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Presentation Goals:

What are wetlands and why are they 
important?

What is Wisconsin’s wetland plan?

How can you get involved?



Wisconsin’s Wetland Ecosystems

Seasonal Basins

Marshes

Meadows

Shrubs

Bogs

Forests



Fish and Wildlife Habitat

* 75% of WI Wildlife Use Wetlands *



Aesthetics, Recreation, 
Education & Science

$271 Million Spent Annually by 
Bird & Wildlife Watchers



Floral Diversity

1/3 of WI Endangered 
& Threatened Species 
Depend on Wetlands



Flood, Water Quality & 
Shoreline Protection

EPA ~ 1 acre of Wetland Can Store up to 1.5 Mill. Gal. of Floodwater



Groundwater 
Recharge & Discharge

Can Be Critical to Maintain Stream Flows and Lake Levels



Wisconsin’s Wetland Plan

Nearly ½ of 
Wisconsin’s 10 million 
acres of wetlands 
have been destroyed 
since the 1800’s 

http://dnr.wi.gov/wetlands/documents/ReversingLoss08_FINAL.pdf


Challenges Facing Wetlands:

Global Climate Change 

Invasive Species  

Development Pressure

Lack of Wetland Awareness



Wetland Team = DNR + Partners

http://dnr.wi.gov/
http://www.fws.gov/
http://www.uwex.edu/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www.ducks.org/
http://www.sewrpc.org/
http://www.epa.gov/cgi-bin/epalink?target=http://www.epa.gov/&logname=epahome&referrer=seal
http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/index.jsp




Goals to get us there:

1. Strengthen and establish partnerships;

2. Develop incentives for wetland 
conservation on private lands;

3. Avoid and minimize wetland loss and 
degradation;

4. Restore lost wetlands and improve 
wetland health and functions;



Strategy Goals:

5.Advance public understanding & 
connection to WI wetlands;

6.Report and track the status of 
Wisconsin’s wetlands;

7.Further develop wetland science 
and research needs; and

8.Secure stable funding for wetland 
conservation and stewardship.



Implementation:

Two Year Action Plans
 Specific Goals (outcomes) & 
Performance Measures (outputs)

Biennial Reports Prepared
 Measure Progress & 
Report Success

http://dnr.wi.gov/wetlands/strategy.html



Measure Progress By:

1. Regaining wetlands historically 

lost by acreage, type and function;

2. Preserving and protecting remaining 
wetlands;

3. Avoiding and minimizing new wetland loss; 
and

4. Restoring biodiversity, health and function 
to degraded wetlands.



Is WI Reversing the Loss?
2006/2007 Data:

- 5,392 acres 
restored

- 1,463 acres 
enhanced 

- 1,499 acres 
disturbed

- 407 acres lost

* 0.146%

Figure 2: 2006 to 2007 Comparison of Wetland Activities

Gains Neutral - Restorations Neutral - Disturbances Losses

Wetland Activity Categories
2,006. 2,007.
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Who Can Help 
Reverse WI Wetland Loss?

Everyone

* 75% of WI Wetlands 

are Privately Owned *

How?



Wetlands are Wonderlands –
Get Connected  

Get Your 
Feet Wet –

Monitor

Discover

Enjoy Teach Others



Restore Wetlands – Take Action

Restore Drained 
or Filled Wetlands

Remove 
Invasive Plants



Protect Wetlands – Get Involved

Report Illegal Fill

Consider 
Wetlands as  
Amenities

Support Wetland 
Acquisition



Got Wetlands?  
Know Before You Buy or Build

Check DNR’s On-Line Maps Look for 
Physical Clues



Wetlands 
Are Key

For Healthy 
Watersheds 

& Lakes

Cherie Hagen
715-635-4034

cherie.hagen@wisconsin.gov

dnr.wi.gov/wetlands

mailto:Cherie.hagen@wisconsin.gov

