
Development of Dodge County 
Farmers for Healthy Soils and 

Healthy Waters

John Bohonek – County Conservationist
Robert Bird – Conservation Agronomist



History of the Group

• Started as the Non-Point Source 
Workgroup.

• 1st Meeting in 2015
• Farmers
• Lake Representatives
• LCD
• DNR
• NRCS
• US Fish & Wildlife
• UW-Extension



Finding Common Ground

Lake Districts

• Improve Water Quality

Local Producers

• Improve Soil Productivity

SSoil Health

Ways to Attain this Common Goal

• Conservation Practices
• Cover Crops
• No-Till/Strip Till
• Manure and Nutrient Management

• Reducing:
• Erosion
• Phosphorus Runoff from Farm Fields to Surface Waters

Concept for Slide from Mike Sorge’s, “How Far We Have Come 4” (Slide 7).



Mission Statement
“Improving our Community’s Soil 
and Water through Conservation 

Practices and Education”

Website: www.DodgeCountyFarmers.com
Facebook: Dodge County Farmers Healthy Soil & Water

Tony Peirick – Chairman
Phone: (920)390-0583
Email: tspeirick@hughes.net



Dodge County Farmers for Healthy 
Soils-Healthy Waters 

& Dodge County Alliance for Healthy 
Soils-Healthy Waters





1st Annual Soil Health Workshop 
Feb 8-9 2017 (Day 1)

~ 250 Participants

Ray Archuleta, Soil Health Expert



Soil Builders Soil Protectors

4 Principles of Soil Health



List Barriers to Implementation









Manure

Use low disturbance injection tool to apply manure 
over living cover crop.



Cereal Rye cover crop planted last September after corn silage harvest



Cereal Rye cover crop planted last September after corn silage harvest





SSoil Loss by Field
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Slide: e: Mike e Sorgege, WDNR 



2018 Activity and Beyond
• Group organized as 501c3 & bylaws
• On-farm research with UWEX

• Intercropping study
• Clover Legume Nitrogen study

• Cover Crop Cost-Share program
• Water Infiltration tests
• Nitrogen Use Efficiency study-Discovery Farms
• Possible Nitrogen Bioreactor???
• August 3 On-Farm educational event
• Fall tour
• Plan for 3rd annual winter workshop
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Thank You Farmers & Partners!

Lake Groups

Agencies

Academics

Others


