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What is a 
Land Trust?

A non-profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) 
conservation organization that 
works with private landowners   

to conserve their properties.





Why partner with 
Land Trusts?

Technical & legal expertise
Focus on perpetuity
Funding resources for monitoring & enforcement
National standards















Land donation is a good 
protection strategy for 
conservation- minded 
landowners who want to:
•Transfer responsibility for 
managing the land.

•Do a simple transaction 
while realizing substantial 
income tax deductions & 
estate tax benefits.

•Make sure the land is 
protected permanently.

Land Donations

Another option…





Outright donation

Donation by 
bequest in will

Remainder interest
or reserved life 
estate

Trade lands

Lease back
Ways of 
Donating 
Land





Includes local PDR 
& TDR Programs



Conservation Buyer/Seller program

• Eugene & Elenore Streich property
1500 feet of frontage on Harmony Lake
One reserved building site, up to 2,500 
sq. ft. of footprint for all structures







Willa Schmidt -
Snipe Lake 
Conservation Easement

An example…



Purchased by parents 
in 1941 for $1300.



Original cottage on 
small, adjoining lot 
to be removed



Over 1500 feet of natural 
shoreland frontage



“It was pretty empty for a long time, but then 
development took off on Snipe Lake.  It was 

hard to see it change.” – Willa Schmidt



Approx. ½ acre “construction 
zone” surveyed and marked



“Not having someone to leave the land to 
has always been part of my 

consideration.  I’ve been thinking about 
how to preserve the land for years.”



Kern Conservation Easement –
1000 feet of frontage & 56 acres



“It is so incredibly beautiful.  I hope it is safe and 
will stay there forever.”  - sisters Ellen McKenzie 
and Joann Kindt protected their 16-acre farmstead.



Diana Anderson - 12.8 acres on   
Sunset Lake in Vilas County

To Diana’s grandchildren:        
“I protected this land so I could 
tell you ‘See?  This is what the 
northwoods should look like.’”



NWLT Conservation Interests
• Large remaining shorelines on 

otherwise developed lakes
• Wild Lakes
• Upper Wisconsin River/Northern 

Rivers Initiative
• Blocks of forest lands
• Contiguous/in-fill with public lands



Conservation Land Donation:  
Dugan Squash Lake 

Nature Preserve



Roger Degris 
Conservation Easement

Dugan Squash Lake
Nature Preserve



FOR SALE to support NWLT! 
100-foot lot on Pickerel Lake 

near Eagle River, Vilas County.

Trade Land
Donation



Current NWLT Conservation Projects
Conservation easement donations –78 
Conservation land donations – 5
Conservation land acquisition – 1



Northwoods Land Trust protection totals :

*  Over 11,000 acres.

*  >26 miles of natural lake shorelines,

including on 8 DNR-listed “wild lakes.”

*  >33 miles of river and stream corridors.

*  About $22 million of easement/land values.



Outreach Projects

• Landowner education projects in 
Price County focusing on large 
sections of natural lake shorelands & 
all “wild lakes”.

• Priority river & stream property 
owners in Forest County.



NWLT Conservation Projects

• Conservation Land Donations
– Thunder Lake Wildlife Conservation Area
– Holmboe Conifer Forest State Natural Area
– Dugan Squash Lake Nature Preserve

• Registry program: 3-Vilas,2-Oneida,1-Forest



We rely on volunteers …

• Newsletters, mailings 
• Provide financial support
• Board of Directors & Council of Trustees
• Conservation easement monitoring
• Land protection and management
• Educational presentations and events



Ways of Giving 
to a Land Trust

Please join us!

Cash contributions
Stocks & Bonds
Securities on Life Income Gifts

Outright Gifts of Land
Gifts of a Conservation Easement
Remainder Interest

Estate Planning/Bequests
Life Insurance
Retirement Plans
Deferred Gift Annuity



Contact:
Gathering Waters Conservancy

www.gatheringwaters.org
Northwoods Land Trust

www.northwoodslandtrust.org



Contact:

Bryan Pierce
Executive Director  
P.O. Box 321   
Eagle River, WI  54521-0321   (715) 
479-2490 
nwlt@northwoodslandtrust.org 
www.northwoodslandtrust.org

Northwoods Land Trust



You make the call…
Conservation Option Scenarios
• SCENARIO 1:  THE WOODS

100-acres w/ 1000 feet of frontage.
Old structures do not meet minimum setback, 
but want to add on and build a new bunkhouse.
Two college-age sons to inherit the property.
Concerned with property taxes, estate taxes and 
sons’ ability to manage the property.



THE WOODS



You make the call…
Conservation Option Scenarios

• SCENARIO 2:  THE FLOWAGE
75 year old widower with no heirs
Peninsula on river flowage 
Not interested in dealing with DNR
Wants to live on land until he dies
Has little income, so may need compensation 
for conservation



The
Flowage



You make the call…
Conservation Option Scenarios

• SCENARIO 3:  FAMILY LAKE LEGACY
Elderly woman with several children – she 
fears they will sell for development.
Long stretch of critical shoreline.
Going into nursing home and must sell the 
property.
Lake Association would like to see it 
protected.



Family 
Lake 

Legacy



You make the call…
Conservation Option Scenarios

• SCENARIO 4:  YOU or YOUR LAKE!
What conservation tools might work best?


