- - A statewide, non-profit organization

|$(0 m I “ dedicated to the protection, restoration

etl a n d s and enjoyment of wetlands and associated
- - ecosystems through science-based

A ssociation programs, education and advocacy.
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75% of Wisconsin’s wildlife

species use wetlands during
e of their lifecycle

JagleBariholmai



Eri€: E”p

PP L

- waters fOI’ streams rrvers and Iakes

et

J

e




-

EcotouriSh .;f‘{ Oowing sector of

J L ; | O "A' Ism aﬁ
tourism gen ate s more than $11 billion
~annually.ir |sconsmj

\"

’1




(%2
)2
uwl
)
(&)
Z
<<
=
=
)
=

“Shorelands” “Lake fringes”

“S
“F

nallows” “Sloughs”

oodplain forests”

We need to develop commonly used messages
that make the connection between lakes, rivers,
streams and wetlands for the good of
all of these interconnected water resources.




“Wetlands are

Wastelands”

WETLAND GEMS

Negative historical perceptions persist today:

* Wetlands are wastelands
* Wetlands breed disease and pestilence
* Wetlands are obstacles to progress

Language perpetuates negative perceptions:
« “Swamped”
* “Bogged down”
« “Stuck in mire”



A fisconsin Wetlands were not only
o Vetlands undervalued,

WETLAND GEMS

Assoclation they were actively destroyed

* More than half of Wisconsin’s original
10 million acres have been lost

* Many of remaining wetlands are
threatened or degraded
— Invasive species
— Altered hydrology
— Fragmented landscapes
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i“lomciln What makes wetlands
y Vetlands v onderful and valuable...
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 Diversity of wetland types

* Transitional nature of wetlands — connecting
uplands with surface waters

« Dynamic nature of wetlands — changing with the
seasons and from year to year




isconsin

WETLAND GEMS

YVetlands \Wetland Controversy

Association

Because wetlands are
not well understood or valued,
they are often typecast as

In public dialogue




isconsin

etlands  Project Purpose

Associat

WETLAND GEMS
N

 Raise profile of and elevate public interest In
wetlands

* Increase public awareness of wetland values
* Motivate citizens to explore and enjoy wetlands

» Generate community pride in local wetland
treasures

« Catalyze community involvement in stewardship
and protection of local wetland treasures
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 Natural treasures -, B
* Representatives of the state’s . vomem,

wetland diversity
* Important for biodiversity
* Ecological service providers
» Destinations for recreation/outdoor education
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Green Darner Dragonfly—Ken Tapp
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100 WISCONSIN WETLAND GEMS

551 Chiwakis Praifa

5G8 Daz Plainas River
Aoodphin & Marshes

SG0 GerMamtown

S04 Ransk -Polak Waosds

555 Raot Rlver Riverirs Forast

S48 Wamimort B Fans

Sourtheaet Raglon

5E1 Baulah Bag

562 Cadarburg Bog

SB35 Charokea Marsh

SE4 Horlcon Marsh

SES Hulras Laka

SEad Luba Laka

SET Milwaukss Rivar
Aoodplain Fonest

SE8 Michols Craak

SE2 Fush Laka

BT Souppamereg Flver Ama

SE115pnica Laka Bog

BB Sugar Rlver
Aocdplain Fonest

SED Waubesa Watands

SEM Whits River Marsh

(-1 Bass Liska Fari & Lunch
Creak Sedge Meadow

2 paar Bluff Bog

-3 plack Rivar

4 Blug swamrp

T8 Cometodk-Garmania Marsh

-6 Dawwayy Marzh

-7 tary Crank

-8 Paga Craak Marsh

49 Quincy Bluff & Solberg Laks

C-10 Suk-Camey Watlards

C-llsummartzn Bog

"Wast Reglan
W 1Big Swamp
W2 Fort MoCoy
W3 Kkclapon valley Fasans
W4 Lowar Chippssva Rivar Dalta
W3 Lowar St Crolx Rker Comidor
W6 Lowar Wiscorain Rivar &
Wyakisirg Stake Park
W7 Dok Ridge Laka
%8 Snow Bothoms
W9 Trempsaleau Rivar
Sadgs Muadow
10 Uppar Mississippl &
Trampaalau Flver
Hatkoral 'Wildlife Refu ges
"% 1 ¥an Loon Bottoms
% B whitman Bothorms

Marihwast Reglan

ME-1 Black &sh Swamp

ME-2 Erazeau Swamp

ME-3 Hortorwila Eiog

ME-4 Fargarco Laks
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ME-S Mink Rivar Estuany
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%3 Bruke Gladal Spllway
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N2 Ericleson Crask Peatlards
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RivarComidor
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3LF3 Big Bay
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SLHS Mermasd|| Foodplain Forest
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SLH? sand By

SLHO St Louls River Marshes
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SLHI2 sultx Swamp

warkhorss Wetlirc:
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Ashary Habitat
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Pragram: Flood Attenuation

WH-4 Halfway Croack Marsh
‘Water Cunlity Prodecton
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Recraation & Education
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Qur Programs
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Join / Give
Calendar
Wetland Directory
Protecting Wetlands
Wetlands of Wisconsin
Restoring Wetlands
Resources and Links
Search Our Site
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¢ Wisconsin’s Wetland Gems

"'&’ INTRODUCTION TO |9 STATEWIDE WETLAND |*% 'WOP.KHOQSE WETLAND
WETLAND GEMS s GEMS LIST GEMS LIST

"9 WETLAND GEMS " REGIONAL WETLAND | OTHER WETLAND
. EVENTS GEMS LISTS TREASURES

< INTRODUCTION TO WETLAND GEMS

In May 2009, in celebration of American Wetlands Month. WWA launched our new Wetland
Gems program. This program aims to increase public awareness of and appreciation for all of
the state's wetlands and to generate commmmty pnide m and commutment to stewardship of
local wetland treasures that have statewide. national. and even mntemational importance.

What are Wetland Gems? Wetland Gems are high quality habitats that represent the wetland
riches - marshes, swamps. bogs. fens and more - that historically made up nearly a quarter of
Wisconsin's landscape. Critically important to Wisconsin’s biodiversity, these natural
treasures also provide our communities with valuable functions and services as well as
recreational and educational opportunities. They are landscapes that both preserve the past
and mspire for the future.

WETLAND GEMS

We have created a portfolio of outreach matenals for the Werland Gems program to help citizens get to know these
wetland treasures of our state. Click the links below to explore printable versions of these maternals:




sconsin+ | Jses of Gems List &
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WETLAND GEMS

Outreach Products

» Landowners, state decision makers

 Local partners & outlets (service centers, nature
centers, visitor centers)
* Let us know if you have an outlet at which you'd
like to distribute Wetland Gems materials!

e Local Lake Associations (e.g. Kangaroo Lake Association)

 Media work to new audiences

* Wetland Gems book



Wetland Gems...

WETLAND GEMS

the future!

« 2010 Field Trip Series to Wetland Gems.

* Assisting landowners, “Friends” groups
and other partners to continue to use the
Wetland Gems designation to:

e aftract additional funding
e attract more community support
» aid protection and restoration efforts







