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Fishing is Big Business

•Anglers have >$110B 
impact on USA economy, 
WI State impact = $2.3B

•Supports 828K USA 
Jobs,
WI State Jobs = 22,000

Source: American Sportfishing Association



Panfish are the most angled 
type of fish in Wisconsin



Panfish are everywhere

Source: Fishes of Wisconsin, George Becker



Wisconsin panfish



Wisconsin panfish (with special 
reference to bluegill)



Not all male bluegill are created 
equal ….or are they?

Credit: Jeff Kampa



Rypel et al. (2016) Fisheries
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How satisfied are you with your 
favorite panfish?

Dissatisfied
Neither Satisfied nor dissatisfied
Satisfied



Would you like to see the daily bag limit 
increased, decreased or kept at 25?

Increased Kept at 25 Decreased



Would you prefer to catch and keep fewer 
panfish but larger in size?
Catch fewer but larger panfish
No change
Catch and keep more fish of smaller size



Can reduced bag limits help improve 
bluegill size structure in Wisconsin?

Wally Trudeau, Wisconsin 
Conservation Congress delegate, 
Polk County



Has fishing affected bluegill genetics?

The answer is….no!



100

150

200

250

Pre Post

M
ea

n 
to

ta
l l

en
gt

h 
(m

m
)

10-Bag Treatments

100

150

200

250

Pre Post

M
ea

n 
to

ta
l l

en
gt

h 
(m

m
)

Controls

Reduced bag = 

0.8 inch increase in means size
0.5 inch increase in max size



An adaptive panfish management plan

100 lakes study!
10 years!



Less fish but more fillet meat?
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• Funding: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 
Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration, Grant F-95-P.

• An army of WDNR biologists over the last 70 years.

• WDNR Panfish team, especially Jon Hansen, Joanna Griffin 
and Max Wolters.

• The people and fisherman of Wisconsin.

Thank you!


