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Over 1000 adult common loons and chicks were captured and 
sampled for Hg exposure by WDNR and partners in the 

Northern Highlands 1992-2012.



Common Loon Migration

Kevin Kenow – USGS 
Upper Midwest Environmental Science Center

La Crosse, WI



Implantable satellite 

transmitters (Microwave 

Telemetry model PTT-100) 

in 10 adult male loons used 

to provide fine resolution 

(e.g., <250 m accuracy)  

location data

– Abdominal implant with 

exteriorized antenna

– 64 grams (~1.5% of BW) 

volume = 32 cc 

1,500 hours, duty cycles:

– Breeding- 8 hrs on:72 hrs off

– Fall migration- 8on:24off

– Wintering- 6on:96off

– Spring migration- 8on:24off

– 8on:96off thru Oct 2011

Satellite Telemetry - Fine-resolution 

location data
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Evaluating Migration and Wintering Ground 
Threats for Wisconsin Common Loons

Kevin Kenow and Colleagues, USGS La Crosse 



Migration of Radiomarked Common Loons in 2010
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Thousands of loons have been killed by botulism toxicity
during fall migration through the Great Lakes 2006-2012 



Walter Piper & The Loon Project
• Investigation of territorial behavior in 100+ lakes in Oneida 

County since 1993. 
• Intensive banding of adults and chicks.
• Systematic search for banded breeders and intruders over a 

800 km2 area. 
• Collaborations with Mike Meyer, Charlie Walcott, Jay Mager.
• Scores of field assistants have helped. Thanks, you guys! 
• Blog at loonproject.org.



Dan Salisbury



Drs. Jay Mager and Charlie Walcott





Loon Citizen Scientists

LoonWatch, Sigurd Olson Environmental 
Institute,Northland College, Ashland



Population Estimates of 
Adult Common Loons in Wisconsin
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