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Community Based Social Marketing

Angie Hong, East Metro Water Resource Education Program
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Ways Your Blue Thumb Can Help Keep Water Clean:

Design Native Gardens

They arc beautiful, cost less and require
less maintenance than lawn grass

Create a Raingarden

Filter dirty stormwater from strects and
rooftops before it cnters our lakes and rivers

Stabilize Shorelines

Roots of native plants are extremely long so they anchor
the soil and filter out pollutants as well as discovrage
geese from congregating

PLANTING FOR CLEAN WATER™ Visit blue-thumb.org for how-to’s, blueprints, retailers and more
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Audience research and barriers analysis

Identifying Needs of the Target Audience

Surveys, Phone Surveys, Focus Groups

Primary Barriers:

Aesthetics
Difficult
Costly (perceived and real)

Approaches that Address Barriers:
Show case many attractive examples

Quality and timely assistance (design and installation)
Provide cost estimates and financial incentive
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Native Gardens
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Ox-eye sunflower Prairie Phlox
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Wild Indigo Azure Aster



Butterfly Milkweed

Asclepias tuberosa
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Raingardens



Raingardens
(Capturing Rainwater / Stormwater )

Just like a regular planting, but able to
absorb rainwater and breakdown pollutants

Concept - Gregg Thompson, Illustration - Taina Litwak, Animation - Ron Struss
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Pre-Construction Runoff Volumes

s e A Post-Construction Runoff Volumes

Junc 8, 2004 - 1.46" Rainfall

== o=—==]
Control - Volume (47039.3 gal) Study - Volume (35971.8 gal) O I—

Control - Volume (110126.0 gal) Study - Volume (9377.1 gal)
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Designed by:
' Savanna Designs’







Year2,
~September

Photo: Shawn Tracy; Earth Wizards, Inc
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Native Shoreline Stabilization
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Designed and Installed by:
Savanna Designs



Gustafson Residence
Lake Johanna — Ramsey County

photo by RCWD
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Designed and Installed by:

Savanna Designs



~»

.

.

-

&

'y . '.1" )

.|

-

Lo ™ ’ «™
X 1

- g

o, gr -, -

naDe

. Sig‘r;ls?ﬂ.

e g
L 1

1



)

7

’/?’\'\
M ZRl

Easy-to-Use Website

e oL i T A
% b S et A
g S N
i K

/  .~1 ] ! A‘.\\ 7 : \\\: ,"'/'/’
- o ) Dk RNt RN S
= m\_:’.hl : ‘“ /

; vy I by o . r .’,"- 2 SR i
A - Shie Ll T A i’ .\ - " LA | % )

Displays and Educational Materials



A Blue Thumb - Microsoft Internet Explorer

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help H,'
e Back ~ \:) Etj @ (’h p Search *Favorites @ Bv :; b D @? ﬁ 4‘3

Address la http: {fwww, bluethumb. org/ Vl Go  Links
Google ![le leo v & B v vy Bockmarksw Shasblocked U Check v § Autolink v - Autorl| e Sendtow (@) settings v

PLANTING FOR CLEAN WATER™

Home = About Blue Thumb = Calendar of Events = Store Locator = Partners = Links = News

Radingardens

shore]ie
Stabilization

Native Gardens

@ http: ffwww.bluethumb. orgfshorelines)  Internet

-




A Create a Raingarden - Microsoft Internet Explorer

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help .t'l.,'

e Back ~ '\_) @ @ - § h p Search \“/'\\"( Favorites @ E:J v »:,:: > LJ @?{ ﬁ 4‘3

Address [@ http:{ v, blugthumb. orgfraingardens) VI Go | Links 2
Google UC:v 7’ Good & B~ ¥ Bookmarksy Shasblocked 7 Check v § Autolink v - Auior e Sendtoy () settingsv

?-
-
w
PLANTING FOR CLEAN WATER™
Home = About Blue Thumb = Calendar of Events = Store Locator = Partners = Links = News
& RAING
CREATE A RAINGARDEN

Do you worry that pollutants from fertilizers, pesticides,
streets, and rooftops are contaminating your lakes and
rivers? Do heavy rains collect in pools and puddles in your
yard? The easiest way to help water infiltrate into the
ground rather than run off into storm sewers is by creating
a raingarden. Strategically place your raingarden on a site
that will intercept water runoff. If constructed properly, the
garden will drain the water within two days.,

Printable raingarden plans or consult your local nursery for
plant options.

Native Plant Selector

U.W. Extension’s How-To Raingarden Manual {pdf)

Raingardens

Native Plant Brochure (pdf)

MPCA Plants for Stormwater Design

 Internet




2 Blue Thumb | Plant Selector - Microsoft Internet Explorer

File Edit Yiew Favorites Tools  Help

Qs O RNRAG P frroons @ 3% 8-[JBE B

Address ‘@ htkp: f e bluethumb. org)plants/ V| Go | Links

GOOgIE||G|v V|Gu:| + 5 @ E v ¢ EBookmarksw @85 blocked "@Check » % Autolink - r]*_,.ﬁ.utu:uFiII BSend tow @SettiHQSv

PLANT SELECTOR

IUse this tool to help choose the best native plants for your particular situation. Choose
as many of the criteria as you want from the fields below and the plants matching your
needs will be chosen from the tatal list,

Criteria

Type: Any "

Environment: Sail Moisture:  Sun Exposure:
[ ] Upland [] 5un

O ransitional (] partial

Bloom: Color: When:
|f‘-\n3,r V| |Any V|

[ Submit Cluery ] Clear all

Plant List

Sun Saoil Bloom
Plant Type Exposure  Moisture Color Blooms From
Alurnroot Sun
Heuchers richardsonii Flawer/Forb Partial Upland Green  May-June
Aromatic Aster September-
aster oblangifalins Flower/Forb Sun Upland Blue October
Arrowhead Sun

Flower/Forb White  July-&ugust

Sagittaria latifoliz Partial
Azure Sky (Blue) Aster Sun September-
Aster oolentangiansiz Flawer/Forb Partial Upland Blue October

Bebhs Sedoe - - _ \
@Dane | B Internet




Which color will kids be
coloring lakes -

a— — people make plans to
/ 5 e toapply fertilizer.
unt, at the right time.

armine the fertility of
ready present and the
isphorus fertilizer for
a5 deficient.

Streets connect to lakes and rivers. Leavesand
grass clippings enter stormdrains and end up in
our waters. The nutrients in this debris produce
excessive algae that turns water green

ease form. This
ne more slowly to
e uniform growth.
the fall so it can
re more nitrogen

40% of waters tested in Minnesota do not
meet the water quality standards for their
designated use.

The Solution: Reduce Stormwater Runoff :

Be a stormdrain guardian and keep your street
clean, A pound of phosphorous found in grass

clippings creates about 500 pounds of algac. ving plants such as

ial ryegrass varieties.
e feet of lawn area

Let the raindrops soak into the ground.
Aim your downspouts towards your lawn or
minga.tden.

ing red fescue,

f Kentucky bluegrass
will typically require
Ba per year.

ing of
lications

Sept, mid-Oct, May-

mid-Oct, May-June

mid-Oct.

TIP:

Choose a fertilizer with
35 to 50% of the nitrogen
in a slow-release form;
look for the percentage
of water insoluble
nitrogen (WIN) on the
label. Too much quick
relesse nitrogen creates
growth too quickly and
can weaken the plant
going into the summer.

Photo by Dakota County

19



)

7

m ,7“;,- Y - g
5 n :
N/ &l
s 7N

&=

= 2‘\_:’7\ l .'/'; -S| e

Targeting priority areas with
neighborhood parties



PLANTING FOR CLEAN WATER

Blue Thumb Party
Activity Guide

You are invited to a Blue Thumb garden party!

When:

Where:

Why: Dare to imagine youryard as a lush and lovely landscape.
Learn how the Blue Thumb - Planting for Clean Water program can
help to create beautiful gardens foryour home that are inexpensive,
easy to maintain, attract birds and butterflies and help to keep local
lakes and rivers clean. Get in touch with grants, garden blue-prints,
local nurseries and landscape companies, how-to guides, workshops
and more!

RSVP:

Discover the secret to leisurely landscaping at www.BlueThumb.org












The Locations

Washington Conservation District

Brown's Creek
Watershed District
BMP Locations, 2007-2008

[ ] WetdRiE B SRRRary

D BCWD Subwatersheds
|:| City Boundary

Lakes

—— Streams

Roads

. bewd_bmp_projects

Map Prepared By
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Drawn: PJY 01/07 /2009

Brown's Creek Watershed District

Original Map Size = 11" x 17"




The Locations

Washington Conservation District

Brown's Creek
Watershed District
BMP Locations, 2007-2008
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The Projects

Jane Keyes




Feedback Loop

Partner
Priorities

Monitoring

BMPs Outreach



Measuring Success

- Between 1965 and 2004, the Washington Conservation

District helped to install 197 BMP projects with private
- landowners in Washington County (roughly five per

. year).

T T Between 2006 and 2008, EMWREP program partners
... .=  installed 73 projects - 55 of which were in 2008 alone.

s In 2009, nearly 130 new projects were approved or
installed by EMWREP partners.




WCD State Cost-Share Countywide BMP
Projects, 1965 - 2004 Projects, 2005 - 2008

BMP Implementation
Programs

(5 per year)

2007 — 2008 = 80 projects
(40 per year)

2009 = 130 projects




Measuring Success

Google Analytics for www.BlueThumb.org

How many?

8,422 visits in 2007 — first year of website
21,506 visits in 2008
23,880 visits in 2009 (up 11% from 2008)

*70% of the visitors are new


http://www.bluethumb.org/

Measuring Success

Google Analytics for www.BlueThumb.org

What do they want to know?

+ They spend an average ot 3.5 min on the site

+ They look at an average of 5 pages per visit

+ The most popular pages are (in
order)

Plants, Raingardens, Partners and

Why?


http://www.bluethumb.org/

Measuring Success

Google Analytics for www.BlueThumb.org

How do they find the site?
+ 27% direct traffic - most hits after TV spots

+ 53% use search engines (Most popular
keywords

are blue thumb, bluethumb.org, plant selector,
bluethumb, blue thumb guide to raingardens)
+19% come from referring sites — mostly our

partners’ websites


http://www.bluethumb.org/

Visit blue-thumb.org for how-to's, blueprints, retailers and mo
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Questions?

— Anglie Hong

-
Imm 651-275-1136 X.35

Water Resource Education Program an g | e. h on g @ m nWCd .0 rg




