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NO GAP! GAP!

Red Swamp Crayfish
Procambarus clarkii

Mistaken ID: White River CrayfishRed Swamp Crayfish

No gap between curved seams of carapace

Wedge/Needle-shaped rostrum

Indistinct black tail stripe 

**Color can vary widely, not a key distinguishing feature**



Overview of Incident
Friday June 21st 2019
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Containment Fencing
Friday June 21st 2019
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─Establish Red Swamp Crayfish Response Team
─Communication Protocol and Press Release
─Identify Areas of Concern
─Containment 
─Establish Monitoring Plan 

Rapid Response
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Rapid Response
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─Establish Red Swamp Crayfish Response Team
─Communication Protocol and Press Release
─Identify Areas of Concern
─Containment 
─Establish Monitoring Plan 



Areas of Concern



Rapid Response
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─Establish Red Swamp Crayfish Response Team
─Communication Protocol and Press Release
─Identify Areas of Concern
─Containment 
─Establish Monitoring Plan 



Containment Fencing
Friday June 27th 2019
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Rapid Response
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─Establish Red Swamp Crayfish Response Team
─Communication Protocol and Press Release
─Identify Areas of Concern
─Containment 
─Establish Monitoring Plan 



2019 Monitoring







2020 Monitoring

─Monthly Monitoring at Sauk Prairie Wastewater Treatment Facility

─Monthly Monitoring of downstream tributaries

─Increase number of monitoring sites

─Volunteer Assistance 



Lessons Learned

─Communication Protocol Complications

─Rapid Response is not one size fits all

─Restrictions when working with an open investigation

─Important to include those with differing expertise in team
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Thank You 
Conservation Warden Michael Green

Conservation Warden Sean Neverman  

Conservation Warden Richard Maki

Conservation Warden Keith Meverden

Conservation Warden Michael Williams

David Rowe – WDNR Fisheries South Supervisor

Nathan Nye – WDNR Fisheries Biologist

Bradd Sims – WDNR Fisheries Biologist

Justin Haglund – WDNR Fisheries Biologist

Alex Bentz – WDNR Fisheries Technician

Koob Moua – WDNR Fisheries Technician 

Jerry Endres – Sauk Prairie Wastewater Treatment Facility

Sauk Prairie Wastewater Treatment Facility Staff

Village of Sauk City – Public Works 

Mike Sorge – WDNR Water Resources South Field Supervisor

Susan Graham – WDNR Lakes Biologist

Kimberly Kuber – WDNR Streams Biologist

Heidi Bunk –WDNR Lakes Biologist

Craig Roesler – WDNR Water Quality Biologist 

Julie Benzschawel – WDNR Water Resources Specialist

Alyssa Sogge – WDNR Water Resources Specialist

Bob Wakeman – WDNR AIS Statewide Coordinator

Maureen Ferry – WDNR Statewide AIS Monitoring Coordinator

Kyle Mosel – WDNR Statewide AIS Response Coordinator

Matt Seguin – WDNR  NR Area Supervisor

Jesse Kellog – WDNR Lower WI Riverway Property Manager

Raechelle Cline – WDNR Communications Specialist

Jeanne Scherer – UW Extension AIS Education Specialist

Tim Campbell  - UW Extension AIS Outreach Specialist

Tanner Connors – WDNR Wastewater Engineer

Matt Wallrath – Upper Sugar River Watershed Association
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Questions???


