowers. sawyers, or pike
polers. Others became packers in the ice-
houses or night guards on the e hields. Ev-
eryone had a place. But all was not harmoni-
ous.
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peers, or the ice failed to thicken. Mild weathes
f early snow was to blame. A lTanuary thaw
cunfined the harvest to thicker ice formed ear-
bier near shore. Perhaps only 3-15% of the
we cover could then be harvested.

fensions mounted between rival companies.
scuftles might start with a wisecrack, some gear
issing at night, or @ sawyer cutting into an
adjacent ice field. Soon 10-20 men would be
wiestling on the 1ce, Bsts and poles flying. The
fights intensificd during mild winters, when ice
felds were crowded near shore, Dunkings
wiere # sure bet. Some even drowned and are
pured i unmarked graves beneath the Wis-
wonsin s,

Mol we fging weic prysical, Compeaton
ted Lo prive Disang and deals with mulroads.
Mergers and bankrupleies in the 1890 [ef
Silver Lake with a few ice conglomerates. Bu
inre irouble was alfool,

Mheliduw i

Meal packicts dlow abigly wilbcol il vl
dismupred ce shipments. Rallioads balked at
nauhing drpping cargo tat rusted their cars
Evervone demanded clean ice.

L'iu'..'u;__',u puisacad  salllliddy g fdwe s, pliasdiiint
g sales of ice from polluted waters. Opposi
ion 10 lake 1ce mounted after iyphoid feve:
swept Chicago i 1901 the gprdenic blanwd
o “had e (One city resident found a fin
Zertlp i her ced tea.) Meat packers wsed
more and moee artificial we; railrosds haoled
e and more dry goods. By 1914, electric
sefmgerators began replacing the venerable 1ce
BUACS,
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we, Bven the weather cooperated during the
P9 Ok, the iee coming garly amd thickening fast.
Silver Lake, ts ice crew and wown residents.
perhaps thought the ve wade would Lasy 1ill
dooimsday. Bul the end was near.

Jabruaiy E92E pPluved b D s ik, bow Taliesd i
thicken bevond six seory nches, Beai down oy
wimpy weather and sagging sales, the e conglom
erates folded one by vne. Even the ivehuuses Lha
stoad so proudly on shore began w crumble: vic
tims of decay and neglect, of mold and canpenter
ants, of fire and lightmng

Crariery ol the Wosconrin Bisterical Sociel

milver Bake iseli had changed m 33 yeas. ic
fake—its marshes plowed and dramed, s shaores
wampled under foot and plank-—was no longer s
sparkling. The wwn—aow spread along the wes:
shore with over 300 residents—-had grown sixtold.

Buk <hallligg ol AiThercii Kied fidad cliicady Do uie
on Silver Lake., one burn of “green ice” and ade

alre for weediree shallows, Silver Lake would be.
anee dgain, on the curmtng sdge.

Hy Seowdy Eogeld Al e culling cdge oy peovas, S
Adevesis fakehom aeifoles vear-rowia from P08 Box 04,
Winadenall, Wiscoree, Hlis SHver Latie zago will condine:
ih ol SRR D55t

O Lake Leaders Institute Graduates

i

Crew I

e tatke priche ai anoincing e @sluaniois il U
dedicated individuals. 'We look forwand w0 work- £
ing with therm in the: Molere,

Bali Ave'alberan, Jobne Bates, Fred Blake, Ko |
Doepke, Jefl Gaber, Brel Hagemeyer, Dhane |

Hanson, Chuck Hartman, Jerry Harvancik, Nancy |
#lill, Roben Flynek, Richasd Jobnsos, Rich Mam, |
Karen McNelly, John Meinhardt, Frank Micaie.
Jeannie Nowak, Doug Peterson, Ken Roesler. |
Fred Schieg, Dale Schlough, Ed Severson, Frank |
Splin. Pete Van Adrsdale. Allan Wi, June Yanus., |

E"-M_:_‘!.I]IJ Levnad Laleskl.

idfe Libh
resldenl Jorrid
a fingeritp in
fter iced fea.

LR



Wisconsin Lakes
Convention

March 8, 9, 10, 2001
Stevens Point Holiday Inn
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, , , Wisconsin Lakes:
it 1s that time agalt e woegsic tor

the 2001 Wisconsin Lakes Convention. If you are TEJE' Next. Ten. Years -
concerned about the future of the lakes and rivers
in Wisconsin and you are looking for an opportunity to leam and network with other individuals that are passionate about
Wisconsin waterways, this convention is a must, The larzest convention of its kind 15 bigger and better than ever. If your lake
organization neads to get a lot of information in little ime, send a delegation 1o Stevens Point. The convention will provide an
opportunity to explore state of the art technologies, gain useful information from experts in the field and speak with decision-
makers about issues vital to lakes. This year's convention will feature the unveiling of the Ten Year Strategic Plan that will
sel the direction for the Wisconsin Lakes Partnership for the next decede. We will also feature the Aquatic Ecosystem
Restoration Foundation {AERF) national team of aquatic plant expents who will conduct a special workshop symposiem
on aguatic plant management. We encourage you o not only attend, but to invite a frend or other group whose vision will
play a role in the future of owr lakes, Attend all or part of the convention but come ready to learn and ready fo share.

Boating Safety Home Study

Boatl operatars can improve their operating skills and possibly save money on insurance rates by enrolling in an approvied
home study boating safety course. After studying the course materials at home, a final written exam can be taken at the
Wisconsin Lakes Conference. The course costs 10,00 and is only availahle for ages 16 amd older. The Aexibility of this
course will hopefully allow more people to take it. Graduates of the course will receive the DNR Boat Safety Certificate,
For the pre-study packet, please contact Leanne LeBoeuf at 608-266-2203 or e-mail at leboel @dnrstate.wius. Leanne
will send out your material and you can pay your 310,00 when you take the written test at the conference.  You can take
the exam between 7 and 8 pan. at the DNR Boating Safety booth on Friday.

Pre-register for these workshops:

Hands on weh work: The home computer and the world wide web have become integral we our daily life. Many lake
oreanizations have improved their ahility to communicate by developing web gites and using computers o gencrate
newslenters.  This year's convention offers a unigue opportunity to work with web masters and experts at the UWSP
compuier lab for hands on raining in developing your own web site. Saturday, March 10,9 - L1 a.m., 320.00; pre-regis
tralion required; class limited 1o the first 20 people.

Agquatic Exotic Educational Trunk Workshop: This two hour workshop, Satday, March 10, Y-11 a.m., 15 back by
popular demand.  Participate in this workshop and create your own exotic educational trunk that can be used at lake fairs
or lake meetings. As you creale your trunk, you'll network with others that have become "pros” in identifying, monitoring
and controlling exatics, 830,00, pre-registration required; class limited o the fGrst 23 people.

Lodging Information: A block of rooms is being held at the Holiday Inn (715-341-1340) until February 153, 2001
Rates are 252.00/single, 382.00¢double, triple or quad. Be sure to ask for the Lakes Convention block.

Other nearby  hotels include: Comfort Suites (715-341-6000); Country Inn & Suites (715-

343-T000), Super 8 (300-800-2000); Road Star Inn (800-445-4667) or contact the Stevens
Paoint Wisitors Bureaw at 800-236-4036 or T15-344-2350,

LakeTides Iaii;




Thursday, March 3, 2000 Wisconsin Lakes Convention

1‘.‘?&' the ﬁﬂﬂﬁ-ﬂ: Eg!! the ;:'Eﬁp&fﬁ ?M e Fﬂﬁﬁfﬂ Working Effectively With Local Governmenis

Land use planning ar the local government level might very well shape the future of Wisconsin lakes over the next ten
years. This Thursday work day presents a unique opportunity 1o learn about the issues, the players, the tools and the skilis
you need to make a difference. Our lakes are an investment, Each year we spend countless hours working 1o make sure
the investment is safe and scund. This work day will help you in that effort.

B — (M)
9:00 - 9:10
910 - 1000k

L0z - 10:45

13- 110D
11 z0H}-12:0M)

P21 A
120Hb — FelHk

4:15 - 5:15

Registration

Upﬁnil‘lg Bemarks - Judy Jooss, President, WAL

Smart Growth and Long Term Implications for Wisconsin Water Resources

Dol Censlewicr, Executive Direcior, VO Friends of Wisconsin

A Lake is a Reflection of its Watershed: Land Use Planning Tools for Lake Projeciivn
Lakes and Land Use Planning Lake organizations and property owners can and should get involved in
local planning efforts. Find out how land use planning, zoning districts, lake classification, shoreland
zoning ordinances, subdivision ordinances, veluntary conservation casements through land trusts, and
other implementation tools can be used at Iocal levels to protect and enhance your lake. = Bryan Pierce,
UWER, Wilas Co,

Land and Water Resource Management Plans What are they, how will they intluence nonpomt
comtrol funding and how can they be wsed at the local level to protect vour lake. — Diane Hunson, Land
Conservation DepL., Lingoln Co,

Break

How to Work Effectively with Local Governments and Influence Local Decision-Makers
~ Rick Stadleman, Wisconsin Towns Association

and explore ways w effectively work with local govemment. - Chuck Sleeter. Town of Nashvilke:
Karcn McMelly, Waukesha Co.

Putting it all Together - Land and Water Resource Planning in kenosha Co.
- LeAnn Colburn, Southeastern Begional Planning Commission

Lunch

How you can Influence Zoning :
Some of the issucs addressed include:
* Who makes the decisions?

I

‘isions that Affect vour Lake

* What are the rules of the zame?

+ How docs this decision/plan affect my lake 7

- Mike Dvesen and Lynn Markham, Land Use Edociion Cenler, Ly sievens Boud

Citizen Process in Action - Local Water Classification Projects

Working with local government o promote long lasting water resource Prolecion and pusiive working
relationships. A panel of three counties share their storics on citizen involvement in local planning etforts,
Facilitated by Susan Tesank, Wisconsin Association of Lakes

Citizen Process in Action - The County Lake and River Assoc, Experience

Share experiences , network and explore the potential for county-wide and regional lakes and rivers assicia-
tions in the local pelitcal field. Facilitated by Crew 11 Lake Leaders: Fred Blake, Washbum County Lakes and Streams
Assoctation and Ken Roesler, Lincoln Co Lakes Association.

Spoaeared by The Wisconsin Association of Lakes, TWSE Land Lise Bdocallias Leides. TR Fricisds
of Wisconsin, Wisconsin Counly Code Admanisieatars, Wisconsin Land and Warer Conservalivn
Aasociztion, Wisconsin Towns Asscciation, Wiseensin Land &nd Waler Conservalion De pl

ik dides Snid



Friday, March 9, 2001 Wisconsin Lakes Convenilon

sel=Y 00 Exhibit Hall Opens - Registration - Check in

9:00-9:15 Opening Remarks

%:15-9:30 Signs of the Times - A mult-medsa 35 mm shide presensation

$:30-10:00  The Plan - Premiering of the Ten Year Strategic Plan for the Wisconsin Lakes Partersiup.

10:00-11: iy What are We Going to Do about It? Key Wisconsin legislators discuss and answer vour
guestions on timely Wisconsin lake issues such as shoreland development and recreational buating.

1n:00-12:00 A Hot Topic - Global warming and its implications for Wisconsin lakes.

12:00-1:00  Lunch - Supreme Court Justice David Prosser

1:30-2:30 Workshop streams #1: (8 concurrent sessions)

2:30-3:01) Break in Exhibitors Hall

RHIEEHILE Waorkshop streams #2: (8 concurrent sessions )

3:0H-T:00) Exhibitors Secial

T:00-8:00 HBoating Safety Exam

H:00-8:00 Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Foundation {ALRE) discussion

Saturday, March 10, 2001

T:30-5:45 Wisconsin Lake Stewardship Awards Breakfast

P:00-10:00  Workshop Streams #3 (9 concurrent sessions)

10:00-10:15  Break in Exhibitors Hall

10:15-11:15  Workshop Streams #4 (9 concurrent sessions)

11:15 12:15  Closing ceremony, refreshments and music by ... White Water
12:30 - 2:00 WAL Annual Meeting imembers and non-members welcome )

Streams and Workshops

I. Aquatic plant management with chemicals: AERF symposium - In this stream, experts from around the naoon wiil
ANSWET YOur queslions on 1 varety of aquatic plant issues. You will get the scoop on fish and aquartic plants, twxicity of aquatic
herbicides, nuisance agquatic plants, ecological impects of plant management techniques and why aquatic herhicides alfect plams
wnd 3l you,

2. Wel Socks and Waders: Aguatic Ecology - In this stream explore the subject of lake ecology, exotics and shoreiand
restoration. See puge 4 for additional detail on the exotic educational trunk component (Sawrday, 9-11 am.) of this stream. You
must e pre-registersd for this o hour workshop (330000),

3. Laws and Water - Ask questions and get answers from attomeys spectalizing in water law and lake organization legal issues,
Giet legal updates and insights on various lake issues such as boating regulations and ordinances and the implications of 1he
Chapter 30 recodification initiatve.

4. MNuts and Bolts of Lake Management - This session will expiore the day o day details of operating a lake organization. Get
tips on everything from purchasing an insurance policy to writing by-laws and dealing with requests for absentee ballots. Tanlor-
made rivelets will address the issues affecting both lake associatons and lake districts in specially crafted breakout mini-sessions.
Work with the pros and learn what it really means to operate a lake district or lake association effectively.

3. If Fish Can Work Together, So Can We! - The ccology of building relationships 1o achieve transformative results. This
sezsion will provide participants with opportunities fo use their experiences working with Wisconsin lakes to explore ways in
which they might encourage volunteers, build eams, and use conflicl creatively 10 achieve results that make a difference.

6. Helping Hands (Self-Help) - Get up to speed on state of the art monitoring technigues. Learn about the partership between
remote saellite sensing and Self-Help volunteers. Discover what's new in sampling equipment as well as how o use it

T. The Business of Lake Management — Luke businesses from around the region share their expertise and their tps on
mangging granms and working with consultants,

§. Visualize the Possibilities: You, your basin educator, your web site and fake publicmions, Explore the culling edge!
Discover ways to spice up your web site and newsletters through digital images for web and print publications; and learn how to
inaintuain your web site. Get up to speed on the latest computer visioning software progrium 10 see what vour shoreland would
louk like if landscaped in different ways. Also leam how to access existing malenals on the web and elsewhere for your
newsleters.

9. Hands-on web work, Explore the potential for more elfective commumications via the web. This is a basic course on
developing a web site. You must be pre- registered for this two hour workshop (Saturday, 9-11 am., 320401 Sce page 4 for
additionl detals.




Wisconsin Lakes Convention, March 8, 9, 10, 2001
Registration Form - Pre-Register by February 23rd to avoid 310 laie fee.

Nagmes: o o .

Address: .

Ciby: - e State ApCode: .

Diay e Telephone: o _ E-daal: - -

b amn representing d Lakeim_ - County

My lake has sent a e to the Convention Tmes. | have personaily attended T =

I 535.00 Thursday, March 82 OFf the People, By the People, For the People: Working Effec-
tively With Local Governmeins

3 54500 Fruday, March 9 Lakes Convention Day 1 - includes materials, lunch/breaks,
Ten Year Strategic Plan

5 135.00 Saturday, March 10: Lakes Convention Day 2 - includes sateriials, Lake slewardshp
Awards Breakfast/Breaks

B 5T0.00 Package Fee for Friday and Sawrday (savings of $10.00)

'-i- __________ #3500 Trunk - Aquatic Exotic Educational Trunk Workshop limited to 25,

L F20.00 - Work on the web, hands-on computer workshop at UWSP Computer Lab;
limited to 240

s $5.00rday K-12 Stodent Fee, meals notineluded " Friday Saturday

Vegetanian Meal Reguested

B Extra meals only (Friday lunch, $15.00; Saturday breakfast, $12.00}

5 $10.00 Late Registration Fee (if postmarked after February 23, 2001}

3 Total Registration Fee Enclosed

Ml form and check payable to UW-Extension, 0: UWEX-Lakes, 1900 Frankiin Se.. CNR-UWSPE, Stevens
Poim, W1 34481, Somy - no welephone or credit card registrations acceptad.

Lodging information: A block of rooms is being held at the Holiday Inn i715-341- 1340} unil February
15, 2001, Rates are 352.00/ingle, $82.00/double, triple or quad. Be sure to ask for the Lakes Con-

vention block.

My non-profit lake organization would like a display Lable/poster space {(must provide own dispias
boards: bring easel if possible)

COnact perssns Phone:

E-Mlmii:

You will receive confirmation of your registration and vour place i the lmited attendance workshops.
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Self-Help Lake Monitoring

Lake Tiddes 26010}

Don’t Let Milfoil Foil Your Lake

While boating last September on Lake Minoqua
in Oneida County, Laura Herman, DNR Lakes
Biologist and Self-Help Coordinator, and her hus-
band, Fobin, noticed & Eurasian Water Milfoil
(EWH) plant growing near the boat landing.,
Laura had done the last plant survey on this lake
back in 199 and knew that the healthy aquatic
plant community of 38 species did not inclwde
EWM. This discovery was lucky for Lake
Minocqua. Early identification of this nasty ex-
otic makes eradication or control much easier,
and can help prevent the spread into other
waterbodies. In this case the Lake Association
hired a diver to go underwater (o retrieve whole
EWM plants near the landing and dispose of
thern. With anv luck, the scuba diver found and
destroved all EWM in this bay. Just 1o be on
the safe side, plant surveys will be conducted
next vear to make sure all EWM beds were
destroved. If any EWM plants are found, a
control strategry will be worked out with the Lake
A LS00,

When it comes to looking at and identifying the
plants on a lake, Laura just can’t help hersell.
She finds aquatic plants fascinating. . Laura is
one of many Eurasian Water Milfoil Monitors
throughout Wisconsin, Many EWM Watchers
are Self-Help Lake Monitoring volunteers. Oth-
ers are interested citizens who prize the guality,
diversity and beauty of Wisconsin Lakes. They
know that exolic species such as EWM disrupt
the stability of natural ecosystems and threaten
biodiversity. The more volunteers that are out
actively looking for this aguatic pest, the better.

Why Watch for Eurasian Water Milfoil?
EWM was introdueced (o the U5, from Europe,
Asia and northerm Africa. The first authenti-
cated record of the plant was in 1942 in a Wash.
ington D.C. pond.  Since then, it has travelled
throughout the 1.5, and can now be found in
46 of the 50 states, As of October 2000, EWM
has been verified in 535 counties in Wisconsin
and 33% waterbodies, Volunteers play an infe-
gral part in leaming to recognize the plant and
checking local lakes for the presence of EWM.
And most importantly, volunteers spread the
word - education 15 the best defense against
EWM and other aquatic exetics,

How do Yolunieers Waich for EWRHA7
Equipped with & training package consisting of
fact sheets, reporting forms, stamped envelopes,
information on where the plant has been found
and what lakes are presently being monitored,
EWM Watchers motor around their lake once
or bwice a summer on clear, calm days check-
ing plant beds and raking up suspect plants.
Since EVWM has been found growing in depihs
from 1 to 204 feer, watchers check both the
shallows and deeper water. A rope 15 altached
to 4 garden or thatching rake allowing the val
unteer 0 gel o those plants choosing to grow
in the deep reaches of the lake. Beaches are
alzo checked in order to retrieve smaller frag
ments.

If volunteers find a plant they tunk is EWM
they either bring the sample to their local DINE
Service Center for verification or dry and press
the sample for later venfication. A reporting
form is sent to the local Self-Help Coordinator
cach tme the lake is checked, whether or not
EWH has been found, A database 15 main-
tained with the lakes that have a veritied EWM
ProscIee.

Would you like to he an EWM Watcher?
With more than 15,000 lakes in Wisconsin, vol-
unteers are an integral part of all lake monior-
ing efforts. If von would like more informa-
tion on becoming an EWM Monitor, please
contact the Sell-Help Coordinator closest
to you. If you are a Self-Help Lake Moni-
tor, vou may leave a message on the Secchi
Line and your coordinator will get back to
YiblE,

There is a video available entitled “Stop Exclics,
Clean Your Boat™. The video looks at wiys
we can stop the spread of EWM and zebra
mussels. Just ask your Self-Help Coordinator
(o borrow the video for a meeting or home
viewing.



Bass Labe Spunsors YWorkshop

B0 Lo o einben, sis eachicns foom e Mew
Bachmond School District and thiee represes-
iatives of the Bass Lake Rehabilitanon Dastric
51 Cronx Coumty ) gathered together o learr
itiere about water education in a Project WET
workshop.

Frojuet W E L {Wealer Baucatsd tor Leacis ;
= international program that is active moall
iy stales, In Wisconsin, the prosram is spon-

sored by the Wisconsin Lakes Partnership.
Pfrojoct WET sceks (o facilitate and promote
the awarencss, appreciation, knowledee and
stewdrdship of water resources through the
development and dissemination of classroom
ready teaching aids, Activities can be used by
classroom teachers, youth orgamizatnon lead
ars, nabure conter staff — or in this case — Bass
Lake Rehabihtanon Distnet members to help
aducate area youth on the importance and
ramageinern oF their Lake,

Worksiep pamicipaiils worked wgeihei s
comnplete sctivities from ibe Project WET Cur-
siculurn and Activity Gude, acollection of over
S0 activities that are hamds-omn, casy 10 use,
and fun. The guide covers diverse lopics and
as interdiscaplingy, meamng it is ol all soienoe!
Activities also address skills in math, lunguage
s, social studies, fine ans and health.

lerry Laverens, New Fichimond Higih Sctwsol
science teacher, comments the “activities are
well-defined and presented in a way 0 make
them easy touse”. His co-worker in the En-

;__',IJIhJi |J.|'_'!]d.l [FHIETTS .‘}I.-:E.Ii'l.u.llll_ Fosll Lits. iy 2 ol Mas
“already modified a Few activities o G wilh {exisi-

ingp novel units, native ierature. and more.”

Thanks wihe Bass Lake Bebabilitation District,
whuo sponsored the workshop, all participants re-
ceived the Project WET Curriculum and Activity
Guide free of charge! 1f your fake association is
imerested in sponsonng a Project WET workshop
tor nrembers and local teachers, contact the Project
WET-Wisconsin Coordinator: Mary Pardee, 715/

MO-4978; mpandee@ wwip,edu

Life Under The fce

This winter | discovered how io:

»  Catch a snowiTake
« Make a snow gange
»  (Check the snowpack depih and lavers

|oalso iearnwed aboui:

How s produces weiel

*  The ettect of snow melt o uecs:
#  The color of snow

«  How water layers

»  How o make lee castles

Suund ke fun? Adopi- A-Lake fias s iow wiies

carriculum guide, Life Under the lce.

I'his bookiel 15 avalabie for eachers, lake lovers
winer adventunsts or lake organizations looking tol
activities for their annual fish jamboree! Contac
Laura Felda, Adopr-A-Lake Coordinator (715

3d6- 3306, ifelda @ uwapedie ) for information on
the booklet. or to schedule a Life under the Iee

workshop, Happy Discovenng!
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Wisconsin considers modifyving the Motorboat Gas Tax Formais

What is the motorboat pas tax formula? Many of the water programs in Wisconsin
are all or partially funded by a transfer of motor fuel tax revenue associated with the
amount of gas used by boats,” These dollars from boat fuel wse are placed in an
gccount in the state's conservation fund and then used for programs like the Wisconsin
Lakes Program. The amount of fuel ax revenue transferred is calcolated wvsing o
1983 formula thar assumes a boat uses 30 gallons of fuel a vear. The motor fuel tax s
edjusted annually according to a statutory formula (in April 2000 it was 30.264).

Whal does it pay for! The tax helps pay for water safery patrols and education activi
tiess that help keep boaters, swimmers, anglers and other enthusiasts safe on Wisconsin's
lakes and rivers. It helps pay for conservation programs that protect water guality in
lakes and rivers, fishing opportunities and scenic beauty, Thiz funding source also pays
for things like boat access sites, recreational boating projects, lake and river manage-
ment activities, grants, and dam safety efforts.

Is boating on the risc? Boating is on the rise and our waters are fecling the pressure.
The number of registered boats in Wisconsin has almost doubled since the late 1960s,

Muore than 40
prercent af the
registered boats in
Wisconsin are
between 16 and
39 feet long,
compared to fust
18 percent 20
years agao.

Jaoewe Tidei XO{1)

arowing from 303,000 i 1969 w0 more than 364,000 in 1999, Boats and boat motors

also have been growing bigger, spurring a dramatic increase in the amount of fucl
boats use.

The Proposal. The DME 1= proposing woadjust the motorbeat gas tax formuola o eeflect & more
realistic but still conservative 80 gallons of gas a vear used by boats in Wisconsin, A 1995 Ohio study
estimated that boaters used 299 gallons per year, and when nsage figures from a 1999 Minnesota
siudy are applied wo the number and tvpes of boats in Wisconsin, the average usage tops LD gallons.

What 15 Best for Wisconsin? - The conventional wisdom believes thal money raised by boal use
should be wsed w support boat and water uses in the Badger State. An example is the spread of
exatic aquatic creatures by boats, Boats are a vector in the spread of invasive species like zohra
mussels and Eurasian watermilfoil. Some states like Minnesota operate inspection programs at boat
pocess sites and have used them o successfully control the spread of these exotics. Wisconsin lacks
such a boat inspection program. The DNE has proposed that a porion of the increased revenues
from the motorboart gas tax transfer would enable DNE 1o conduct & more comprehensive cducation
campaign and estahlish a hoat inspection program similar to Minnesota®s.

The proposed change in the formuola w 80 gallons of fuel a year would reflect current estimates of
moiorboat fuel usage and the effects of the growing number of motorboats on public safety and the
environment. The increase would represent less than 19 of the Wisconsin motor fuel tax collected
fiscal year 2000. The formula change would increase the amount of the motorboat gas tax revenue
transferred to the water conservation fund from about $10.7 million a year to $17.1 millicn a year in
the year KL

Getming the Most Miles for Qur Money, Wisconsin's lakes and rivers anchor the stae’s 38 billion
tourism industry. Some folks regard increasing these funds as a fair way to keep Wisconsin waters
safe and enjoyable for all citizens and visitors, while protecting water quality, fish populations and
scenic beauty. Legislators will need 1o decide if $6.4 million is better spent on our 13,000 lakes and
43,000 miles of rivers or converting two miles of a two lane highway inte four lancs. If you have
comments or questions contact vour local legislator or The Wisconsin Assoviation of Lakes
(WAL at 1-800-542-3273 or e-mail; wilakesEexecpe.com
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UW "Biocomplexity” Project 10 Focus on Northern Lakes

A team of University of Wisconsin-Madizon scientists have received a grant 1o conduc o Gve-year, 53
million study of how human use of northern Wisconsin Lakes affects sensitive shoreline ecosystems. The
grant is part of the National Science Foundation's new program on biocomplexity, which will help foster
understanding of how living things at all levels interact with their environment. The UW-Madison study
will focus on 50 lakes in Vilas and Oneida counties.

“Lake-edge environments are ideal Tor this program, because so many things are happening in the new
shureline arca,” says Stephen Carpenter, principal investigator and UW-Madison Professor of Limnology.
“It's the nursery for most life in a lake and the area where most human impacts occur,”

The study will analyze human Jand use issues such as forestry and recreational development, fish produc-
ticn, near-shore vegetation and habitat, and exotic species problems in the lakes. The goal will be to
measure ow human wse of the lukes affects the overall health of the ecosystem. The scientists will work
from LU'W-Madison's Trout Lake Station, nosth of Woodruff.

Wisconsin Lake Stewardship Awards

Lonsider submitting a nomination for the Wisconsin Lakes Stewardship Awards, Nominaling a person or
group can he time consuming, but the reward is worth it. Winners and nominges will be recognized at the
State Lakes Convention in March 2001 at Stevens Point. The Wisconsin Lake Stewardship award is
designed to recognize an individoal or group whose outstanding contributions of time and effort have made
a positive difference in the well-being of Wisconsin's lakes. Winners of this prestigicus award will join a
distinguished group of lake leaders that have made their mark on Wisconsin lakes. The following items

sl b incloded wath the nomnalion:

= Letter of Recommendation. This lener from the sponsor explams why the nomines 15 deserving of
the award,

+  Letters of support. At least three letters from individuals representing varied interests should be
subanitted.

= Supporting information. Letters, newspaper articles, copies of materials developed, and other items
that support the nomination must be included.

Picking a winner is a tough process. Winners of the Lake Stewardship Award are evaluated

based on the following criteria :

*  Participation in a diverse range of activitics and an investment of substantial tme.

* A demonstration of benefits to a lake or lakes and & willingness to share skills and information.

* A commitment to developing relationships and teaching others about lakes siewardship.

Suebensiy youer newninations te DWEX-Lakes, 1900 Franklin St, CNE Bldy., Stevens Point, Wi 54481, or averlabes @ e v veliy
by Febrirary 15, 2001

CALENDAR
Jan. 27, 2001 - Southeast Wisconsin Lakes Conference, Youth Building State Fair Park; contact Wisconsin
Associztion of Lakes at 1-B00-542-5753.
May 5, 2001 - Washbur Coanty Shoreland Restoration Workshop. Contact the Washburn County
Extension office for more information at 715-635-3444,
June 23, 2001 - Washbumn County Lake Fair, Contact the Extension office for more information &1 7 1 5-635-
A4, :
Nov. 7-9, 2001 - North American Lake Management Society, 21st Intemational Symposium. Local Host:
Wisconzin Association of Lakes.
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“We know enough of our own mistory by now Lo
be aware that people exploir what they have
merely concluded to be of value; but they defend
what they love."

- Wendell Berry



