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Who am I?

• Chris Acy – Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator

• Calumet, Winnebago, and Fond du Lac Counties

• Focus on Winnebago Waterways 

• Lakes Winnebago, Butte Des Morts, 

Winneconne, Poygan



Water Hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes)

• Thick, waxy leaves

• Purple flowers with yellow spot

• Free floating

• Inflated part on stem 
• Allows for plant to float 



Water Hyacinth

• Degrades water quality

• Grows quickly, reproduces quickly

• Forms dense mats

• Blocks sunlight, prevents growth of 
submerged plants



Distribution Across US



NR40 Listing

• Chapter NR40 – Invasive Species 
Identification, Classification and Control 
Rule

• Water Hyacinth listed in 2015
• Cannot be transported, possessed, transferred, or 

introduced without a permit issued by DNR

• Prohibited in all counties
• Not yet in state/established in pioneer populations 
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Introduction to the US

• 1884 World’s Fair in New Orleans
• Hyacinth given away to visitors

• Released into Wild
• Florida fish pond

• Owner removed some plants, released them into St. John’s River

• 1897, St. John’s River - “A field of it completely 
covers the water, and no steamboat can penetrate it 
beyond a short distance.”

• 1910 – chocking major waterways, eradication 
efforts not working
• US War Department and oil



H.R. 23621

• American meat shortage – Early 1900
• Growing populations, overgrazed rangelands

• New Foods Society proposed importing hippos

• Hippos could graze where cattle could not (lakes, swamps, 
bayous)

• Louisiana Congressman Robert Broussard
• Opportunity to also deal with Hyacinth in Louisiana waters

• Hippos observed eating hyacinth in Africa  

• 1910 – Broussard presented the American Hippo 
Bill
• $250,000 for “importation of useful animals” ($6,223,000 in 

2019)

• Defeated by margin of one vote

(American Hippo Bill)

Photo credit: National Park Service, Abdul Rashid,  RightSmith Stock Footage
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Searching for Invasive Species



Initial Finding

• Found in Lake Winneconne by CLMN 
volunteer Valerie Stabenow
• 2015



WI Distribution

• Water Hyacinth Previously Found in WI
• 11 counties

• 17 lakes and rivers 

From WI DNR Lakes and AIS Viewer

No Longer Observed

Verified



Ongoing Monitoring : Where’s Waldo



Monitoring Efforts 
(2015 and 2016)



Monitoring Efforts 
(2015 and 2016)



Monitoring Efforts 
(2017 and 2018)



Monitoring Efforts 
(2017 and 2018)





Outreach and Education



Media Outreach 



Partners 



Partners 





Photo Credit: River Alliance of WI



Thank you! 
Questions?


