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Citizen Lake Monitoring Network
(CLMN)

• 1986 – 139 volunteers collecting water clarity data on 113 Lakes
• 1990 – pilot expansion – 25 lakes

– Clarity, total phosphorus, chlorophyll, temperature, & dissolved oxygen

• 1991 – Some regions have volunteers monitoring for aquatic 
invasive species (AIS) and native aquatic plant communities

• 2006 – AIS statewide effort initiated
• 2009 – Additional AIS added.  Online data entry launched
• 2013 – Special projects

– Pilot Lake level monitoring
– Landsat 8 “calibration” initiated

• 2015 – Special projects
– Continuous temperature monitoring



Recruitment

Our Volunteers
Have a love of lakes
Want to learn more about the lakes they live 
on and enjoy
Understand the effects of water quality on 
property values
Want to preserve their lakes for future 
generations



Roles

CLMN Educator & Regional Coordinators
Provide equipment, training, and support
Summarize and interpret data

Volunteer Citizens
Collect data and report to state database
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How many years have you been a CLMN 
volunteer?
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Water clarity monitoring 
using a Secchi disc



NASA’s Landsat 8 Satellite:
monitoring lakes from space

Volunteer data 
makes this possible



Quick Stats

CLMN volunteers have taken 148,043 water 
clarity measurements in Wisconsin since 1986

725Wisconsin lakes were monitored by 
volunteers last year

The Landsat 8 measured water clarity on over 
8,000Wisconsin lakes last year



Native Aquatic Plant 
Monitoring
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Native Aquatic Plant 
Monitoring



Invasive Plant Monitoring



Invasive Plant Monitoring



Invasive Animal Monitoring



Water Chemistry 
Monitoring



Water Chemistry Monitoring



Temperature Profile Monitoring



Anyone can access the data

CLMN annual reports 
(water chemistry/clarity)

Revisions coming soon
Feedback welcome

Surface Water Integrated 
Management System (SWIMS) 
database



Anyone can access the data



Lake Level Monitoring Pilot



Q12: How important are these possible 
future directions of  CLMN to you?
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