


Red Swamp Crayfish

Procambarus clarkii

No gap between curved seams of carapace
Wedge/Needle-shaped rostrum

Indistinct black tail stripe
**Color can vary widely, not a key distinguishing feature™

&‘.-.." B N
D= a2 PN
Mistaken ID: White River Crayfish
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DNR seeks public assistance with investigation into
dumping of red swamp crayfish at Sauk County boat
launch

Contact(s): Raechelle Belli, public affairs manager, 608-264-8942

July 18, 2019 at 1:45:30 pm
00

MADISON, Wis. - The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is seeking
information from the public about the illegal dumping of red swamp crayfish at a
Sauk Prairie canoe landing on June 21. The red swamp crayfish is a prohibited
species in Wisconsin, which means that it is illegal to possess, transport and
introduce live crayfish into Wisconsin waters. The last known finding of this
organism in Wisconsin was in 2009.

The department responded to multiple reports of live crayfish in the parking lot at
the canoe landing on the Wisconsin River in Sauk City. Two DNR experts verified
the species as prohibited and mitigation efforts ensued. Within 24 hours,
department staff gathered as many crayfish as possible, installed 1,000 feet of silt
fencing and dug a trench to contain any live crayfish. An additional 900 feet of
fencing was installed a week later. Since the red swamp crayfish can travel several
miles over dry ground and can burrow into the ground during extended dry
periods, this fencing will remain to contain any crayfish not initially captured.

Initial monitoring of the area does not suggest that any of the dumped crayfish
reached the Wisconsin River or any other body of water. However, it is still possible
and additional monitoring of the site and nearby waterbodies for the crayfish will
continue.

Investigators are trying to determine who may have dumped the crayfish and why.
Anyone with information about the incident is asked to call the DNR tip line at 1-
800-847-9367 or submit a violation report online.

S AUK CITY — Red swamp crayfish, which are illegal to possess or
transport in Wisconsin because of their potential to threaten other
wildlife, were dumped in the parking lot of a Sauk Prairie canoe landing on the

Wisconsin River at the end of June.

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is asking for the public’s help

in investigating the incident.

The DNR does not believe any of the crayfish made it into the Wisconsin River
or any other bodies of water. Within 24 hours of the June 21 dumping, DNR
staff collected as many crayfish as possible and put up fencing and trenches to

contain the crayfish.

Red swamp cravfish can host parasites and often carry the crayfish fungus
plague, which can lead to a decline in other crayfish species, according to the
DNR.

The crayfish are listed on the DNR’s list of invasive species in Wisconsin.

Red swamp crayfish were last found in Wisconsin in 2009.

“If they establish, they can impact the ecosystem by aggressively competing with
native crayfish and other species for food and habitat,” the DNR said.
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— WDNR Fisheries South Supe
Nathan Nye — WDNR Fisheries Biologist
Bradd Sims — WDNR Fisheries Biologist
Justin Haglund — WDNR Fisheri

fakBiman AWDNR AIS Statewide
W — WDNR Statewide AIS Monitorit
AIS Response Coordinator

isor

| ('l%' ' Property Manager

ne ommunicat pecialist
'= UWExtension AIS Education Specialist
- UW Extension AIS Outreach Specialist
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Village of Sauk City — Public Works Q Connors -~ WDNR Wa: ewater E ineer
Mike Sorge — WDNR Water Resource pervisor Me IIrath-Up ASSociation
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Susan Graham — WDNR Lakes Biologis






