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Wisconsin Bats
7 species (possibly 8)
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Benefits of Bats

PEST CONTROL
POLLINATORS

Agave plant

Giant cacti

Baobab Tree

SEED DISPERSAL

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4a/Agave_americana_a-m.jpg


Threats To Bats



White Nose 
Syndrome



Wisconsin Bat Monitoring 
Program

•bat populations are susceptible to decline because of 
low reproductive rates, and many species congregate 
at a limited number of locations during critical stages 
of their natural history cycle (i.e. hibernacula and 
maternity colonies). 

•Lack of information on basic ecology and trends is 
one of the greatest limitations to conservation of bat 
species 

•With growing monitoring demands, the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) has turned 
to the WI Citizen-Based Monitoring Network for 
assistance with monitoring bats 



Acoustic Bat Monitoring

• Identify distribution and 
relative abundance of bat 
species throughout 
Wisconsin

• Improve upon methods of 
acoustic monitoring for 
bats

• Monitor status and trends

• Provide information to land 
managers, industry and 
the public.

Program Goals:
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http://wiatri.net/Inventory/Bats/Monitoring/Acoustics/Mobile/SurveyResults/2008/Images/RT68_6Jun08.jpg


Bat Roost Monitoring

Project Goals:

•Evaluate the impact of WNS on 
summer colonies

•Assist in the ID of primary WNS 
contagion

•Determine if WNS contagions persist 
and can be transmitted in summer 
roosts

•Correlate long term trends with the 
spread of WNS



How You Can Help!
Build and install a bat house

Use approved, non-lethal methods to exclude bats from your home 
http://wiatri.net/inventory/bats/Monitoring/Roosts/docs/BatExclusion.pdf

Volunteer time for acoustic surveys or bat house monitoring

If you know of large numbers of bats in caves, mines, barns, bridges, 
churches, schools, or other buildings, please contact Wisconsin Bat Program 
at 608.266.5216 or dnrbats@wisconsin.gov 

Contribute tax deductible donations needed for immediate projects or 
donate funds to sustain a long-term program.  The DNR has created a 
Conservation Endowment through the Natural Resources Foundation of WI 
to support the WI bat program in perpetuity. 



For More Information
•To get information on Acoustic Surveys or 
Roost Monitoring Surveys please contact:

John Paul White at John.White@Wisconsin.gov

•To get more information on the Wisconsin 
Bat Monitoring Program please visit: 

http://wiatri.net/inventory/bats/index.cfm  

•Be a part of the first annual Wisconsin Bat 
Festival.  More information can be found at:

http://wiatri.net/inventory/bats/batfest.cfm 

Bat Conservation International: www.batcon.org 

Bat Conservation of WI: www.batcow.org
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