
The Feds in Wisconsin: The Crucial Role of the 
U.S. Government in AIS Prevention and Control

Aquatic invasive species (AIS) have captured the attention of everyone that 
uses water for fun or business. The Federal government has been instrumental 
in bringing AIS to the United States and has been instrumental in their control 
and prevention as well. What Federal agencies are involved in the AIS issue, 
and what role do they play in Wisconsin's struggle to prevent their arrival or 
contain and control their impact? From financial contributions, to policies and 
regulations, the Federal government is a partner against AIS.
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Federal Partners – Who are they?

• US Army Corps of Engineers
• US Environmental Protection Agency
• US Fish and Wildlife Service
• National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

• US Geological Survey
• National Parks Service
• US Coast Guard



US Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE)

• Develop and Use AIS Control Techniques and 
Strategies
– Aquatic Plant Management

• Chemical
• Biological
• Mechanical

– Electrical barrier (Chicago Area Waterway System)

• Great Lakes Mississippi River Interbasin Study



US Army Corps of Engineers

 Canals and 
Waterways
 Great Lakes 

Mississippi River 
Interbasin Study

 Wisconsin 
 4 Medium Risk
 4 Low Risk



US Environmental Protection Agency

• Great Lakes Restoration Initiative ‐ GLRI
• Developing AIS Monitoring Techniques



US EPA

• Red Swamp Crayfish 
– Mgmt. and control 
project

– $286,000 ‐ GLRI



US Fish and Wildlife Service

• Invasive Species Risk Screenings
• Injurious Wildlife and Lacey Act
• Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force
• Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points 
(HACCP) Training

• Great Lakes Restoration Initiative
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Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force

• ANS Task Force is an intergovernmental organization, administered by the 
Fish and Wildlife Service, committed to preventing and controlling aquatic 
nuisance species and implementing the Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance 
Prevention and Control Act (NANPCA). 

• The ANSTF, co-chaired by Fish and Wildlife Service and the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, is comprised of both Federal 
agencies and ex-officio members representing affected entities. 

• The Task Force coordinates Federal governmental efforts dealing with 
aquatic nuisance species with those of state and local governments, non-
governmental organizations, academic institutions, and the private sector. 

• Regional Panels were formed to assist the ANS Task Force.

• National Campaigns



Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force

• ANS Task Force is an intergovernmental organization, administered by the 
Fish and Wildlife Service, committed to preventing and controlling aquatic 
nuisance species and implementing the Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance 
Prevention and Control Act (NANPCA). 

• The ANSTF, co-chaired by Fish and Wildlife Service and the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, is comprised of both Federal 
agencies and ex-officio members representing affected entities. 

• The Task Force coordinates Federal governmental efforts dealing with 
aquatic nuisance species with those of state and local governments, non-
governmental organizations, academic institutions, and the private sector. 

• Regional Panels were formed to assist the ANS Task Force.

• National Campaigns



Panels of the ANS Task Force
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ANS Task Force 
National Campaigns

• Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers
– http://stopaquatichitchhikers.org/
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ANS Task Force 
National Campaigns

• Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers
– http://stopaquatichitchhikers.org/

• Habitattitude
– http://habitattitude.net/

• 100th Meridian Initiative
– http://100thmeridian.org/



USFWS



State ANS Management Plan



National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA)

• Great Lakes Aquatic Non-Indigenous 
Species Information System (GLANSIS)

• Risk Assessments – Asian carp
• Asian carp education and outreach – UW Sea 
Grant

• Forecasting the bioeconomic impact of AIS



NOAA



US Geologic Survey



USGS Research

• Zebra Mussel control

• Round Goby control 

• eDNA

• Asian Carp control



National Parks Service



US Coast Guard

• Ballast Water Regulations



Ballast Water Regulation
International Maritime Organization (IMO)
• The International Convention for the Control 

and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and 
Sediments (BWM Convention) will enter into 
force on 8 September 2017

• Under the Convention’s terms, ships will be 
required to manage their ballast water to 
remove, render harmless, or avoid the uptake 
or discharge of aquatic organisms and 
pathogens within ballast water and sediments



Federal Authorities



Non‐Indigenous Aquatic Nuisance Species 
Prevention and Control Act ‐ 1990

• Facilitate an effective governmental response to zebra 
mussel impacts on manufacturing and power 
generating processes in the Great Lakes’ states. 

• Created the national Aquatic Nuisance Species (ANS) 
Task Force. 

• 1996 Congress reauthorized NANPCA and expanded 
its scope beyond ballast water introductions and zebra 
mussel control and management. 

• ANS Task Force to work with its state and local 
government partners to address these challenges.



National Invasive Species Act – 1996
(Ballast Water)

• NISA required the Coast Guard to establish national voluntary 
ballast water management guidelines. 

• The Coast Guard established both regulations and guidelines 
to prevent the introduction of ANS.

• Under the initial nationwide program which began in 1998, a 
self-policing program was established where ballast water 
management (BWM) was initially voluntary for a period of 24-
30 months. 

• However, the rate of compliance was found to be inadequate, 
and vessel operators often failed to submit mandatory ballast 
water reports to the Coast Guard during this timeframe. The 
voluntary program has become mandatory.



Federal Funding for AIS

• ANS Management Plan Implementation
– USFWS – available to any state with an approved  
Mgmt. Plan

– $46,000
– Very flexible…few strings
– Shared with Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife 
Commission

• Great Lakes Restoration Initiative ‐ GLRI
– USEPA and USFWS
– Since 2010 – Estimated $8 million to AIS program
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