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Negative Historical
Perspectives

= \\Netlands are wastelands

= \Netlands breed disease and
pestilence

= \Netlands are obstacles to

Progress



Undervaluation

= Half of pre-settlement

i ‘W wetlands are gone
£ BN | = Wetland services are not
p kLR well'known
| = Not valued similarly as

lakes and rivers
= Believed to be replaceable

= Disturbed and small
wetlands are written off




identification Problems

= Not all have standing water

= SOme have trees, other
wetlands do not

= Difficult te distinguish
pbetween margins of lakes,
rivers, and forests

= “Shallows”, “floodplain
forest”

= Delineating boundaries
requires professional
expertise




A Balancing Act

Private property Public need for
rights wetland functions



Communication Challenges

Lack of understanding and
valuation of wetlands, and wetland
laws, leads to CONTROVERSY



Regulatory Tensions

Elected officials and landowners may not
fully understand the wetland permit
decision making process

“The Corps of Engineers says this isn’t a wetland but
WDNR says it is!”

“‘We’ve offered to replace twice as many wetlands as
we fill and the requlators still say no....it doesn’t make
any sense!”

“‘WDNR exercises too much discretion....”



Regulatory Tensions

Local land use approvals and state and
federal wetland regulatory programs are
not well integrated

‘I received all the permits and approvals | needed
from my town board, then WDNR comes in and tells
me I’'ve broken the law!”




LAND USE AND WETLANDS:

A Local Decision Makers Guide
to Wetland Conservation

All local decision makers, whether an elected or appointed official, volunteer
committee member, or staff, face difficult questions about how to meet community
needs for housing, public infrastructur pment while also
protecting sensitive natural resourc o are common, and in
Wisconsin's wetland-rich landscape some of the most difficult cases involve wetlands

Though wetlands were once perceived as wastelands, 1oday the natural functions
and public benefits of wetlands are well understood by both scientists and land
manag Wetlands now recelve special tions under both state and federal
law and public support for wetland preservation has Increased tremendously in
recent decades

Despite these gains, large gaps still exist in the public’s enderstanding of what and
atlands are; why they m. and how they are protected. These gaps fuel

public controversies over wetland development proposals, and sometimes result

In land use decisions being made without full or accurate Inform.

economic and ecolagical consequences of wetland oss

The purpose of this publication Is to improve wetland conservation and reduce
wetland controversies by providing town, village, city and county land use decision
makers with basic information about Wisconsin's wetland heritage (p. 2); the various
community benefits of wetlands (pp. 3-4); wetland permit requirements (pp. 4-5);
and practical steps that will help local land use officials consider wetland concerns in
their decision making (pp. 6-7).

Thank you for your interest in protecting Wiscansin's wetland heritage, For more
information on the wetlands of Wisconsin and Wisconsin Wetlands Association's
outreach and policy programs, piease visit www.wisconsimwetlands.org.
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Project Goals

o Improve wetland protection and
reduce wetland regulatory tensions by:

= |mproving local leaders” understanding of
wetlands and wetland laws

= Encouraging more consideration for
wetland concerns In local land use
decisions

= |mproving communication with landowners
about wetland permit reguirements



Audiences

= [own, village, City, or county:
= Elected, appointed and velunteer
officials

= Planning, zoning, and lanad
conservation commissions or
committees

= Administrators and staff

= Citizens and organizations
Interested In protecting local
wetlands




Contents of the Guide

= About Wisconsin's wetlands

= How wetlands benefit your
community

= Common guestions about
wetland permits

= \What can local governments
do to protect wetlands?

= Tools for wetland
identification




About Wisconsin’s Wetlands
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How Wetlands Benefit
Your Community

= |mprove Quality of Life
= Reduce Flooding

= |mprove Water Quality.

* |ncrease Hunting, Fishing,
& Recreation Spending




Common Questions about
Wetland Permits

= \What wetlands are regulated?

= \What activities are regulated?

= \When are permits approved or denied?
= |s shoreland-wetland zoning enough?

= Can you fill a wetland as long as one is
restored nearby?

= The myths of mitigation



What Can Local Governments do
to Protect and Restore Wetlands?

= Establish “avoid and
minimize” standards for
Project review

= |mplement wetland land use = <®
controls

= Help landowners avoiad
unauthorized wetland
Impacts

= Encourage wetland
restoration s




Tools for Identifying
Wetlands

= |ncluded WWDNR's 3-Step process
= Step 1: Review Maps
= Step 2: Look for Physical Clues
= Step 3: Consult a Professional




Outreach

= Mailings

= ] copy to every WTA-member towns & villages,
county conservationist & land conservation

committee members
= Press Release
= Newsletters

= Conferences

= \W/| Towns Assoclation
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Wisconsin Wetlands Association: Publication to help loc al governments consider wetlands in decision.making process
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For more contact
Kyle Magyers. 608.250 9971
Kyle magyera@wisconsinwetiands org

Madison, W1, October 2, 2009. The Wisconsin Wetiands Association has released 8 new publication iiled Land Use and Wetlands: A
Local Decision-Makers’ Guide 1o Wetiand Conservation.

The purpose of the Guide is to improve wetiand protection and reduce wetiand controversies by providing lown, vilage. cly and county
1and use oficials with basic information about how profecting and restoring wetiands contributes 10 the economic heath, public safely, and
qualty of ife in Wisconsin's communties.

The need for the publication arose out of 8 2005 conflit where & KewauneeCounty landowner filed wetlands on Iis property withou frst
securing permis from the Wisconzin Depariment of Natural Resources. The landowner had appled for and received 8 busding perme from
i3 fown. but claimed that he was not informed that his land contained wetiands of that addional permts were required. The high-profie
case brought publc and poltical attention 1o the Gificullies landowners and local offiiats have identifying wetiands and complying wih
wetiand lows

“In 20diion 10 presenting obstacies 1o wetland prote<tion and restoration. misunderstandings a0out wetlands and wetiand laws can dran
communiy resources and strain relationships between local leaders and constiuents.” stated Wisconsin Wetland Association’s Executive
Director Becky Abel. "We hope ihis publication heips communties avoid wetland land use conficts and encourages more open and
Productive communic ation about the value of protecting and restoning local wetiands.~

local policy and planning programs. local govermments have @ iremendous Influence over the fate of wetiands in Wisconsin's
«nnu-n 200 the mca-n-nuynmu!m O'Brien. "Dut local decision makers’ understanding of wetiands and wetiand lews
m-wyxm-nnm The publication addresses ihis gap by explaining the rilera state and federal agencies consider when
making wetiand permt de:

The publication alzo identifes practical steps that local govermmaents can take 10 improve consideration of wetilands and wetiand lews in
1and use decision-making. and descridbes how wetiands reduce the need for costly infrastructure by providing natural fiood storage and
Improving water quaity in lakes, fivers. and public drinking water supples.

“Wetiands are now underst00d for their Criical role in providing water-related services 1o Communties across Wisconsin® says Wisconsin
Towns Association President Rick Stadeiman, one of many pariners who provided input on the publication 1o ensure that £ was relevant to
the day 1o day concems of local government officials. “The Local Decision Makers” Guide 1o Wetland Conservation wil help local
govemments and land use decision makers protect and restore an Imporiant communty asset whie al50 redUCINg COSIS 0N EXPeNINVE
water-related infrastructure.

Developed wih grant support of the Wisconsin Coastal Management Program, the Local Decision Makers Gulde can be viewsd o
Gownioaded for fres from Wisconsin Wetlands A330iabon 3 new iocal Govemment oulreach web-pages ot




Role of Lake
Leaders & Citizens



Become wetland savvy

= Understand wetlands and wetland laws

= |dentify community leaders and other
Citizens supporting wetland protection

= Collaborate with community leaders
= |ncludes developers, realtors, contractors, etc.



Encourage Local Action

= Use tools, such as LLocal Decision Makers:
Guide, to educate local officials about:

= Community benefits of wetlands
= Regulatory and nonregulatory approaches

= Educate community leaders & media



Participate in the Process

= Open meetings law: requirements
= Public hearings and meetings

= Ensure proper implementation and
enforcement
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Questions?

www.wisconsinwetlands.org/localgovs

For. more information, contact: R
Kyle Magyera Policy Specialist i :
Kyle.magyera@wisconsinwetlands.org
608-250-9971



