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Some things to think about and 
discuss today…….. 

• What is “conservation”?    
 

• Why does it matter?  Do you think this is an important issue for us 
as a society? 

 
• What concerns do you have about our natural resources today?     
 
• What are our the biggest challenges we face today in 

conservation?   
 

• What is your role in conservation? 
 

• How can you get involved in conservation decision making? 
 

 
 
 

 
 



What is conservation? 
 

What mental models do we use to 
think about conservation? 

 
Where did they come from? 



North American Model 
of Wildlife Conservation 

How it came to be - let’s follow the trail… 
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1850 - 1900 

Era of Decimation 
Wildlife viewed as inexhaustible in 
supply….buffalo is emblematic… 

Early 1800’s = Estimated 30 Million 1902 – 23 buffalo 



Market Hunting 



Extinction of 
Passenger Pigeon 

“The scale of the operation can be judged by figures that seem almost  
incredible but which were carefully recorded as part of a perfectly legal  
and highly profitable commerce.  On just one day in 1860 (23 July) 235,200  
birds were sent east from Grand Rapids in Michigan.  During 1874  
Oceana County in Michigan sent over 1,000,000 birds to the markets in  
the east and two years later was sending 400,000 a week at the height of  
the season and a total of 1,600,000 in the year.”  

- Clive Ponting 



The dramatic decline of 
species such as the buffalo 
and the passenger pigeon, 

and man-made impact on the 
land challenged previous 

beliefs in the inexhaustibility 
of natural resources 



    “Our natural resources are not 
limitless, our own self interest 
dictates we can not afford to be 
short-sighted in how we use those 
resources, and if we believe that 
future generations deserve a natural 
inheritance undiminished by present 
generations, we must conserve those 
resources through sustainable 
practices that strike an appropriate 
balance between human industry and 
nature’s capacity”.  

 

Appreciating our past, assessing the present, and determining the future 



The North American Model of Conservation  
A conceptual framework that guides conservation: 
 

– Wildlife is a public resource.  It’s the governments 
responsibility to hold wildlife in trust for all citizenry in 
perpetuity.   

 
– Democratic Rule of Law.  Wildlife is placed in the arms of 

our democracy – not in the hands of a few.  Everyone can 
participate. 
 

– Prohibitions on commerce in wildlife.  Wildlife would be 
harvested for individual use in a regulated manner, not for 
commercial or market purposes. 
 

– Scientific Management of Wildlife.  Decision making 
regarding wildlife management should guided by science.  
 

– Wildlife is an International Resource.  Boundaries of states 
and nations are of little relevance to wildlife, requires 
international cooperation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Why did President Roosevelt say this? 
   
Do you agree conservation of our 
natural resources an important issue for 
society? 

"The conservation of natural resources is the fundamental 

problem.  Unless we solve that problem, it will avail us little to 

solve all others.“ 

    -Theodore Roosevelt  

                                   U. S. President  

    Memphis, TN,  

                                       October 12, 1907 



What concerns do you have 
about our natural resources? 
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What do you see as the 
biggest challenges we face 
today regarding our natural 

resources? 



On August 1, 1969, Time magazine reported on the fire and on the  
condition of the Cuyahoga River. 

June 22, 1969 



Getting older……. 
 
 

“People aged 65 and older made up 12.4 percent of the population in 2000.  
They will make up 16.3 percent of the population by 2020. 
 In 2030 nearly 1 and 5 Americans will be 65 and older”. 

 
Funding Conservation Programs? 

“Every eight seconds for the next 17 years,  
one more baby boomer will turn 60 years old” 



The future stewards of our natural resources will be more diverse…….. 



~ 1920 

4th Generation removed 

Becoming more urbanized………. 
 

"You begin to believe that your water comes from the faucet, gas comes from the gas pump, 

your heat comes from the stove, your food comes from the store”.   - Cal Dewitt 





Land Use and Ownership Patterns  

• Fragmentation of 
large tracts into 
numerous smaller 
tracts 

 
• Forest owners 

aging - largest 
intergenerational 
transfer of private 
forest lands in 
history in the next 
20 years. 

 
• 60% of all forested 

land in US currently 
owned by people 
over 55. 

 Source: Applied Population laboratory, University of Wisconsin 
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Biodiversity 



Future Challenges…Biological Pollution 

Invasive and Exotic Species 



Climate Change – Mitigation and 
Adaptation 
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What is your role in 
conservation? 



How You Can Get Involved 

• Individually 
– Personal practices 
– Career Choice? 

• Organizationally 
– Form/Join an organization 
– Participate in a conservation 

organization or project. 

• Participate in the public policy 
making process. 
– Stay informed 
– Join an organization  
– Participate in the legislative 

process 
– Go to legislative and Commission 

hearings and present your opinions 
and views on issues 

 Conservation Cadets 



Examples of Conservation Organizations 
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Sturgeon Patrol 



Outdoor Skills Events 



Learn to Hunt Events 



How can you get involved in 
conservation decision making? 



Where and how does conservation 
decision making take place? 

• Federal Level – Congress 
– Your local Senator and Congress person 
– House Committees 
– Senate Committees 
 

• State Level – Legislatures 
– Your local state legislators 
– House/Assembly Committees 
– Senate Committees 
 

• State Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
– Commission Model of Decision Making (Natural Resource Boards) 
– Other means of input - Conservation Congress, Round ) 
 

• NGO – Non Governmental Organizations 
– National – National Wildlife Federation, National Wild Turkey Federation, Sierra 

Club, etc 
– State 
– Local Conservation Organizations – local clubs and organizations 
 
 
  



The Wisconsin Conservation Congress provides Wisconsin citizens with a local avenue  
for input and exchange concerning conservation issues.  

Natural Resources 
Board 

http://dnr.wi.gov/


Some closing thoughts…. 



Conservation- the Last 130 Years 

• Restored game populations.   
 

• Significantly cleaned our air, land and waters. 
 
• Benefited an array of other species and habitats and landscapes. 
 
• Diverse public and political sectors began to realize the enormous 

value – culturally, recreationally, and economically – of a sustainable 
use approach to our natural resources. 
 

• Increased the demand for recovery and protection of our natural 
resources resulted in creation of state agencies staffed with 
professionals.     

 
• Partnerships with land owners and a proliferation of non-profit 

conservation organizations who engage in political action and raise 
money to preserve habitat and restore wildlife. 
 

• International Treaties were established. 
 

• Devised funding mechanisms for conservation.   
 
 
 
 



The Next Chapter in 
Conservation History….. 

 
A defining moment…how will 

you participate in the this 
moment in history? 



    Conservation of our natural resources is critical to 
the future vitality of our country.  Everything is 
ultimately a subsidiary of the natural world. 

 
 Outdoor experiences and participation in 

conservation are a means for an increasingly 
urbanizing society to remember we do not weave 
the web of life, we are merely a strand in it.     

  
 It’s important we have experiences in the natural 

world – to experience an element in the human 
existence that is critical to perpetuating a world 
that is both sustaining and sustainable.  

 
  





“The ultimate test of a 

person’s conscience may 

be their willingness to 

sacrifice something today 

for future generations 

whose words of thanks will 

never be heard.”  

- Gaylord Nelson 


