
• Chemistry Procedures 
Review

• Mailing Overview



First total phosphorus sample is 
collected within 2 weeks of ice off 

Total phosphorus and chlorophyll-s 
samples are collected the last two 
weeks of June, July and August









1. Add 1 vial of acid 
2. Label the bottle
3. No need to check pH
4. Chill  sample before 

shipping 















• Complete the 
highlighted areas

• Write the amount 
of water you 
filtered on the Lab 
Slip



 Tracked 82 packages in northern region –
August only

 60 of 82 samples arrived overnight to the State 
Lab.

 All of the samples arrived at the State Lab 
between 1:00 and 6:00 am

 Some of the samples in the western part of the 
state took longer to arrive in Madison –
different distribution center?



 If you are able, chill your phosphorus sample 
in the frig before shipping

 If you are able, put your chlorophyll-a sample 
in the freezer before shipping

 Use as much ice as possible to pack the samples

 Be sure the zip lock bag is sealed

 If you sample more than one site, it might be a 
good idea to ship the samples in separate 
mailers.

 Should send QA samples in separate mailer



• Best to ship on Monday thru Wednesday

• Phosphorus samples stored in refrigerator 

• Chlorophyll samples stored in freezer



• Using wrong bottles

• No or not enough ice

• Bottles received, but no lab slip

• Outdated lab slip

• Zip lock bag not sealed and box is soaked

• Missing or errors on lap slip

• P Samples not preserved with acid

Any of these will delay or prevent getting the results


