Voluntary Conservation

Landowners can choose how
to leave their land legacy
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Protect critical
natural areas







Promote sustainable
forest management
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Enhance recreation
opportunities




And provide for lasting enjoyment
by future generations
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WILDERNESS LOTS

N In the Heart ofthe Nicolet
OFF@ED EXCLUSIVELY BY..
PHELPS

EAGLE RIVER
’ THREE LAKES
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Nicolet Sign
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..What is a
Land Trust?

A non-=profit, tax-eiempt S501(c)3)
conservation organization,that
works with private landowners

to conserve their properties.
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Focus on perpetulty
Funding resources for monitoring & enforcement
National standards




What are the
options?
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CONSERVATION EASEMENT
WHAT ISIT?

A conservation easement is a voluntary legal agreement between a
landowner and a land trust or government agency that:

o Restricts present and future uses of the land

e Protects a parcel of land forever
o Is flexible and can be tailored to the needs of the landowner

or the property

o Allows the land to remain in private ownership so the landowner
can live on, donate, sell or bequeath the property

o Can entitle the landowner to several types of tax deductions
if the easement is donated




CONSERVATION
EASEMENT
O & A

Q Who holds a conservation easement and

how is it administered?

A Aqualified nonprofit organization, like a

land trust or government entity, can hold
an easement. The organization is

responsible for establishing, monitoring
and enforcing the easement in perpetuity.

(@, Who decides what restrictions govern a
conservation easement?

The landowner and land trust or other
entity decide together.
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QO Doesa conservation easement grant public
access to land?

A No. But access can be a stipulation of an
easement agreement.

How does an easement effect the
landowner’s ability to sell, develop or pass
the land to heirs?

Restrictions defined in the easement
document run with the land forever so
protected land can be sold or transferred
at any time without affecting
enforcement.
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(@, What are the financial benefits of donating
a conservation easement?
Landowners who donate an easement to a

land trust or other qualified entity can
claim a charitable deduction. This can

include federal and state income taxes,
federal estate taxes, gift taxes and

property taxes.

How is the value of a conservation
easement determined?

The difference between the property’s full-
market value before and after donation of
the easement.
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Land Donations

e

Another option... >

e

Land donation is a good
protection strategy for
conservation- minded

landowners who want to:

*Transfer responsibility for
managing the land.

Do a simple transaction
while realizing substantial
income tax deductions &
estate tax benefits.

*Make sure the land is
protected permanently.




COMMON REASONS
A LANDOWNER DONATES
LAND TO A LAND TRUST

® Their love for the land

e Support for the land trust’s mission

@ There’s no heir or likely heirs cannot or will not protect the land
o Property is highly appreciated

@ A desire to reduce estate tax burdens

e Treasured land is too great a responsibility
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Donating

L.and

Outright donation

Donation by
bequest in will

Remainder interest
or reserved life
estate

Trade lands

Lease back
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Land Purchases -

Bargaln Sale

'-eywardsh1p Fund
= = - Lake Protection Grants
= '&fmtrlbutmns from other

E~ ~ -organizations (lake assns.)
=== _or private individuals




Includes local PDR
& TDR Programs

lelted Development
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Reserve some land for
development with
conservation of the rest
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Conservatlon Buyer/Sell
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Registry Program
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Voluntary conservation agreement
with technical assistance
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- Managed Forest Law
Conservation or
Wetland Reserve
Forest & Stewardship
Incentive Programs
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development took off on Snlpe Lak
hard to see it change.” - Willa Schmldt
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- “It IS SO 1ncred1bly «b'éﬁlltlfiﬂ "'I hopé 1t is safe and

will Stay there forever.” - sisters Ellen McKenzie
and Joann Kindt protected their 16-acre farmstead.
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NWLT Conservation Interests

* Large remaining shorelines on
otherwise developed lakes

 Wild Lakes

 Upper Wisconsin River/Northern
Rivers Initiative

t lands

/in- ill with public lands
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NORTHWOODS }
e Land donated

LAND TRUST

in 2009 by
Pat & Sue Dugan
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Jugan Squash Lake
‘Nature Preserve |
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- Trade Land '
~ Donation -

FOR SALE to support NWLT!
100-foot lot on Pickerel Lake
near Eagle River, Vilas County.
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Current NWLT Conservation Projects

Conservatlon easement donatlons —78
Cﬁnservatlon Iand donatlons ~5

P -

| -'.' COHS?IVMIOH land acqulsltlon- PRI




. ol ;, 2k w*»,« -
. . 45 A &

.‘r n f_ o o)
L T’p Sl A e

Norfhwoods Land Trtlst pmtectlon totals :

et Ove‘t‘*%ll;ﬂ()ﬂ 'acres,._

including on 8 DNR-llsted d

* >33 miles of river and stream corridors.

ai B About $22 million of easement/land values.




Outreach Projects

. Landowner education projects in

sectlo N
all “wild lakes”.

* Priority ri m pro
owners in Forest County
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. ‘Prowde financial 'support
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" Stocks & Bonds

Ways Of Giving

to a Land Trust

Please join us!

ities on Life Income Glfts
Dutris ifts of Land
itS of a Conservation Easement
ainder Interest

Estate Planning/Bequests
Life Insurance
Retirement Plans
Deferred Gift Annuity




Contact:

Gathering Waters Conservancy
www.gatheringwaters.org

Northwoods Land Trust |
www.northwoodslandtrust.org




Northwoods Land Trust

Contact;:

Bryan Pierce
Executive Director

P.O. Box 321 il
Eagle River, WI 54521-0321 (715)
479-2490
nwit@northwoodslandtrust.org
www.northwoodslandtrust.org




You make the call...
Conservation Option Scenarios

« SCENARIO 1: THE WOODS
100-acres w/ 1000 feet of frontage.

Old structures do not meet minimum setback,
but want to add on and build a new bunkhouse.

Two college-age sons to inherit the property.

Concerned with property taxes, estate taxes and
sons’ ability to manage the property.







Y ou make the call...
Conservation Option Scenarios

« SCENARIO 2: THE FLOWAGE
75 year old widower with no heirs
Peninsula on river flowage
Not interested 1in dealing with DNR
Wants to live on land until he dies

Has little income, so may need compensation
for conservation







Y ou make the call...
Conservation Option Scenarios
+ SCENARIO 3: FAMILY LAKE LEGACY

Elderly woman with several children — she
fears they will sell for development.

Long stretch of critical shoreline.

Going 1into nursing home and must sell the

property.
[Lake Association would like to see 1t
protected.







Y ou make the call...
Conservation Option Scenarios

« SCENARIO 4: YOU or YOUR LAKE!
What conservation tools might work best?




