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The stralght scoop and Iessons Iearned...

e State: early detection/reporting, verification,
communication, and assessment

e Volunteer: citizen actions, including education,
outreach and capacity building

e County: planning and implementation
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COMMUNICATION

The Northwest Wisconsin Zebra Mussel Management Team
includes community organization and government partners trying their best to cooperatively respond to a public concern.

The Team uses the tools at hand, including Wisconsin's Rapid Response Framework for Invasive Species, AlS grant funding, and existing laws.

Washburn County
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Stay tuned to Lisa Burns, Washburm County Conservation Coordinator, (715) 468-4654 and lburns{@co.washbum . wius

www.wclra.org more info.
Jeremy Bates, DNR Early Detection and Rapid Response Specialist, (715) 392-0807 and |eremy.bates{@'wisconsin.gov
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Status of Zebra Mussels in the McKenzie Lakes Watershed HUC 12
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r Lessons Learned - State

e The state is limited in its coordination/leadership ability.

e We need publicly-available program guidance for specific
response steps, questions, and actions.

— Closing boat landings

— Sign design and messaging

— Control feasibility/methods

— Decontamination methods and equipment

Citizens lead. Government follows.
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CITIZEN ACTIONS
Education/Outreach

o
LAKES AND RIVERS

WCLRA and BCLRA websites

Washburn-Burnett Counties At ira v |
Mobilizing Against Zetira Mussels

Sl Dok 2 Wlone

Numerous newspaper articles
and letters to the editor from
citizens




Education/Outreach
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CITIZEN ACTIONS
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Your Watercraft.

Clean & Decontaminate Boats,
Motaors, Trailers & Equipment
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CITIZEN ACTIONS

Education/Outreach




Signs CITIZEN ACTIONS

HELY Fh-LT.rLIql -|H|. -,.:-ni..:l (1F AOUATIC BIVASIVE SPECIES .. L ..I:---
D DRAIN B INSPECT £ REMOVE ) pLLosiAminATE
il T - o i B I:,._...n....{ - =%

ussals are an invasive that can destroy
| ftﬁ?ﬂyhmhundm mm:hm
and are presant in lakes and rivers In Minnesota and
Wisconsin, Please help us prevent zebra mussels from
sproading by taking the following steps before you enter
Inﬂummuu:.m.ﬁiﬁ.}

RA MUS ' :

Remaove all vegatation from your boat and trailer befars launching snd whan lsaving the lake
Jog FOR GENERATIONS! .
* To prevent spread ol Zebra Mussals you must follow these guidelines

Disgse af unwanied bait off share, Do not misase any fish inth (his lake not harvested frdkn
Fhid ke

BEFORE launching into Chicog Area Lakes:
] = D ki Pk e
*-m jernrpy 1 draka Wt sram

Drain water from your boat, traller equipment and motor, including ewering thi prop to drain
wisles brom the lower unit. immatyre zebea mussaly 2an't be wan by the naked sye

Decontaminate - powsr wash or Sprivy with bleach solulion

Anihar Tk Limes [Ty —

LOOK HERE FOR [ s

)




CITIZEN ACTIONS

Watercraft Inspection
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Lessons Learned - Volunteer

e Management team very effective, but could be
skill-specific.

e Be ready to step up to the plate; lead by example.

e Expect differing opinions (value of cameras,
funding, apathy, use of scare tactics).

e Thinking beyond single species has its place.
e \VVolunteers can’t do it alone.



IMPLEMENTATION
County

e | ocal Rapid Response Plan
- Discusses information on the activities covered

today
- Led to regional networking




Washburn |

LAKES AND RIVERS

August 22, 2017
Dear Lake Service Provider,

Zebra mussels continue to be found in Big McKenzie Lake, and one so far in Middle McKenzie.
This makes boat/trailer cleaning and disinfections an even higher priority for everyone. We
continue to offer assistance to you to help keep boats, trailers, and other equipment clean by
providing materials for your use (disinfectant bleach and hand sprayers) and if needed, training
on proper procedures. If interested, please contact your County Land and Water Conservation
staff listed below to obtain the equipment.

We appreciate the extra steps that some of you are already enacting, including reserving
trailers to be used only on Big McKenzie, using a steamer, or spraying your equipment down
with bleach solution.

As the summer boating season winds down and landowners request their docks and equipment
be pulled out for storage, it would be appreciated if you took a couple extra minutes to inspect
for zebra mussels along the wheels and dock support systems that sit in the water all year. If




| | IMPLEMENTATION
Lake Service Provider Outreach

Fep — Citizen Initiation

— In person, phone, email, letters
— 30+ contacted

— Marinas, Sports Shops, Bait
Dealers, Storage & Rentals

*Challenge: “on-the side” contacts

e Results
— Trailer specific to Big McKenzie
— Bleach solution used

— Hot Water Sprayer purchase
— EDUCATORS!




IMPLEMENTATION

Decontamination Ordinance Amendment

(Burnett/Washburn Co)
e Citizen Initiation

e County Committee — County Board— Ordinance

“If a decontamination station is available for use at a public
or private access, the boater shall decontaminate per
posted directions using the station provided.”

- Permission from landing owner
- Station location
- Sloped landing/Runoff

- Commitment needs (replace solution daily)
- CBCW inspector helpful, but not necessary
- Enforcement
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IMPLEMENTATION
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BOAT CLEANING & DECONTAMINATION STATION
BEFORE ENTERING (AND LEAVING) THE BOAT LAUNCH..

[CLEANING

-
mﬂ CLRAN BOATS, CLEAM WATER! |
E * Uie these 10004 10 remove vegetalion fram
CHECK THESE LOCATIONS | ot boot & trodles
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ond invalke aquatic argonisms

Pleose sproy your boot and traller with this
hand sproger with o dilution of 2 toblespoons
of blaach in o gallon of woter

* The outalde of the boat, troiler, Live wells,

bilges and motor, whould be wproyed with the
Bleoch wolution and left wet for 10 minutes.

* Thae live well should be flushed
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Lessons Learned - County

There are statewide branding expectations for
signs, and we need formal guidance for them.

Decontamination is not simple.

Early detection and rapid response is demanding.

Be prepared to work across jurisdictional lines.

T )

Professionals can’t do it alone. 7

BUT...it can be done! T



MONITORING & EVALUATION
Management team will continue to meet and
communicate:
— Monitoring Plan, eDNA, veliger, and plate samplers
— Watercraft inspection and decontamination
— Education/outreach

— Network with surroundlng countles and lake and rlver
groups e




Learn more: www.wclra.org

Lisa Burns, Washburn County,
lburns@co.washburn.wi.us, (715) 468-4654

Cathie Erickson, Washburn County Lakes &
Rivers Association and Wisconsin Lakes,
cathie.erickson@aol.com, (612) 910-3566

Pamela Toshner, WDNR,
pamela.toshner@wi.gov, (715) 635-4073




