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Recipe for good/great 
photographs:
•Subject

•Lighting

•Composition



Choose your subject

•Simplicity

•Make it obvious

•Move in close

•Watch the background



Subject?
Purpose?
Static vs. dynamic?





































Color temperature of light















Automatic white balance













Low contrast lighting





























































Live view with live histogram!



How many megapixels?
§1.3 mp = 5 x 7

§2.0 mp = 8 x 10

§3.0 mp = 11 x 14

§4-5 mp = 16 x 20

§6-8 mp = 20 x 30

§13-14 mp = 30 x 40

§17-22 mp = 120 film resolution



Close-up



Pixels = picture elements



Maximize Image Quality

•Use slowest ISO e.g. 100

•Set camera for RAW, highest 
quality JPEG, or RAW + JPEG

•Stabilize the camera

•Optical zoom yes – digital zoom no





Point & shoot camera

Single-lens-reflex (SLR) –style 
camera

70-200mm f/2.8L IS lens ($1700)



SLR Interchangeable Lenses





1/8 second



1/30 second







1/1000 second



1 second











composition



Zoom lens – variable focal length

Maximum aperture



24mm lens



100mm lens



300mm lens



“Rule of thirds”

















































framing
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