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A statewide, non-profit organization 
dedicated to the protection, restoration

and enjoyment of wetlands and associated 
ecosystems through science-based 

programs, education, and advocacy. 

WWA envisions a state where wetlands are 
healthy and plentiful and support ecological 
and societal needs and where citizens care 

for, appreciate, and interact with these 
natural treasures.



Defending Wetland Laws

 Tracking and responding to state & federal wetland bills, issues
 Intervening in precedent-setting policies or projects 

(e.g., Bergstrom wetland, West Bend wetlands)
 Responding to requests for assistance on local wetland protection 

issues from communities and individuals

WWA Programs



Supporting Local Wetland Conservation

 Collaborating with local governments (county planning, zoning and 
land conservation staff)

WWA Programs

 Developing publications to assist local 
governments 
 Land Use and Wetlands Series

 Assisting lake and watershed advocates 
 Improve local wetland decision-making
 Increase funding opportunities for wetland-related 

lake projects.



Training and Wetland Information Sharing

 Annual Wetlands Conference
 Workshops for targeted audiences
 Wetland Summits
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Promoting, Enjoying, and Celebrating Wetlands

 Wetland Field Trip Series
 Wetlands Awards for recognizing local wetland heroes
 Wetland Gems™
 Work to designate more Wetlands of International Importance

WWA Programs



 What Does it 
Cost to Own a 
Wetland?

 Wetland 
Restoration 
Handbook for 
Wisconsin 
Landowners

 Wetland Gems 
Book & 
Materials

 Land Use and 
Wetlands Series

WWA Publications



New Outreach Program

• 75% of Wisconsin’s wetlands are in private ownership.  

• As much as 85% of Wisconsin’s potentially restorable wetlands 
are in private ownership. (i.e., areas with hydric soil that are not currently 
mapped as a wetland and that have a current land use compatible with restoration) 

Private landowners are a key audience to reach 
with information and tools about wetland 

protection and management.



Do you own wetlands?

Do you think you might own wetlands?

Do you know what kind of wetlands you own?

What are you doing to care for your wetlands? 
(management, restoration, monitoring)

How can we help??

My Healthy Wetlands



2012:  Needs Assessment of Programs and Resources to 
Encourage Private Wetland Restoration and Management
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Talking with partners:
• Wisconsin Lakes Partnership
• Wisconsin Woodland Landowners Association
• Aldo Leopold Foundation & My Wisconsin Woods Partners
• Gathering Waters Conservancy & Lake Michigan Shorelands

Alliance Member Land Trusts
• UW-Extension
• USFWS Partners for Fish & Wildlife
• USDA-NRCS
• Ducks Unlimited
• …and many, many more
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Build on good existing training opportunities
• Wisconsin Lakes Partnership conferences & events
• Lake Association regional meetings
• Wisconsin Woodland Landowners Association conferences
• Learn About Your Land workshop series
• Others?
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Limitations of available resources:

• Dated – most are not current (1990s), don’t reflect current science 
& techniques

• From outside Wisconsin (WA, MD, etc.)
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Talking with landowners

• What do landowners need –
what questions do you have?
• Information
• Training
• Support
• Technical assistance
• Other??

• What’s the best way to get you this 
information?
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I want to hear from 
YOU!!



Do you own wetlands?

Do you think you might own wetlands?

Do you know what kind of wetlands you own?

Are you doing anything with your wetlands? 
(management, restoration, monitoring)

How can we help??

My Healthy Wetlands



Model:
My Healthy Woods 

Handbook

• Aldo Leopold Foundation
• American Forest Foundation









Proposed project:

My Healthy Wetlands: A Handbook for Wetland Landowners 
in Northeast Wisconsin

• Core handbook information is statewide

• Some key information is region-specific

• First edition for NE Wisconsin, subsequent editions for 
other regions to follow as partnerships, funding allow
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