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Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia Virus 

A New Aquatic Invasive Species 
Contact:  Michael Staggs, Wisconsin DNR Bureau of Fisheries Management 
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Not a human health issue, but… 
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Prince William Sound Pacific Herring 

Population reduced by 80% after a VHS outbreak in 1993 

(Marty et al. 2003) 

Population has not recovered and remains closed to fishing. 

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT……………………..

St. Lawrence River Muskellunge 

Young of Year catch per effort 

  http://www.savetheriver.org/docs/uploads/Farrell%20muskies.pdf 

VHS 
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A fish virus with no treatment… 
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• Sick fish shed the virus into the water 

• Healthy fish pick up the virus in their gills 

• Healthy fish eats a sick fish 
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1.4 million licensed anglers 

625,000 registered boats 

2,200 fish farms 

800 bait dealers 

90 wild bait harvesters 



7

Where is VHS virus now? 

• Probably in Lake Michigan

• May be in Lake Superior and Mississippi 
River drainage

• Probably not yet in inland waters

Emergency Rule to Slow the Spread of VHS virus 

Prohibits the transportation of live fish and eggs 

from the Great Lakes and Mississippi River 

unless they comply with USDA APHIS rules 
related to VHS, test negative for the virus or have 

written approval from the Department. 

Requires water to be drained from bilges, ballast, 

buckets, live wells immediately after leaving the 

waters of the Great Lakes and Mississippi River. 
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Lake Winnebago VHS Testing 
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FISHERIES MANAGEMENT……………………..
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FISHERIES MANAGEMENT……………………..

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT……………………..
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FISHERIES MANAGEMENT……………………..
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