
 
  A grassroots Wisconsin-Nicaragua 

environmental partnership 

 

Spanning the divide:  
The Richland Center-Santa Teresa  

Sister City Project 



 

Santa Teresa,  Carazo, Nicaragua 
Richland Center, Wisconsin, USA 
Cities of 5,000 people— 
Each serving as the county (municipal) 
seat of an agricultural area 
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 Chacocente is one of 9 remaining beaches in the world where olive ridley sea turtles come to lay 
their eggs in mass nestings called arribadas.  From August to January, thousands of turtles will 
nest on Chacocente’s beach during several nights each month, in certain phases of the moon. 



The Santa Teresa Municipality is 
cut in half by the Continental 
Divide,  
 
The northern part draining into 
the Rio Ochomogo and Lake 
Nicaragua, towards the 
Caribbean Sea;  the southern 
part into the Rios Acayo and 
Escalante, and then into the 
Pacific Ocean. 
 
The Continental Divide extends 
through Carazo, Granada and 
Rivas Departments at quite a 
low altitude,  especially within 
the Rivas isthmus west of Lake 
Nicaragua. 



 



 

r Dr. Rob Horwich and José Marroquin from Wisconsin talk with Mayor Jose Martinez and wife, 1998 
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Peter Smith, with Ervin Zamora, Chacocente 2001 



 



 El Nuevo Diario cartoon:  
President Arnoldo Alemán   
and his  attempted highway 



 

Hermandad Wisconsin, used by Chacocente MARENA 2000-2006 



 



 



 





 



 

Old Chacocente MARENA station guardhouse, 1998 





Campaign to urge Nicaragua turtle 
egg ban initiated with the help of 
Sarah Otterstrom. 
 
Letter to Nicaraguan Government  
about Nicaragua’s sea turtle 
problems: help by Peter Smith, 
José Urteaga, Cynthia Lagueux 
 
Thanks to Todd Steiner of STRP  
for heading letter and online drive, 
also Nicaragua’s Centro Humboldt, 
and other organizations for signing 
on. 

Letter from Nicaraguan Minister of the  
Environment, announcing change in laws,  
December, 2005 



 

Jeffer Cruz, current MARENA Chacocente director. 
(MARENA IS Nicaragua’s  Environmental & Natural Resources Ministry)  



 

Showing the records of materials purchased. 



 

Class poster”Our Earth” 



 

“The earth is vulnerable” 
Cutout for a class poster 



Marking her pledge to take care of 
Chacocente’s sea turtles. 
 
Thanks to the Raechel and Jackie Foundation 



 

Participation in the “I don’t eat Turtle eggs campaign”--- here Santa Teresa Earth Day turtle float 



 



 



 

No tractors in Chacocente! 





 Learning to make an apparatus for marking contour lines in fields 



 



 

Tree seedlings for reforestation 







 





 



 



 
Simple clay filters  
take contaminants  
and pathogens out 
 of drinking water 



A 2001 survey (Otterstrom) 
Found that 58% of Chacocente 
 households had no latrines 



 
Young couple working on their latrine pit, El Terrero 



 

 

• 65 wells  

• 90 concrete well covers 

• 130 latrines 

• Water piping from artesian wells for 30 families 

And provided: 

• 90 well rope pumps 

• 190 clay water filters for household and school use 

 

Between 2000  and 2013, in communities within 
Chacocente Wildlife Refuge and its buffer zone,  
the Sister City Project has funded materials for 
community construction of: 



 





 

Daughter and mother health promotoras, El Papalón 



 



 

First school in the Escalante community, 2002 
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Janet Gee 



 



 

Checking the cucumbers,  
El Terrero school garden 



Sixth grade graduation, El Terrero 



 

SCP President Linda Stadler with Walter  
Jiménez, one of 3 students graduating  
from secondary school in 2013.  This  
year there are 23 scholarship students 



 
A young Hoffmann’s  
Woodpecker,  known as 
Pajaro carpintero, 
 or carpenter bird 

Jose Gabriel Martinez Fonseca 



 

Chocoyito zapoyolito, the  orange-chinned parakeet,  
one of a number  of  parrot species living in Chacocente 

.                                               Jose  Gabriel Maritnez Fonseca 

 

Jose Gabriel Martinez Fonseca 



 

The Black-necked stilt is  
often found  feeding in the  
rivers of Chacocente. 

Jose Gabriel Martinez Fonseca 

c 



Wood Thrush 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Hylocichla_mustelina_(cropped).jpg


Where birds 
encountered  
in Nicaragua were 
banded 
 
(2011 Bird Banding Lab, 
Patuxent Wildlife Research  
Center) 
 



 



 



 Guardabarranco, the  
Turquoise-browed Motmot 
Nicaragua’s  
National bird 

Jose Gabriel Martinez Fonseca 

 



Ringed 

Kingfisher 

(Martin  

Pescador) 

Jose Gabriel Martinez Fonseca 

 





 



 



 

La Poma 

La Palma 

Escalante 

El Papalón 

La Chota 

La Solera 

La Pita 

El Terrero 

El Eslabón 

La Pitilla 
(Secondary School) 

FFI Leatherback  
hatchery 

Olive ridley  
arribada beach 

CHACOCENTE BUFFER ZONE 

CHACOCENTE  
WILDLIFE REFUGE 

PACIFIC OCEAN 

2000-2010 



 

Current Sister City Project 
President,  José Marroquin, 
with two secondary 
scholarship students.  



    Coordinator Alma Susana Chávez leads a meeting in El 
Terrero. Community meetings are where people ask for 
and report on projects for their village and families. 



 



 



 



 

Election for community directiva, Escalante 2009 



 



 



 

Wisconsin flag that once flew over the Capitol,  given to the 
new La Poma school by state Senator Dale Schultz, 2005. 



 

Official seal of Santa Teresa 



 



Thank you for listening! 

 

Richland Center – Santa Teresa 

Sister City Project  

 

 
santa-teresa@wccnica.org  
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