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Agenda

PartI: Tools and information to
Improve public
understanding about
wetlands.

Part [l  Opportunities and tools to
Improve local wetland
protection.
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Mission Statement

Wisconsin Wetlands
Association Is a nhonprofit
organization dedicated to the
protection, restoration and
enjoyment of wetlandas and
their associated ecosystems
through science-based
programs, eaducation and
aavocacy.
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no matter who you are
or where you live,

wetlands




Questions we
strive to
answer and
want to help
YOU answer
too.

no matter who you are
or where you live,

wetlands

What are wetlands?
What do they look like?

Where are they on the
landscape?

Why do they matter?

How are they
nrotected?

How can we improve
protections?




What are Wetlands?

Where land and water meet,

characterized by:

1. Wetland hydrology
2. Wetland (hydric) soils
3. Wetland (hydrophytic) vegetation
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What are Wetlands?

AnMar shaSwamponBogo

NShorel andisldoake fri n

Shal |l owson S|l oughso
NFl oodpl ai n fore

-]

A Fisconsin
etlands




Kangaroo Lake
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Communicating About Wetlands

We need to recognize that many of our treasured
aquatic resources are wetlands or are dependent
upon wetlandas.

We can develop commonly used messages that
make the connection between lakes, rivers, streams

and wetlands  for the good of all of these
/nterconnected water resources.
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What do wetlands look like?

are not
just this
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Coniferous Bog
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Alder Thicket
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Sedge Meadow
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Ephemeral Pond
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Where are wetlands on the

landscape?

A~ 15% of Wisconsinods | ar
cover

A 80% adjacent to lakes,
rivers and streams

A20% fAi sol at e

A 75% are privately owned

A Many, but definitely not
all, appear on Wisconsin
Wetland Inventory maps
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| dentifying wetlands

Step 1. Review Maps
- WDNR Wetland Indicator maps

- Maps provided by County planning and
zoning department web-sites

Potential
Wetlands




| dentifying wetlands

Step 2: Look for Physical S
Clues Using WDRg

nWetl and Cl ue s S

Step 3: Consult a
Professional




Why do Wetlands Matter?

Wetlands perform many
| mportant nfunct
landscape and for our
communities.
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Shoreline Protection

raemer

Groundwater connections
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Why do Wetlands Matter?

Wetland Public
Functions = Benefits

(ébut these b
still poorly understood)
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Wetlands Educational Tools

AIncrease public awareness of
wetland values

A Motivate citizens to explore
and enjoy wetlands

A Generate community pride in
local wetland treasures

A Catalyze community
Involvement in stewardship
and protection of local
wetland treasures

WETLAND GEMS
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Wetland Gems Program

[ ] WHAT ARE WETTCAND G
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Wetland Gems Program
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Wetlands Educational Tools
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Wetland Gems Program

Home
Who We Are
Qur Programs
Issues and News
Join / Give
Calendar
Wetland Directory
Protecting Wetlands
Wetlands of Wisconsin
Restoring Wetlands
Resources and Links
Search Our Site

: Wisconsin’s Wetland Gems

~ WETLAND GEM:

" WETLAND GEMS . OTHER WETIAND
g ~ GEMS LIST © TREASURES

INTRODUCTION TO WETLAND GEMS

In May 2009, in celebration of American Wetlands Month, WWA launched our new el
Gems program. Thus program amms to increase public awareness of and appreciation for all o
the state's wetlands and to generate community pride m and commitment to stewardship of
local wetland treasures that have statewide. national, and even international importance.

What are Wetland Gems? Wetland Gems are high quality habitats that represent the wetland
riches - marshes, swamps. bogs, fens and more - that historically made up nearly a quarter of
Wisconsin's landscape. Critically important to Wisconsin’s biodiversity. these natural
treasures also provide our communities with valuable functions and services as well as
recreational and educational opportunities. They are landscapes that both preserve the past
and mspire for the future.

www.wisconsinwetlands.org/gems.htm
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Local Outreach Program

Goals
A Improve wetland protections

A Educate local leaders on the public benefits of
protecting and restoring wetlands

A Reduce regulatory conflicts and inadvertent
wetland fill

A Improve consistency in decision making across
ocal, state and federal jurisdictions

A Improve integration between wetland protection
and related programs (e.g. flood risk management)
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L ocal Wetland Protection

Challenges

ALimited authority
(real and perceived)

This is where the

AEXpertise zoning map was
supposed to go!

ACapacity

Anaccurate maps J

AAnd many moreé .
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L oc al Decli s1 on N

LAND USE AND WETLANDS: RVISHIH A Released in 2009
2 3 A 8-page brochure provides
basic wetland information
A Wetland types

A Common questions about
wetland permits

A Practical steps for improving
protection and restoration

A Tools for wetland 1D

/ Vetlands

Association
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L oc al Decli s1 on N

LAND USE AND WETLANDS: A Audiences:

A Local Decision Makers Guide
to Wetland Conservation

A Town, village, city or county i
A Boards of Supervisors
A Boards of Adjustments or Appeals

A Planning, Zoning, & Land
Conservation Commissions or

Committees
A Citizens & other organizations

A Free download online

A Print copies available upon
request (no charge)
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Local Outreach Program

Goals
A Improve wetland protections

A Educate local leaders on the public benefits of
protecting and restoring wetlands

A Reduce regulatory conflicts and inadvertent
wetland fill

A Improve consistency in decision making across
ocal, state and federal jurisdictions

A Improve integration between wetland protection
and related programs (e.g. flood risk management)
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Is Local Protection Necessary?

A Communities are
connected by water

A Wetlands perform key
water-related services
A Workhorse wetlands

A Expensive to replace and
can strain budgets

A But what about from a
regulatory standpoint?
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Principles of Regulatory Protections

1) Discharge of Dredged & Fill Material

2) Wetland Delineation
3) No Significant Adverse Impacts

/ Vetlands
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Principles of Regulatory Protections

4) Alternatives Analysis
5) Sequencing

Always required.
Avaid » Mininvze

/n certain situations:
Avoid » Miminkdze A» Mitigate
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Principles of Regulatory Protections

6) Compensatory Mitigation

ADoes not alleviate an applica
and THEN minimize impacts

/) Public Participation
8) Jurisdiction . . .
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Federal Wetland Protection

A Jurisdiction (Section 404 of Clean Water Act)
limited to wetlands with evident connection to
surface waters (e.g. lakes, rivers, streams)

A SWANCC decision

A Protection against direct impacts

A Unregulated activities
A Agriculture, forestry
A Excavation
A Vegetation removal

A Fisconsin
tlands
ft1ation



State Wetland Protection

A Jurisdiction allows protection of all wetlands
regardless of location (and size or type)

A DNR reviews projects for compliance with state
wetl and water qualilty st

A Same federal regulatory gaps exist at state level
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Limits on Federal/State Protection

A Complex jurisdiction depending on federal or
state involvement

A Federal / state wetland program always
vulnerable to further dismantling

A Several regulatory gaps
A Minimal land use authority

A Caseby-case permitting

A Limited ability to consider wetland loss and
degradation at a watershed or landscape scale
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Shoreland Zoning

A February 2012

A What standards stayed the same?
A Lot sizes
A Structural setbacks (75 ft.)
A Vegetated buffers (35 ft.)

A What standards changed?

A Shoreline buffers

A Impervious surface limits
A More flexibility for nonconforming principal structures
A Shoreland mitigation requirements

A Attend Heidi Kennedydéds (DNR Shore
presentation Wednesday, 2:35-3:15pm for more detalil

A Jisconsin
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Shoreland -Wetland Zoning

A Basic shorelandwetland zoning (NR 115) requirements

A Mapped wetlands, per WI Wetland Inventory, must be zoned in
shoreland-wetland district

A Permitted uses consistent with federal and state wetland
regulatory exemptions

A Other uses considered prohibited
A No significant adverse impacts

I 1000' ZONE

I 300 ZONE
FLOODPLAIN
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Is Local Protection Necessary?

AYES!

ANo longer can rely exclusively on federal
and state wetland protection

A Local governments have clear authority
and are better positioned to control
activities in and adjacent to wetlands

A Need/opportunity to address long-
standing challenges

A Jisconsin
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What are Counties Doing?

Coastal County Inventory

A Grant support from WI Coastal
Management Program

A Learn how counties already
protect wetlands

A Use findings to evaluate the
extent to which land use
decisions protect or fail to
protect wetlands

A See handout for Q&A template
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