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Citizen Boards in Wisconsin

Environmental Decision 

Making:  1867-1987

A 120 Year Evolution







The Era of 

Exploitation

1867-1895





1874-1915

Wisconsin Fisheries Commission 

Three Unpaid Citizens







The Progressive 

Conservation Era

1895-1915















1905-1915

Wisconsin Forestry 

Board

Three Unpaid 

Citizens



State Functions of the 

Forestry Board

Hire State 

Forester
Budget

Set up a 

Forest 

Reserve















Wisconsin Conservation 

Department

Three Paid Commissioners











1927-1967

Wisconsin Conservation 

Commission Six Unpaid Citizens















1927-1967

Wisconsin Natural Resources 

Board Seven Unpaid Citizens



The Environmental 

Decades:

1967-Present









Staggered Six-Year Terms





1995

A Perfect Storm





Hire Secretary













Increase Citizen Involvement




