Deer Lake Conservancy, Inc.

A Case Study of Watershed Protection
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~ Deer Lake Conservancy

Dedicated to the preservation of Deer Lake

The purpose of the organization is the preservation of
Deer Lake and the surrounding land that contributes to
the natural, scenic, recreational and productive value of

the lake.




The Beginning
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501(C)(3)
Guided by plan recommendations

Took advantage of Balsam Branch Priority
Watershed Project

Sought assistance of Polk County LCD and
DNR



Planning Grant Study

Recommendations
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Keys to Success

&4 Organizational Structure
Developing Partnerships
Developing a Management Plan
-undraising

_and Management
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Project Management



Fundraising
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The annual meeting of the the Deer Lake
Conservancy will be held on Saturday, July 18th
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Watershed 2
Practices

Prairie restoration




Watershed 2

Sediment Basin

Prairie



Watershed 3 Practices

North basin dam
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Watershed 4
Practices
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Prairie Planting

; Gravel pit
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Restoration




Rock Creek Prairie
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McKenzie Parcel
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U.S. Highway 8 Proposed Route




Gravel Pit Restoration




Wetland Restoration
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Prairie Restoration

This rare local ecotype prairie restoration
features more than 100 species of native
prairie flowers and grasses. A local ecotype
prairie restoration uses seed sources collected
from nearby. The prairie replaces row-cropped
farm fields that tend to have high erosion
rates. Periodic, prescribed bums maintain the
praire.

Cup Plant Along with several restored wetlands, which
Spiderwort had been drained for agricultural use, this
prairie serves to slow water flow and infiltrate
water thereby reducing phesphorus loading
from this watershed by more than ninety
percent. Two abandoned gravel pits on the
property have also bheen reclaimed.

Please enjoy this opportunity to see a
landscape that once covered more than one
third of the state of Wisconsin and is now
greatly diminished. Native prairies were
common from the end of the last glacial period
until the early 20th century.

The Flagstad Farm restoration project is a
cooperative effort of the Deer Lake
Conservancy, the Deer Lake Association, and
the Department of Natural Resources.
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Prairie Maintenance




Trail Systems




Deer Lake Park Road
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Direct Drainage Project
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Schletty Area Close-up
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Managing Runoff

Minimize Hard Surfaces
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Monitoring
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Secchi Disc Improvement with
Phosphorus Reductions
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Predicted Changes
in Trophic Status
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DNR Water Quality Appraisal. Balsam Branch Priority Watershed Project



Developing Partnerships

Polk County Land and Water Resources
DNR

_akes planning grants

_akes protection grants

Priority watershed program (Polk County)
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Monitoring assistance
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NRCS
-arm Service Agency
Pheasants Forever

Ducks Unlimited

) Wisconsin Conservation Corps

National Park Service

5 Amery High School

US Geological Survey



