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Presentation Outline

É Brief Overview of WI

Onsite Program History

É Description of Various 
Maintenance/Management

Program Attempts in WI

É Final Thoughts



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program

É Historical Perspective

ÉñThe 1913Wisconsin 
Legislature, recognizing 
the importance to health 
of proper design, 
construction, operation 
and maintenance of 
plumbing facilities, 
enacted the Wisconsin 
Plumbing Lawéò.

É Plumbing code since 1914



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program

É ñEnvironmental sanitation is an essential 
cornerstone in building for better health in 
Wisconsin.  This was recognized early in the 
development of the work of our Board of Health.  
Improvements in living conditions affecting the 
health and comfort of our citizens required that 
appropriate attention be given to eliminating 
hazards and assuring full benefits of modern 
sanitation.ò

June 29, 1948

Forward to 9 th Edition of Plumbing Code 

Carl N. Neupert, M.D.

State Health Officer



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program
(Early History)

ÉñState Septic Tank Permitò ï1965

ÉSignificant code revision - 1969

É If municipal sewer is not available, all sewage 
must enter a ST/SAS

ÉFirst reference to a 3ô vertical soil separation to 
groundwater or bedrock

ÉLegislature revises law to make the State 
Plumbing code ñUniformò - 1972



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program
(Early History)

ÉSmall cross-roads communities began to 
take advantage of grants/loans to install 
centralized sewer systems

ñOutfallò pipes continue

to serve some individual

rural properties



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program
(Administration & Enforcement)

É 1977 Legislature amends state statute to 
require that a Sanitary Permit be obtained 
before a building (zoning) permit could be 
issued.



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program

ÉSignificant code revision - 1980

ÉAll systems must be inspected prior to backfill

ÉNew credential established -

ÉPrivate Sewage System Inspector

ÉCounty programs beefed up

ÉMore scrutiny of Sanitary permit applications

ÉMore verification of information



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program

É Late ô70ôs early ô80ôs

ïWI Fund Grant Program made available to counties

É Adoption of program requires:

ïCounty Board resolution

É Agreement to operate a maintenance program for 
systems installed from the date of program adoption



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program

É State Code had a requirement for servicing of 
septic tanks since the ô50ôs.

É Requirement to actually report servicing 
information was not added to the code until 1980.

É County Option
É Counties may establish a mandatory maintenance 

program to insure continuing maintenance of private 
sewage systems.



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program

É 1980 version of the code also contained a 
requirement for semi-annual reporting for 
pumping of holding tanks.



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program

É Early 1990ôs  - ñSeptage Visionò Planning

É Recognition that a coordinated effort was needed to 
implement a septage program.

É Meetings with stakeholders

É Commerce

É Dept. of Natural Resources

É WI County Code Administrators

É WI Counties Association

É WI Towns Association

É WI Liquid Waste Carriers Association

É ???



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program

É Numerous efforts during the mid -ô90ôs to initiate a 
septage program
É All fail because of concerns raised by one or more of 

the stakeholders

É 1998 ïBill introduced in Legislature to:
É Identify and require proper maintenance of all systems

É Fund education efforts and DNR staff

É Increase appropriation for WI Fund Grant Program

É Provide money to counties to identify systems



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program

É Septage Initiative Legislation failed because 
service providers did not want to be ñtax 
collectorsò.

É Funds were to be collected by service providers per 
transaction.

ÉUnspoken concerné



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program

É Throughout the ô90ôs work was underway on a 
comprehensive revision of the state onsite code

É Maintenance of onsite systems was intended to 
be a major element of the revised code

É In 1999 the department released a Request for 
Proposal (RFP) for a maintenance reporting 
system



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program

É Level I
É Provide data storage and 24-hour retrieval for approx. 

680,000 records and expand by approx. 20,000 
annually

É Process up to 1,000,000 data transactions annually

É Provide communication links between department, DNR 
counties and service providers

É Accept a variety of data input methods including 
electronic file transfer, paper reports and faxes

É Identify systems that have not been maintained

É Maintain staff availability 24/7 to assure operational 
performance



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program

É Level II

É All Level I services

É Generate and mail correspondence on county identified 
letterhead

É Accept reports of real estate transfer inspections

É Provide training for inspectors



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program

É Level III

É All level I and Level II services

É Allow local printing of sanitary permits

É Provide automated department billing to counties

É Provide auditing capability



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program

É Initially it appeared there would be a lot of 
interest in the RFP

É Ultimately, the RFP failed

É Handful of bids received

É None fully met the criteria listed in the RFP



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program

É Comprehensive onsite code revision went into 
effect in July, 2000

É Separate sub-chapter devoted to Maintenance

É All systems are to be properly maintained

É Inspection, maintenance and servicing events are to be 
reported

É Owner of onsite system is ultimately responsible to see that 
work is done and reported



Reporting Requirements
Comm 83.55

É (EXISTING) Owner or agent reports to the Governmental 
Unit or Designated Agent at the completion of each 
maintenance or servicing event specified in 83.54(4).
É Each septic or holding tank pumping event.

É Service events specified by the manufacturer of a component.

É (NEW) Owner or agent reports to the Governmental Unit 
or Designated Agent at the completion of each 
maintenance or servicing event specified in plan.

É (ALL) Maintenance reports are sent to the Governmental 
Unit or Designated Agent by the owner or agent for any 
inspection or maintenance performed within 30 calendar 
days as per Comm 83.55(2)(b).
É In a manner (paper/electronic) specified by the Governmental 

Unit or Designated Agent 



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program

ÉAnother approach

to O&Mé



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program

É 2004 - Legislature forms ñSpecial Subcommittee 
on Septageò
É Initial charge to subcommittee was to address growing 

problems with proper disposal of septage and holding 
tank waste

É Discussion quickly veered towards onsite systems
É How many are there in WI?

É How often are they serviced?

É How does anyone know?

É End result ïIntroduction and passage of ñ2005 
Wisconsin Act 347ò



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program

É Act 347

É Adds duties and responsibilities to the department and 
counties in the law

É In reality, law reinforces much of what is already in 
onsite code

É Department is charged with adding details to existing 
code



Wisconsinôs Onsite Program

É Proposed rule revisions reviewed by legislative 
committees in summer of 2008

É Several counties testify against proposed rule 
revisions

É Rule allowed to be implemented effective October 
01, 2008 


