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Changes in Wisconsin

Gray Wolf Population:
1980-2015
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Monitoring Goals:

Distribution

Minimum population count
Mortality / Survival
Reproduction

Health

Den & Rendezvous sites
Dispersal




Wolf Monitoring Techniques

. Live-trapping / radio monitoring

. Winter snow track surveys

. Summer howl surveys

. Necropsy of dead wolves

. Depredation trapping by USDA - Wildlife Services

. Public observation reports




Territory Mapping With Telemetry

« |dentify wolf pack territories with the aid of radio collared
animals

« Determine the minimum count of wolves in each pack
 Counts obtained in the winter

e Aggregate data from each pack to determine state-wide
minimum count




Annual Cycle of Wolf Population in Wisconsin
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Home Range Mapping
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Tracking Program Goals

1. Determine wolf numbers, distribution,
breeding status, & identify wolf packs

2. Develop an index of the abundance and
distribution of other carnivore species

3. Determine the existence of rare
carnivores such as lynx & cougar




~“ Wisconsin Carnivore Tracking Blocks
2015-2016
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Counties {List all counties tracked)

Temperature (3t sart of surwey)
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JlE ON ICCOMpENYIngG map) Cloud Cover
R = '|I.'|.|'

l R Fast\Wasther redpitstion {Last 24 Hours)
End Time H: Low:
Tragk Condifons OFeor Ook Ogoed Oesxcelent
Canids: C=Coyote D =Dog F=Fot W=Wolf Mustelids: B=Badger Fl=Fisher O=Ofter S=5Saunk
Felids: BC =Bobcst CT=Cst L= Lymt PM=Puma Other BR=Bear BvW=Beaver P=Poroupine R =Racooon
Roads and Direction of Trawvel Mileage | Canida Mustelids | Felids Other HNotes and Comments
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FR338AFR16E8 S 3.8
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| | Inactive, not tracked (1 block)

I:l Tracked by only DMR (75 blocks)

: Tracked by only volunteers (20 blocks)
B racked by DNR & volunteers (65 blocks)

Survey Blocks
Tracked by DNR
& Volunteers
Winter 2014-2015




16,730 total miles tracked in 2014-2015
= Volunteers

1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014

Winter Track Surveys in Wisconsin by
WDNR & Volunteers




How to Volunteer

Attend a track training held in the fall
» More information at dnr.wi.gov Search: Carnivore Tracking

Sign up for a tracking block
Conduct at least 3 surveys In your block — approximately 20

miles each
Submit completed survey forms to your regional coordinator

For more information:
david.macfarland@wisconsin.gov
715-365-8917







