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Conservation History and Ecology Readings - Suggested List 

Adamson, Joni (2002). The Environmental Justice Reader: Politics, Poetics, &  

Pedagogy. University of Arizona. Press. ISBN 0-816-52207-3. 

Alter, Jonathan (2007).  The Defining Moment: FDR's Hundred Days and the  

Triumph of Hope.  Simon & Schuster.  ISBN-13: 978-0743246019. 

Ambrose, Stephen (1997).  Undaunted Courage: Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson,  

and the Opening of the American West.  Simon & Schuster.  ISBN-13: 978- 

0684826974 

Annin, Peter (2009).  The Great Lakes Water Wars.  Island Press.  ISBN-13: 978- 

1597266376 

Apfelbaum, Steven I. and Alan W. Haney (2010). Restoring Ecological Health to Your  

Land.  Island Press.  ISBN-13: 978-1597265720. 

Backes, David (1999).  A Wilderness Within: The Life of Sigurd F. Olson.  University  

of Minnesota Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0816628438.  

Botkin, Daniel B. (1992). Discordant Harmonies: A New Ecology for the Twenty-first  

Century. Oxford University Press. ISBN 0-195-07469-6. 

Buchmann, Stephen L. and Gary Paul Nabhan (1997). The Forgotten Pollinators.  

Island Press. ISBN 1-559-63353-0. 

Carson, Rachel (1962).  Silent Spring.   Houghton Mifflin.  ASIN: B00162HRL6. 

Carter, Vernon Gill and Tom Dale (1975).  Topsoil and Civilization.  University of  

Oklahoma Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0806111070. 

Christofferson, Bill (2004).  The Man from Clear Lake: Earth Day Founder Senator  

Gaylord Nelson.  University of Wisconsin Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0299196400. 

Colborn, Theo; Dumanoski, Dianne; Meyers, John Peter (1997). Our Stolen Future:  

How We Are Threatening Our Fertility, Intelligence and Survival. Plume.   

ISBN 0-452-27414-1.   

Cooper, Richard N. and Richard Layard (eds.) (2003). What the Future Holds: Insights  

from Social Science.  The MIT Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0262532044. 

Cronon, William (2003). Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of  

New England. New York: Hill & Wang.  ISBN-13: 978-0809016341. 

Crosby, Alfred W. (2004).  Ecological Imperialism: The Biological Expansion of  

Europe, 900-1900.  Cambridge University Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0521837323. 

Darwin, Charles (1911).  On the origin of species by means of natural selection. Hurst.  

ASIN: B00087QUH2. 

Dawkins, Richard (2005). The Ancestor's Tale. Mariner Books. ISBN 0-618-61916-X. 
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 (2006). The Selfish Gene. Oxford University Press. ISBN 0-199-29115-2. 

Desmond, Adrian and James Moore (1994). Darwin: The Life of a Tormented  

Evolutionist. W. W. Norton & Company. ISBN 0-393-31150-3. 

Diamond, Jared (2005). Guns, Germs, and Steel: the Fates of Human Societies. W. W.  

Norton & Company.  ISBN-13: 978-0393061314. 

(2005). Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed.  Penguin Books.   

ISBN-13: 978-0143036555 

Dobson, Andrew P. (1998).  Conservation and Biodiversity. W. H. Freeman.  ISBN-13:  

978-0716760320. 

Douglas, Marjory Stoneman (1947).  The Everglades: River of Grass. Pineapple Press;  

60th anniversary edition.  ISBN-13: 978-1561643943. 

Dubois, Rene (1981). The Wooing of Earth. Scribner Book Company.  ISBN: 978- 

0684169514. 

Egan, Timothy (2006).  The Worst Hard Time: The Untold Story of Those Who  

Survived the Great American Dust Bowl.  Mariner Books.  ISBN-13: 978- 

0618773473. 

(2010). The Big Burn: Teddy Roosevelt and the Fire that Saved America.  

Mariner Books.  ISBN-13: 978-0547394602. 

Ehrenfeld, David W. (1981).  The Arrogance of Humanism.  Oxford University Press.   

ISBN-13: 978-0195028904. 

Flader, Susan (1994). Thinking like a Mountain: Aldo Leopold and the Evolution of  

An Ecological Attitude toward Deer, Wolves, and Forests.  University of 

Wisconsin Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0299145040. 

Flannery, Tim (2002). The Eternal Frontier: An Ecological History of North America  

and It’s Peoples. Grove Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0802138880. 

Fox, Stephen (1981). The American Conservation Movement: John Muir and His  

Legacy.  University of Wisconsin Press. ISBN 0-299-10634-8. 

Frome, Michael (1997). Battle For The Wilderness.  University of Utah Press.  ISBN-13:  

978-0874805529. 

Gottlieb, Robert (1993). Forcing the spring: The Transformation of the American  

Environmental Movement.  Island Press. ISBN 1-559-63832-X. 

Gould, Stephen J. (1990). Wonderful Life: The Burgess Shale and the Nature of  

History.  W. W. Norton & Company.  ISBN-13: 978-0393307009. 

Hardin, Garrett (1995).  Living within Limits: Ecology, Economics, and Population  

Taboos.  Oxford University Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0195093858. 

Hays, Samuel P. (1959). Conservation and the Gospel of Efficiency: The Progressive  
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Conservation Movement, 1890-1920. University of Pittsburgh Press.  ISBN 0-822- 

95702-7. 

(1987). Beauty, Health, and Permanence: Environmental Politics in the United  

States.  Cambridge University Press.  ISBN 0-521-38928-3. 

(1998). Explorations in Environmental History: Essays. University of Pittsburgh  

Press.  ISBN 0-822-95643-8. 

Isenberg, Andrew (2001).  The Destruction of the Bison: An Environmental History,  

1750-1920. Cambridge University Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0521003483 

Judd, Richard William (2000). Common Lands, Common People: The Origins of  

Conservation in Northern New England. Harvard University Press.  ISBN-13:  

978-0674004160. 

Kline, Benjamin (2000). First along the River: A Brief History of the US  

Environmental Movement. Acada Books.  ISBN-13: 978-0965502955. 

Knight, Richard L. and Sarah F. Bates (eds.) (1995). A new century for natural  

resources management.  Island Press.  ISBN-13: 978-1559632621. 

Kukla, Jon (2004).  A Wilderness So Immense: The Louisiana Purchase and the  

Destiny of America.  First Anchor Books Edition.  ISBN-13: 978-0375707612. 

Lee, Katie (1998). All My Rivers are Gone: A Journey of Discovery through Glen  

Canyon.   Johnson Books.  ISBN-13: 978-1555662288. 

Lendt, David L. (2000). Ding: The Life of Jay Norwood Darling.  Maecenas Press.   

ISBN-13: 978-0944266298. 

Leopold, Aldo (1949). A Sand County Almanac. Oxford University Press.  ASIN:  

B0016CH8JC. 

(1986). Game Management. University of Wisconsin Press.  ISBN 0-299-10774-4. 

Linden, Eugene (2007).  The Winds of Change: Climate, Weather, and the  

Destruction of Civilizations.  Simon & Schuster.  ISBN-13: 978-0684863535. 

Lorbiecki, Marybeth (2005).  Aldo Leopold: A Fierce Green Fire.  Falcon.  ISBN-13:  

978-0762736638 

Maher, Neil M. (2009).  Nature's New Deal: The Civilian Conservation Corps and the  

Roots of the American Environmental Movement.  Oxford University Press.  

ISBN-13: 978-0195392418. 

Marsh, George Perkins (1864/classic reprint 2010). Man and Nature: Physical  

Geography as Modified by Human Action.  Forgotten Books.  ISBN-13: 978-

1440065460. 

Matthiessen, Peter (1988).  Wildlife in America.  Random House Value Publishing.   

ISBN-13: 978-0517676899. 
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Mayr, Ernst (1985). The Growth of Biological Thought: Diversity, Evolution, and  

Inheritance.  Belknap Press of Harvard University Press. ISBN-13: 978- 

0674364462. 

(2002). What evolution is?  Basic Books.  ISBN-13: 978-0465044269.  

McCormick, John (1991). Reclaiming Paradise: The Global Environmental Movement.   

Indiana University Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0253206602. 

McIntosh, Robert P. (1986). The background of ecology: concepts and theory.   

Cambridge University Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0521270878.  

McNeill, John and Paul Kennedy (2001).  Something New Under the Sun: An  

Environmental History of the Twentieth-Century World.  W. W. Norton.  ISBN- 

13: 978-0393321838 

McPhee, John (1990). The Control of Nature.  Farrar, Straus, Giroux.  ISBN-13: 978- 

0374522599. 

Meining, Donald W. (1986). The Shaping of America: A Geographical Perspective on  

500 Years of History, Volume 1: Atlantic America 1492-1800.  Yale University  

Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0300035483. 

(1995). The Shaping of America: A Geographical Perspective on 500 Years of  

History, Vol. 2: Continental America, 1800-1867.  Yale University Press.   

ISBN-13: 978-0300062908. 

 (2000). The Shaping of America: A Geographical Perspective on 500 Years of  

History, Volume 3: Transcontinental America, 1850-1915.  Yale University Press.  

ISBN-13: 978-0300082906. 

 (2004). The Shaping of America: A Geographical Perspective on 500 Years of  

History: Volume 4: Global America, 1915-2000.  Yale University Press.  ISBN-13: 

978-0300104325. 

Meffe, Gary K., Martha J. Groom, and C. Ronald Carroll (2005). Principles of  

Conservation Biology. Sinauer Associates.  ISBN-13: 978-0878935185. 

Meine, Curt (1988).  Aldo Leopold: His Life and Work. University of Wisconsin Press.   

ISBN-13: 978-0299249045. 

Merchant, Carolyn (2005).  The Columbia Guide to American Environmental History.   

Columbia University Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0231112338. 

(2006) and Thomas Paterson.  Major Problems in American Environmental  

History.  Wadsworth Publishing.  ISBN-13: 978-0618308057. 

 (1989). Ecological Revolutions: Nature, Gender, and Science in New England.   

The University of North Carolina Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0807842546. 

Miller, Char (2004). Gifford Pinchot and the Making of Modern Environmentalism.  
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Island Press.  ISBN-13: 978-1559638234. 

Morrison, Reg (1999).  The Spirit in the Gene: Humanity's Proud Illusion and the  

Laws of Nature.  Cornell University Press.  ISBN-10: 0801436516. 

Myers, Marcia (1991).  Women in the Field: America's Pioneering Women Naturalists.   

Texas A&M University Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0890964897. 

Nash, Roderick (2001). Wilderness and the American Mind. Yale University Press.  

ISBN 0-300-09122-2. 

(1989). American Environmentalism: Readings in Conservation History.  

McGraw-Hill. ISBN 0-070-46059-0. 

(1989). The Rights of Nature: A History of Environmental Ethics. University of  

Wisconsin Press. ISBN: 978-0299118440. 

Nelson, Gaylord, Susan M. Campbell, and Paul A. Wozniak (2002).  Beyond Earth Day:  

Fulfilling the Promise.  University of Wisconsin Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0299180409.  

Noss, Reed F. and Allen Y. Cooperrider (1994). Saving Nature's Legacy: Protecting  

and Restoring Biodiversity.  Island Press.  ISBN-13: 978-1559632485. 

Novak, Barbara (1981).  Nature and Culture: American Landscape Painting, 1825- 

1875.  Oxford University Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0195029352. 

Oelschlaeger, Max (1993).  The Idea of Wilderness: From Prehistory to the Age of  

Ecology.  Yale University Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0300053708. 

Punke, Michael (2007).  Last Stand: George Bird Grinnell, the Battle to Save the  

Buffalo, and the Birth of the New West.  Smithsonian.  ISBN-10: 0060897821.   

Quammen, David (1997). The Song of the Dodo: Island Biogeography in an Age of  

Extinctions.  Scribner.  ISBN-13: 978-0684827124. 

Real, Leslie A., and James H. Brown (eds.) (1991).  Foundations of Ecology.  The  

University of Chicago Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0226705941. 

Reiger, John F. (2000).  American Sportsmen and the Origins of Conservation.   

Oregon State University Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0870714870. 

Reisner, Marc (1986).  Cadillac Desert: The American West and its Disappearing  

Water.  Penguin.  ISBN-13: 978-0140178241. 

Roosevelt Theodore and Elting E. Morison (1985).  Theodore Roosevelt: An  

Autobiography.  Da Capo Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0306802324 

Russell, Emily Wyndham Barnett (1998). People and the Land through Time: Linking  

Ecology and History. Yale University Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0300077308. 

Sanders, Scott Russell (2009).  A Conservationist Manifesto.  Indiana University Press.   

ISBN-978-0-253-35313-9. 

Sauer, Carl Ortwin (1969).  Land and Life: A Selection from the Writings of Carl  
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Ortwin Sauer.  University of California Press.  ASIN: B000KU9XNK. 

Scott, Doug (2004).  The Enduring Wilderness: Protecting Our Natural Heritage  

through the Wilderness Act.  Fulcrum Publishing.  ISBN-13: 978-1555915278. 

Sellars, Richard West (1997).  Preserving Nature in the National Parks: A History.   

Yale University Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0300069310. 

Seuss, Dr. (1971). The Lorax. Random House Books for Young Readers.  ISBN-13: 978- 

9650706005. 

Shabecoff, Philip (2003). A Fierce Green Fire: The American Environmental  

Movement. Island Press.  ISBN-13: 978-1559634373. 

Soule, Michael E. (ed.) (1986). Conservation Biology: The Science of Scarcity and  

 Diversity.  Sinauer Associates, Inc. Publishers.  ISBN-13: 978-0878937950. 

Stegner, Wallace (1992). Beyond the Hundredth Meridian: John Wesley Powell and  

the Second Opening of the West. Penguin Books. ISBN 0-140-15994-0. 

Steinberg, Ted (2008). Down to Earth: Nature’s Role in American History.  Oxford  

University Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0195331820. 

Stilgoe, John (1983).  Common Landscape of America, 1580-1845.  Yale University  

Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0300030464 

Strong, Douglas H. (1988). Dreamers and Defenders: American Conservationists.   

University of Nebraska Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0803291560. 

Sutter, Paul S. and William Cronon (2004).  Driven Wild: How the Fight against  

Automobiles Launched the Modern Wilderness Movement.  University of  

Washington Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0295982205. 

Terborgh, John (2004). Requiem for nature.  Island Press.  ISBN-13: 978-1559635882. 

Tocqueville, Alexis de (2003).  Democracy in America.  Penguin Classics.  ISBN-13:  

978-0140447606. 

 Turner, Frederick (1989).  Spirit of Place: The Making Of An American Literary  

Landscape.  Island Press.  ISBN-13: 978-1559631808. 

Udall, Stewart (1991).  The Quiet Crisis and the Next Generation.  Gibbs Smith.   

ISBN-13: 978-0879053345. 

Vickery, Jim dale (1994).  Wilderness Visionaries: Leopold, Thoreau, Muir, Olson,  

Murie, Service, Marshall, Rutstrum.  Northwood Press.  ISBN-13: 978- 

1559714358 

Warren, Louis S. (2003). American Environmental History.  Blackwell.  ISBN-13: 978- 

0631228646. 

Watkins, T. H. (1992).  Righteous Pilgrim: The Life and Times of Harold L. Ickes,  

1874-1952. Henry Holt & Company.  ISBN-13: 978-0805021127. 
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Whitney, Gordon Graham (1996). From Coastal Wilderness to Fruited Plain: A  

History of Environmental Change in Temperate North America from 1500 to 

the Present.  Cambridge University Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0521576581. 

Williams, Jack E., Michael P. Dombeck , and Christopher A. Wood (2003). From  

Conquest to Conservation: Our Public Lands Legacy.  Island Press. ISBN-13:  

978-1559639569. 

Wilson, Edward O. (1992). The Diversity of Life. W. W. Norton & Company. ISBN 0- 

393-98980-1. 

(1986). Biodiversity.  Edited by E. O. Wilson. National Academy Press.  ISBN-13:  

978-0309037396. 

(1984). Biophilia. Harvard University Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0674074422. 

Worster, Donald (1985).  Rivers of Empire: Water, Aridity, and the Growth of the  

American West.  Oxford University Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0195078060. 

(1979). Dust Bowl: The Southern Plains in the 1930s. Oxford University Press.   

ISBN-13: 978-0195174885 

(1988). The Ends of the Earth: Perspectives on Modern Environmental History.   

Cambridge University Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0521348461 

(1994). The Wealth of Nature: Environmental History and the Ecological  

Imagination.  Oxford University Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0195092646. 

 (1994). Under Western Skies: Nature and History in the American West.   

Oxford University Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0195086713   

Wyant, William K. (1987).  Westward in Eden: The Public Lands and the  

Conservation Movement.  University of California Press.  ISBN-13: 978- 

0520061835. 

 


